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Make sure to check out the UPDATED COVID-19 Response Hub!
https://covid19.snigis.org

The COVID-19 Response Hub has been updated with a new look for better viewing on mobile devices and computers. It has the 
latest on testing events and statistics, as well as video PSAs and other important information

Nya:wëh sgë:nö’, 

Hope all are well.  I hope everyone had a 
Happy Easter with family.  As more and 
more members become vaccinated we are 
able to spend more time with each other.  
Please continue to be vigilant in Covid-19 
protocols so we can keep our numbers 
down.  Although we can begin to see light 
at the end of the tunnel we cannot afford to 
lose our loved ones to this terrible disease.  
Vaccine is key to normalcy.

The Seneca Nation Health System is now 

making appointments for any enrolled 
member over 18.  It is always the right time 
to get vaccinated.  For current patients 
please contact LRJHC at 716-945-5894 to 
Terry Cowles or to CIRHC at 716-532-5582 
to Kim Bradley for appointments.  If you are 
not a current patient please call the patient 
benefits department for more information.
The Health System is planning to offer a 
Pfizer vaccination clinic during the week 
of April 19.  This may be given to 16 and 
17 year-olds with parent/legal guardian 
consent and present during the vaccination.  
Adults are also eligible for this vaccine and 
should call for an appointment.

We have joined in collaboration with 
Cattaraugus County to help with a 
vaccination clinic at the Seneca Allegany 
casino.  Although we have separate 
governments, our communities and people 
are connected and share the same living 
environments.  Keeping everyone safe is our 
priority.  By keeping our neighbors safe it 
helps keep our residents safe as well.  This 
partnership shows we are team players 
in fighting the pandemic.  There are no 
boundaries in this war.

Appointment clinics are also available 
around NYS at the following website and 
hotline at am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.

health.ny.gov/ or call 1-833-697-4829.  
Other vaccine locations include local 
Rite Aid, CVS, Walgreen’s, Wegmans and 
Tops facilities.  Lastly the University of 
Buffalo has created a website for Western 
NY citizens at 
VaccineHound.org.  
There are plenty of 
opportunities and 
resources available 
to get vaccinated 
and to protect our 
communities.

In other updates the 
Climate Change Task 
Force is looking for 
you to participate in 
the climate change 
survey.  They would 
like to use the 
information to create 
a Seneca Nation 
Adaptation Plan to 
outline strategies 
and approaches in addressing potential 
threats to climate change.  Climate change 
adaptation is about reducing the risk of 
how climate change impacts people and 
our resources.  Although climate change 
is already occurring we hope to limit the 
negative impact of the change and prepare 

Sandy Tyler gets 
vaccinated 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

FROM THE DESK OF THE TREASURER

Presidential Updates
Don’t forget to follow & subscribe to the Seneca Media & 
Communications Center YouTube Channel to watch President 
Pagels’ up-to-date virtual messages!

President Matthew B. Pagels has been addressing important 
Nation news, the status of all things COVID-19 related on our 
Territories and everything in between over the course of the 
last few months via short video clips that are posted to the 
Seneca Media & Communications Center YouTube channel and 
other SNI media outlets.  So, if you’re looking for the most up-
to-date Nation news, make sure to tune in!

You can also access the Presidential Updates 
here:

-     SNI Official Newsletter website:
  www.sninews.org

-   The Nation’s main website:   
   www.sni.org

-   Seneca Media Facebook page:  
   www.facebook.com/senecamedia

- Seneca Nation COVID-19 Response Hub
 covid19.snigis.org

- Seneca Nation Twitter account
 @theSenecaNation

to address our 
vulnerabilities 
and plan 
accordingly.  
Please take time 
to complete this 
short survey 
found at our 
website sni.org.  
Help keep our 
mother earth in 
better condition 
for the next 
generations.  
You may win a 
prize for your 
participation. 

The 
Transportation 
Department 
would like to hear 

from the community regarding the long-range transportation plan.  
This includes not only the transit system, but the roadways, trails, 
sidewalks and much more.  For information on meeting dates and a 
draft of the plan can be found at our website at sni.org. 

I hope everyone gets to enjoy the warmer weather, by getting out 
doors with your favorite golf... I mean sport. :)

Stay safe, stay strong. Dah ne’hoh dih ae’,
Matt

Greetings, 

When it looks like we are 
officially into the spring season, 
we get one last snow dusting 
- to let us know mother earth 
is on her own schedule.  Soon 
enough, the rain will come 
and the temperature will 
get warmer each day. I hope 
everyone who was visited by an 
Easter jack rabbit recently, had 
fun and enjoyed some much 
needed family time.

There never seems to be a dull 
moment with our office and within the Fiscal Department.  Our 
Fiscal staff has been busy preparing for the upcoming Fiscal Work 
Session for department Directors and Budget Monitors.  They will 
review procurement procedures and discuss several other tasks, 
which will assist departmental staff with operating smoothly.  I 
understand many of our members have received their economic 
impact payments from the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, 
which was signed into law by Joe Biden on March 11th, 2021.  
Included in the Act, will be additional funds for native nations to 
improve our member’s overall quality of life.  At this printing, we 
have not received final information and details, but are anticipating 
that to arrive in the coming weeks.   

On another note, my staff has been busy with projects related to the 
Seneca Nation Drug Taskforce and a “Special Edition” newsletter, 
totally focusing on the drug epidemic in our communities, which 
will get published in the coming weeks.  If you have an interest in 
making a contribution to this newsletter or have a suggestion for 
a topic to be included, please contact Millicent Proud, on my staff, 
at: millicent.proud@sni.org; and she may be reached at (716) 945-
1790, X5108. 

Like I said, there really never is a dull moment in our office and we 
have a great team that continues to work well together and get our 
tasks accomplished.  If you are eligible for your COVID-19 vaccines, 
I hope you are taking advantage of those; and helping to keep 
yourself, your families and our communities as safe as possible.  
The virus has not disappeared, but there is light at the end of the 
tunnel. Stay 
safe!

Respectfully,
Rickey L. 
Armstrong, 
Sr. 

The Easter Bunny handed out candy filled baskets at the 
ACC
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NEWS FROM THE CLERK'S OFFICE

Bethany Johnson, Deputy Clerk
ALLEGANY TERRITORY

Marta Kettle, Clerk
CATTARAUGUS TERRITORY

Please stay Safe & Healthy!
As Spring 2021 approaches, we 
will continue to monitor the 
current pandemic & practice 
safety measures that protect the 
Staff and Community as a whole.  

CLERK’S OFFICE UPDATE
Due to concerns with the 
COVID-19 cases on and near our 
territories, the Clerk’s Office will 
be closed to the General Public. 
We will remain open with a walk-
up window for limited services. 
Our hours will be Monday 
through Friday; 8:00 am – 4:30 
pm, on both territories. Clerk’s 
Office will no longer be open on 
second Saturday of the month 
until further notice.
We encourage members to bring 
their own pen if needed, as a 
safety precaution.  
NYA:WEH FOR YOUR 
UNDERSTANDING

SNI ID CARDS
The Clerk’s Office is now 
scheduling appointments for 
members who need to update 
their picture for their Nation ID 
Cards.

William Seneca Building – 
Cattaraugus Territory – (716) 532-4900 ext. 5000

Cattaraugus Clerk’s Office Staff 
Marta Kettle – Clerk
Geraldine Huff, Executive Assistant (Notary Public)
Kelly Mohawk, Deeds Recorder
Leslie Cooke, Executive Secretary (Notary Public)
Tammi Stafford, Administrative Assistant (Notary Public)
Ashley Warrior, Administrative Assistant 
Lori Waterman, Administrative Assistant / Receptionist
Dana Maybee, Business Permit Officer

Seneca Allegany Administration Building - Allegany 
Territory – (716) 945-1790 ext. 3000

Allegany Clerk’s Office Staff
Bethany Johnson, Deputy Clerk (Notary Public)
Charisse Ground, Executive Secretary
Sue Case, Enrollment Officer
Leslie R. John, Enrollment Assistant  
Kathleen “Yomie” Hill, Administrative Assistant
Olivia John, Administrative Assistant 
Ryan Mohr, Receptionist

The Buffalo Office Staff & Location - (716) 845-6304 or 
(716) 951-7555
Buffalo Office works in Conjunction with the Clerk’s 
Office

Ramona Marion – Director
Stephanie Maybee – Administrative Assistant
Judson Logan - Tutor

533 Amherst Street
Buffalo, NY 14207

Monday-Friday: 8am-4:30pm

REGISTRATION
There is approximately 600 members who have NOT completed 
their annual registration and must do so by June 30, 2021 to 
continue receiving benefits.

If you have any questions about the Annual In-Person Registration 
please feel free to call the Allegany or Cattaraugus Clerk’s Office 
and we will be happy to assist you.

ANNUAL IN PERSON REGISTRATION EXTENSION DUE TO 
COVID - 19

At the Regular Session of Council on January 9, 2021 Council 
approved a Resolution Extending the In-Person Registration 
Requirement due to COVID-19.  

WHEREAS, the Seneca Nation Council established a general 
registration requirement for enrolled Nation members to qualify 
for annuity distribution; and

WHEREAS, the Seneca Nation’s Council has since acted on several 
occasions to amend the in-person appearance and registration 
requirement; and,

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of public health and safety of 
the Nation and its members to extend the In-Person appearance 
registration requirement for the period of January 1, 2021 through 
June 30, 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that all members who 
completed their 2019 & 2020 registration requirement, will be 
eligible to mail-in their completed registration form regardless if 
they are required to appear in person or mail in; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that effective January 1, 2021, 
members who did not meet the registration deadline of December 
31, 2020 for the 2021 direct benefits distribution will be eligible for 
the January – June 2021 payment.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, this resolution will expire on July 
1, 2021 and will revert back to Council Resolution R-02-11-17-06, 
accordingly, all members who have not registered by December 31, 
2020 must register by June 30, 2021 to continue receiving direct 
benefit payments for July 2021- December 2021. 

CLERK’S OFFICE FORMS
Completed forms can be mailed along with a copy of your photo 
identification as proof of identify  if you are unable to obtain a 
notary to: Seneca Nation of Indians, 90 Ohi:yo’ Way, Salamanca 
NY 14779.
All forms are available online at www.sni.org under Clerk’s Office 
documents.
• ADDRESSES
Please remember to keep your address current with the Clerk’s 
Office. This includes changes with custody of minor children or 
legal guardians (Court orders). 

• BURIAL FUND
A Burial fund has been designated to pay for funeral expenses 
up to $7000 for enrolled members. For additional details, please 
contact the Clerk’s Office during regular business hours. 

•  DIRECT DEPOSIT OF ANNUITY AND/OR ELDERS 
PAYMENTS 

If you would like to sign up for Direct Deposit of your Annuity and/
or Elders Check, you will have to complete the form. The form is 
available on the web at www.sni.org  under Documents/Clerk’s 
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NEWS FROM THE CLERK'S OFFICE

Office / Direct Deposit forms or at the Clerk’s Office. 

•  All direct deposit forms MUST have attached a voided check 
or deposit slip (start-up checks will NOT be accepted).  

•  Members must be at least 18 years old to sign up for Direct 
Deposit

• Minors are NOT eligible for Direct Deposit

If you receive direct deposit, it is your responsibility to keep your 
address updated with the Clerk’s Office.

• RELEASE OF MINORS TRUST FUND
In order to begin receiving Minor Trust Fund disbursements. A 
member must be at least 18 years old and submit the following 
documentation:
• Application for Release of Minors Trust 
• High School Diploma / GED
• Financial Literacy Certificate

If you need to obtain a Financial Literacy Certificate please contact 
the Seneca Nation Education Department for details.
We would like to say Nya:wëh for your patience and understanding 
during this time and please watch for updates as this may change 
unexpectedly. Any changes will be posted onlin

Bi-weekly performance series will feature 
popular regional, national performers;
Every episode will broadcast online at 
SenecaCasinos.com

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK—
SALAMANCA, NEW YORK: (March 17, 
2021) One year after the global pandemic 
silenced performance stages around the 
world, Seneca Resorts & Casinos is bringing 
the magic of live entertainment back for 
fans to enjoy no matter where they are.

The company announced plans for “Inside 
the Bear’s Den,” a special bi-weekly 
performance series featuring a mix of 
established and up-and-coming regional 
and national acts. Unlike live stream 
performances, “Inside the Bear’s Den” 
episodes are being pre-recorded on a closed 
set with broadcast-quality audio and video 
recording equipment and Seneca Resorts 
& Casinos’ world-class sound and lighting, 
allowing the performers to truly let their 
talents shine. In addition to the artists’ 
performances, each episode will also 
include an interview segment, giving fans 
the opportunity to connect and identify 
with each artist on a more personal level.

“The energy, passion and excitement of live 
entertainment is something we typically 
share with our guests every week, and we 
have all been missing that experience,” 
said Christian Printup, Senior Executive 
Director of Entertainment & Special Events, 

Seneca Gaming Corporation. “’Inside the 
Bear’s Den’ not only captures the spirit of 
the performances and connects performers 
and fans, it also helps capture the 
atmosphere of the Bear’s Den, which is one 
of the most unique and intimate settings for 
performers to play.”

The premier episode of “Inside the 
Bear’s Den will feature Buffalo-area duo, 
OsbornNash, as well as Nashville resident, 
and East Rochester native Alyssa Trahan, 
whose self-produced album, “Baby Blues 
& Stilettos,” recently rose to the Top-10 on 
iTunes. The episode will be available online 
at SenecaCasinos.com on Friday, March 
19th at 5p.m. Eastern time. New episodes 
will be posted to the website every two 
weeks. All episodes will be available for 
viewing free of charge.

The series will have something for everyone 
to enjoy. Future episodes include up-and-
coming artists like Western New York’s 
own Cami Clune, who recently completed 
a thrilling run on NBC’s “The Voice.” Many 
local and regional acts who have become 
popular draws at Stir inside Seneca Niagara 
Resort & Casino and The River Bar at 
Seneca Allegany Resort & Casino are also 
scheduled to appear, including Nerds Gone 
Wild, Jamie Holka & Bruce Wojick, XOXO 
Pop Band, Brother James, The Boys of 
Summer, Psychic Medium Tessa DelZoppo, 
and many more. 

While most of the performances are 
being recorded at the 440-seat Bear’s 
Den Showroom inside Seneca Niagara 
Resort & Casino, some performers are 
recording their performances from studios 
in locations including Nashville and Los 
Angeles.

According to Printup, the series was 
designed with an emphasis on performers 
from Western New York, but viewers can 
expect some exciting twists and surprises, 
as well.

“At a time when entertainment is so 
greatly missed, we want to use this series 
to showcase the incredible talent that 
performs for our guests with the rest of 
the world,” he said. “Each of them, whether 
playing Stir and the River Bar or sold-
out performances in the Bear’s Den, the 
Seneca Niagara Events Center or the Seneca 
Allegany Events Center, are part of what 
makes our resorts true entertainment 
destinations.”

As Seneca Resorts & Casinos prepares 
to premier “Inside the Bear’s Den,” the 
company is also preparing for the return of 
live performances to its stages in Niagara 
Falls and Salamanca. A number of shows 
that had been postponed throughout 
2020 have been officially rescheduled, 
with more to come. For a current list, 
visit senecaniagaracasino.com and 
senecaalleganycasino.com.

Seneca Resorts & Casinos Launches ‘Inside The Bear’s 
Den Virtual Concert Series Premiers Friday, March 
19th! 
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES

PUBLISHED 6:12 PM ET Mar. 25, 2021
Friday marks one year since the first 
COVID-19 case was confirmed in 
Cattaraugus County, and now health leaders 
are working with Seneca Nation to lower 
the number of new cases.

What You Need To Know
Cattaraugus County and Seneca Nation of 
Indians hosted vaccine clinic Thursday
Event was held at the Seneca Allegany 
Events Center in Salamanca
About 24% of the county has had at least 
one dose, 1500 Nation members fully 
vaccinated
Patti Holsinger of Frewsburg and her 
25-year-old son Joshua were waiting to get 
his second dose of the Moderna vaccine 
Thursday at the Seneca Allegany Events 
Center inside the resort and casino in 

Salamanca.

"He's a very busy athlete with Special 
Olympics," said Patti Holsinger.

Joshua is developmentally disabled, and 
according to his mom, is looking forward to 
getting back to participating in sports. 

"And I know Special Olympics is working 
hard to get athletes back in their programs. 
So, we're hoping for swimming soon and 
golf all summer," said Holsinger.

Cattaraugus County Public Health Director 
Dr. Kevin Watkins was on hand, and says 
more than 18,000 people — or 24% of the 
county's population — has received at least 
one dose of the vaccine.

The county teamed up with the Seneca 
Nation of Indians to offer the clinic at the 
center, since it can accommodate a large 
number of people at one time in a rural 
county. 

"The Nation has been a great neighbor 
during this pandemic and has been working 
right alongside Cattaraugus County. This 
bond, this relationship that we share 
has become even stronger during this 
pandemic," said Dr. Watkins.

"The Seneca community, like so many 
others, felt the pain and loss that COVID 
can bring. We have lost treasured and 
respected community members," said 
Ricky Armstrong, Seneca Nation of Indians 
treasurer.

Armstrong says he's also pleased to partner 
with local health leaders.

The Nation gets its vaccine supply from 
the federal Indian Health Service, and has 
fully vaccinated about 1,500 members at 
clinics inside its healthcare facilities on its 
territories.

"We've come too far to stop now. The 
lives you protect could be your own. Your 
family, friends, and neighbors. And this 
virus doesn't know geography. So let's all 
roll up our sleeves and work together," said 
Armstrong.

Joshua is now fully vaccinated, and had to 
wait a bit before he could leave.

"Oh, so thankful. It really…it hits the mark. 
And it shows that they care," said Holsinger.

Seneca Nation EMS were on standby for 
anyone who needed it. 

Cattaraugus County, Seneca Nation of Indians Partner 
to Host Vaccine Clinic in Salamanca
By Mark Goshgarian Salamanca

Notice Letter Triggers 60-Day Waiting 
Period For Village To Rectify a Dangerous 
Multi-Year Pattern Of Sewage Discharge 
Violations

The Seneca Nation has notified the Village 
of Portville, New York of its intent to take 
legal action following the Village’s failure 
to abate persistent discharges of pollutants 
that are negatively impacting the Ohi:yo’ 
(Allegheny River), which runs through the 
Nation’s Allegany Territory.

The Nation sent a notice of intent to initiate 
civil action against the Village pursuant 
to Section 301 of the Clean Water Act, 
33 U.S.C. § 1311(a) for discharging solids 
and fecal coliform, among other things, 
in excess of the legal limits on a regular 
and continuing basis from January 2015 
through April 6, 2021. 

As Keepers of the Western Door and 
historic stewards of the environment, the 
Nation has been both greatly dismayed and 
significantly harmed by Portville’s flagrant 

disregard for both the letter of the law and 
the health and wellbeing of its downstream 
neighbors. 

“Clean, safe water is a basic human right,” 
said Seneca Nation President Matthew 
Pagels. “The Seneca people have a 
longstanding tradition of fishing, hunting, 
gathering, swimming, or simply relaxing in 
and around the Ohi:yo’. Polluting the waters 
that pass through our land is nothing short 
of an insult to our Nation and something for 
which we will not stand. Ohi:yo’ in Seneca 
means ‘beautiful’ or ‘good’ and we intend to 
make sure that description is accurate.”

According to the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the excessive discharges from 
the Village of Portville Water Treatment 
Plant into Dodge Creek, a tributary of the 
Ohi:yo’, have violated the terms of its state 
discharge permit for more than five years. 
The Seneca Nation intends to sue for all 
Clean Water Act violations and is seeking 
civil penalties for any additional violations 
discovered in the future – including during 

the course of litigation - as well as any that 
might occur subsequent to this notice.
In addition, the Nation will seek an 
injunction in an effort to halt the continued 
illegal discharges, as well as costs, attorney 
and expert witness fees, and any other 
additional relief that the court might 
determine to be appropriate. 
“Due to the persistent nature of these 
violations, it is likely ongoing violations 
will occur if no legal action is taken,” said 
Pagels. “To date, neither the state nor 
federal governments has taken action to 
right this egregious wrong.”

“As such, the Seneca Nation has taken 
matters into its own hands and is doubling 
down on its efforts to protect and restore 
its waterways for generations to come,” the 
President continued. “Other communities 
both up and downstream of our Territories 
should take heed. The Nation plans to use 
every tool at its disposal to safeguard this 
precious resource; our very lives depend on 
it

The Seneca Nation Of Indians Puts Village Of Portville 
On Notice For Violating Terms Of Clean Water Act
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Through a project partnership with the Community Planning 
& Development Department (CPDD), Training & Employment 
Resource Center, and SNIEDC, a business directory will be 
developed to provide awareness of the many products and services 
available for sale.  

The business directory will be digitally based for easy access for 
consumers to locate a specific product, service, or vendor. The 
directory will also be printed in the SNI Official Newsletter and 
will include:
• Business name
• Business address 
• Contact information
• Days/Hours of operation
• Types of products/services offered
• Any social media outlets to follow 

A media release form is required for authorizing your business 
name in the directory.  

BUSINESS PROMOTION
The Training & Employment Resource Center can promote 
businesses by assisting in recruiting for vacancies and can also 

assist in advertising through brochures at public locations.

SENECA BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
The Community Planning & Development Department, Training 
& Employment Resource Center, and SNIEDC are working 
together to provide business training for Seneca business owners 
and employees. We are seeking input from Seneca businesses on 
trainings that will benefit you and your employees. These trainings 
will be of no cost to your business. Trainings will be coordinated by 
the Training & Employment Resource Centers on both territories.

Examples of the types of training:
• ServSafe 
• Accounting Software 
• CPR & First Aid 
• OSHA 
•  Any other trainings to increase the skill level of you and 

your employees. 

If you are interested in being listed in the directory, business 
promotion, and/or training options, please contact Jackie 
Jimerson, CPDD at 716-532-4900, ext. 5065, or jackie.jimerson@
sni.org

Licensed Seneca Business Owners, Entrepreneurs, 
Vendors

Broadband Project NGRID 
and VZ “Make-Ready” 
Construction and Tree 
Clearing
The Seneca Nation’s Council has authorized National Grid 
(NGRID) and Verizon (VZ) to complete “make-ready” construction 
and tree clearing throughout the Cattaraugus Territory. This 
construction is required to initiate the broadband, high-speed 
Internet project. Construction will begin in March / April 2021 
and it will take a number of months to complete. 

Broadband will bring high-speed Internet and digital voice 
services to all Cattaraugus residents. In order to accomplish 
this goal, we must contract with NGRID and VZ to complete 
the required construction. Seneca Nation’s broadband network 
construction will begin once these two entities have completed 
their respective work. 

You will see NGRID and Verizon trucks on territory. We ask 
the community to be patient with the construction on territory 
since this is necessary to bring high-speed internet to the entire 
Cattaraugus community.
We will provide updates throughout the project.

Nya:wëh,
Seneca Nation / Seneca Energy / Seneca Telecommunications

Fishing closed to non-
members
Updated 3/16/21

The Seneca Nation fishing season 
is closed ONLY on the Allegany 
Territory, this does NOT apply to 
Nation Members

If you have any questions or need 
to report a violation, please contact SNI Dispatch at (716) 
945-2779.

Note that the Allegany Territory fishing season is closed 3/9 
- 5/1 for Non-Native fishing license holders. Seneca Nation 
Conservation's phone is temporarily out of service, so all calls 
should go to Allegany dispatch at this time.

Looking for a cozy getaway for you and your sweetheart? Look no 
further!  Book your cabin now at Highbanks Campground Away From 
It All, But Easy To Find!

1370 West Perimeter Road, Steamburg, NY 14783
OPEN YEAR ROUND!!!  **Winter rates apply now
camphighbanks.com  I  Check us out on Facebook & Twitter

Import Export Meeting
Open to the Public w/ limited availability
When: April 22, 2021 at 1pm
Where: Council Chambers at William Seneca 
Building

Social distancing will be practiced 
and a mask 
is required!
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The Nation formed a Climate Change Task 
Force in October 2020. The Task Force 
has 22 participants generating collective 
work and expertise shared by department 
personnel and community. Our goal is to 
create a Seneca Nation Adaptation Plan 
which outline strategies and approaches to 
address potential impacts from our changing 
climate. Our first step is coordinating our 
efforts around outreach and collecting data. 
We know surveys are not well liked but it's a 
useful tool to help us hear from you. And you 
are the key to a successful plan. Following 
the survey, our next step is to begin gathering 
relevant local and regional data, reach out to 
target groups, assess what our vulnerabilities 
and risks might be. Questions: (716) 532-
4900 ext. 5401

Please circle answers and mail back or drop 
off to: 
Seneca Nation ATTN: Council Office
12837 Route 438
Irving, New York 14081 -OR- Seneca 
Nation ATTN: Council Office
90 Ohi:yo’ Way
Salamanca, NY 14779 

1.  Where is your primary residence? (circle  
one) Allegany Territory and surrounding 
community, Cattaraugus Territory and 
surrounding community, Buffalo, Other

2.  Which category includes your age? (circle 
one) 17 or younger, 18-20, 21-29, 30-39, 
40-49, 50-59, 60-69, 70 or older

3.  Which group do you self-identify as? 
(circleone) Enrolled Seneca, Descendent, 
Other Native, Non-Native

4.    What gender do you identify as? (circle one) 
Woman, Man, Transgender, Non-binary/
non-conforming, Prefer not to respond

5.  What is the highest degree or 
level of education completed?                                       
(circle one) Some High School, High 
School, Associate’s Degree, Bachelor’s 
Degree, Master’s Degree, Ph.D. or higher, 
Currently enrolled in a 2 or 4 yr. Program, 
Trade School, Prefer not to say

6.  How would you define global warming? 
(circle any that apply) Increase in the 
temperature of the Earth, Consequence 
of ozone depletion, Climate changes, 
Climate change negatively affecting life on 
Earth, Harmful gas emissions, Melting of 
glaciers as a consequence caused by human 
action, Ecological disaster, Creating the 
greenhouse gas effect, Some kind of energy, 
Good for people, No answer, Unsure/Don’t 
know

7.  Are you concerned about climate change? 
Yes, No

8.  Have you taken any action on the 
concerns? (Describe actions) 

9.  Do you believe climate change is affecting 
your LIFESTYLE? Yes      No

10.  Do you feel that climate change has 
affected your spiritual, mental, or physical 
well-being?  Disagree,   Neutral,    Agree

11.  Do you believe climate change is affecting 
the SENECA NATION? Yes      No

12.  Have you seen changes related to 
climate change in the past five years? 
(growth, decline in amount, decline in 
quality) (circle any that apply) 
Wildlife (population and species change, 
Plants (growth or decline in amount, 
Water (changes in quantity or quality, 
Temperature, Increased frequency and 
severity of storms

13.  Has your primary residence been 
damaged due to extreme weather events? 
Yes     No

14.  Climate change could negatively affect 
my participation in outdoor recreation. 
(kayaking, swimming, boating, canoeing, 
sunbathing)  Disagree   Neutral     Agree

15.  Climate change could negatively affect 
my participation in traditional outdoor 
activities. (snowsnake, snowshoeing, 
gathering plants/medicine, cultivating 
foods, hunting, fishing, basketmaking, ice 
fishing, etc.)  Disagree  Neutral    Agree

16.  To help assess our community resources 
and to help build upon the interest 
to carry forward self-sufficiency/
sustainability, what skills do you have? 
(The goal is to not only be able to rely 
upon oneself, but to be able to lend an 
ability to foster that skill among your 
community.)  (circle any that apply) 
Electric Work, Carpentry, Soap making, 
Making laundry detergent, Tapping 
maple trees, Making your own apple 
cider vinegar, Hand washing laundry, 
Using a sewing machine, Basic hand 
sewing, Candle making, Permaculture, 
Composting, Worm composting, Saving 
seeds, Soil preparation, Cultivating 
food, Harvesting food, Milling grain, 
Solar array skills, Silviculture, Foraging, 
Food preservation , Animal husbandry/
raising, Raising chickens, Butchering, 
Making your own smokehouse, Cooking 
from scratch, Cooking with a cast iron 
skillet, Baking without an oven, Textile 
production, Metal working/forging, 
Basic survival skills, Hunting/Fishing, 
Cleaning and cooking fish, Tying knots, 
Weather forecasting, Beekeeping, 
Medicine/poultice making, Operate 
heavy machinery, Basic mechanic skills, 
Harvesting, splitting, stacking firewood, 
Using basic tools, Windmill building, Hide 
tanning, Fodder systems, Repurpose/
recycle, Animal training, None at this 
time, Other

17. What skills would you be interested in 
developing? (circle any that would apply) 
Electric Work, Carpentry, Soap making, 
Making laundry detergent, Tapping maple 

trees, Making your own apple cider vinegar, 
Hand washing laundry, Using a sewing 
machine, Basic hand sewing, Candle 
making, Permaculture, Composting, Worm 
composting, Saving seeds, Soil preparation, 
Cultivating food, Harvesting food, Milling 
grain, Solar array skills, Silviculture, 
Foraging, Food preservation , Animal 
husbandry/raising, Raising chickens, 
Butchering, Making your own smokehouse, 
Cooking from scratch, Cooking with a cast 
iron skillet, Baking without an oven, Textile 
production, Metal working/forging, Basic 
survival skills, Hunting/Fishing, Cleaning 
and cooking fish, tying knots, Weather 
forecasting, Beekeeping, Medicine/poultice 
making, Operate heavy machinery, Basic 
mechanic skills, Harvesting, splitting, 
stacking firewood, Using basic tools, 
Windmill building, Hide tanning, Fodder 
systems, Repurpose/recycle, Animal training, 
None at this time 0Other

18. Are there any outside influences that 
increase your interest in climate change? 
(circle any that apply) Family, Hobbies, 
Academic studies, Community group, 
Grassroots organizations, Environmental 
advocacy groups, Social media, Other

19. If nothing is done to reduce human 
impacts on the global climate, what do you 
think will happen in 10 years? (Describe 
actions) 

Thank you for your participation, if you would 
like to be eligible for a raffle, please leave your 
preferred contact method.
First and Last Name: _______________
_____________________________
Email Address: ___________________
_____________________________
Phone number: (          )______________                

Please submit survey to:

Seneca Nation ATTN: Council Office
12837 Route 438
Irving, New York 14081 -OR- Seneca 
Nation ATTN: Council Office
90 Ohi:yo’ Way
Salamanca, NY 14779

Climate Change Assessment Community Survey
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Seneca elders: Bessie Young & Viola Lay, Photo 
by: Alyssa Snyder, Seneca Media

Happy Spring! We hope you are well and 
enjoying the longer and brighter days.  
Although our centers have been closed, the 
AOA staff and offices have been very busy 
this past winter providing meals, support, 
and services to our elders. We look forward 
to reopening and welcoming you back when 
public health guidelines allow. Nya:wëh 
to everyone who completed our reopening 
survey. Those responses will help the 
Council and Executives determine the best 
and safest way to reopen our centers. Once 
a Reopening Plan has been finalized, we 
will share it with you immediately. Please 
know that your wellness and safety are a 
top priority for the AOA staff.
March Community Impact Numbers: 
• 5,194 meals delivered
• 33 emergency home repairs
• 3 elders received free legal services
•  14 new Personal Emergency 

Response Systems distributed
•  14 elders served through NY 

Connects.

Personal Emergency Response Unit 
(PERs unit)
 A PERs Unit, also known as a Personal 
Emergency Response System, lets you 
call for help in an emergency by pushing 
a button. Transmitters are light-weight, 
battery-powered devices that can be worn 
around your neck, on a wristband or belt, 
or in your pocket. When you need help, you 
press the transmitter’s help button and the 
console will automatically dial one or more 

emergency numbers.
ERs Units are available to individuals 60 
and over, who have been assessed by our 
case managers, and who have a diagnosis 
or physical condition that places them at 
high risk for falls.  The PERs units available 
through the Seneca Nation AOA offer many 
benefits and added features including:
• GPS location tracking 
• fall detection
•  waterproof transmitters that can be 

worn while bathing
•  lockbox feature for spare key in the 

event of an emergency.
For more information or to find out if you 
are eligible to receive a PERs unit, please 
contact:
•  Cattaraugus Case Manager - 

Shantel Burning, 716-532-5777
•  Allegany Case Manager - 

Teresa Redeye, 716-945-8990

New Staff
 Briana Snyder - NY Connects Options 
Counselor. Briana provides personalized 
counseling to help callers make informed 
decisions and assists callers in accessing 
available services.
Teresa Redeye, RN - EISEP Case Manager. 
Teresa ensures clients receive appropriate 
services that meet their needs. 
Cheryl Pierce - Head Cook. Cheryl plans 
and prepares nutritious and delicious meals 
for elders.
Melissa Shaw - Outreach Coordinator. 
Melissa coordinates marketing, 
communications and outreach services for 
the AOA. 
Sheila Jones-Kettle - Respite worker. Sheila 
provides respite and support to elders and 
their families.

Calling All Book Lovers
 Did you know that the Seneca Nation's 
Cattaraugus and Allegany Libraries are 
offering curbside delivery? Call your library 
to request books by your favorite author or 
a movie to enjoy at home. Then schedule a 
time to pickup your items, between 10am-
2pm Monday through Friday. When you or 
your loved one arrive for pickup, call the 

library and they will bring your items out 
to your car. If you don't have a library card, 
you can sign up for one when you arrive. 
The staff can bring the form right to your 
car.

Cattaraugus Library- 716-532-9449
Allegany Library- 716-945-3157

Exercise to Help Older Adults who 
are Isolated at Home
While physical isolation is essential 
to mitigate the spread of coronavirus 
(COVID-19), the painful irony is that it 
creates potentially devastating problems, 
including sustained sedentary behavior and 
excessive sitting for older adults under total 
lock-down, especially in assisted living, 
memory care, and retirement communities.
Dr. James Levine, Mayo clinic professor of 
medicine, famously said, "Sitting is more 
dangerous than smoking, kills more people 
than HIV and is more treacherous than 
parachuting. We are sitting ourselves to 
death."

With no end in sight to the lock-down, 
many older adults have been and will 
continue to be confined to their rooms for 
weeks or even months. The irony is that in 
order to stay safe from getting the virus, 
older adults are becoming more vulnerable 
to disease progression, falls and cognitive 
decline from spending virtually all day 
sitting down. 

While prolonged and sustained sitting 
is potentially hazardous for anyone, it is 
exponentially so for older adults related 
to a myriad of health problems, including: 
immune system decline, muscle wasting, 
osteoarthritis, fall frequency, fragile skin, 
heart disease, diabetes, osteoporosis, 
chronic pain, and anxiety and depression.
The good news is that older adults can 
reduce their risk of harm simply by getting 
up a few times a day. 
www.seniorhealthteam.com 

Elder’s Corner
Director's Update. By Beth Lay

Earth Day, April 22nd
Submitted by the Climate Change Taskforce

From April 20-22, 2021, EARTHDAY.ORG will have its second 
Earth Day Live digital event. Together, we can prevent the coming 
disasters of climate change and environmental destruction. 
Together, we can Restore Our Earth!
  
Take public transit, biking, or walking when possible – it is 
good for your health, your wallet, and Mother Earth. Support 
companies driven by sustainability and committed to transparency 
throughout the supply chain. Have a good mind! Hold yourself 
accountable! Take a personal inventory of your own impact on the 
planet. 

FIND A DIGITAL EARTH DAY EVENT
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2021/

Monadnock Earth Day Film Festival 4/22 - 4/24
This free online event will feature films and host panel discussions 
to celebrate and cultivate a more resilient world.
https://monadnockfood.coop/co-op-updates/earthfestival/

LIVE FILM SCREENING, ARTISTS SHOWCASE AND 
INTERACTIVE COMEDY SHOW 4/22/2021 17:00 https://www.
cya.live/event/12251
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FULL COLOR

As a friendly reminder, 
the Museum is open 

Monday-Friday 10am-4pm. 
If you cannot visit us in person, 

please see our website for videos, 
links and our online store.
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Seneca Nation Library
Book Requests
Both Library Branches take requests for new book 
titles to be added to the collection.

Please submit your requests to:
Catt.library@sni.org 
or  Alleg.library@sni.org

April is Sexual Assault 
Awareness & Prevention 
Month
Join us through the entire month of April for weekly events to 
help educate and guide those affected by sexual assault. This is a 
collaboration between the Seneca Nation’s Crime Victim Services 
and several community and nation entities from Akwesasne.

Participate in our #NativeTealToHeal community-wide Scavenger 
Hunt with weekly clues or riddles to find inspirational rocks 
in areas where you can seek help and support in Allegany, 
Cattaraugus, and Buffalo. Take a photo & post it using the hashtag 
#NativeTealToHeal and be entered into a drawing for a chance to 
win prizes.

SCAVENGER HUNT Week 1 Clue: “Talk, Cry, Scream, or Fall, Man 
or Woman, Big or Small. I hear you, I see you, I believe you. This 
person will help you through it all”.

Weekly Zoom Link:https://zoom.us/j/91687858532...

Questions: Contact Sharon Francis at Crime Victim Services 716-
532-4900

Annual Community Clean-
Up Contest – Allegany
Seneca Media

The Seneca Nation Environmental Protection Department held 
their annual Allegany territory community clean-up contest 
on April 6th 2021. Nya:wëh to the SNI EPD, volunteers and 
community members who keep the environment clean and safe for 
all.

Allegany Territory Goodies 
Basket Give-away Drive-
thru
Seneca Media

On Thursday, April 1st the ACC handed out 164 baskets and the 
SCC handed out 41, while The Education Department passed 
out 250 Jump into Spring Goody Bags along with over 70 prizes 
including a Chromebook, Printer, $25 Walmart Gift Cards, Hams, 
Duffle Bags, Coffee Mugs and Pendleton Towels.  There was also a 
special visit at the pick-up site from Peter Cotton Tail for those who 
wanted to take pictures.

This event was sponsored by HERO, Treasurer’s & Council Office. 
Nya:wëh



April 16, 2021

11
visit us on-line 

@sninews.org 

DEPARMENT UPDATES



April 16, 2021

12

FEATURE

Community Fair Week
IRVING, NY- The Community Fair kicked off Monday, April 5th 
with the Fishing Derby, Family Community Challenge, a Paint 
Project to raise awareness for Sexual Assault Victims, and drive-
thru chicken dinner. 

The week rounded out with various physical activities and 
challenges such as a Scavenger Hunt, a 5K, a lacrosse shoot out, a 
lay-up challenge, a 3 point shooting contest, a golf tournament, and 
a Community Clean up.  

Many art activities were included as well, the Education 
Department hosted a paint night and the Crime Victims 
Department hosted a paint project to raise awareness about sexual 
assault.  There was also a photo contest and family community 
challenge.   A drive-thru meal was given out daily.  All meals were 
sponsored by Nation Executives and Departments

Barbara Hill and family took advantage of the many activities this 
week "My family really enjoyed the Fishing Derby.  It was really 
fun, the kids and I all had a great time!"

"One of the cool things about the Community Fair was the option 
to join some of the challenges virtually if you were worried about 
Covid.  There were a lot of activities going on all week that you 
could pick an activity you were comfortable with."

"We felt pretty safe, all covid and social distance guidelines were 
followed the entire time through every event we attended.  They 
went to great lengths to be able to provide the activities we haven't 
been able to do.  I want to thank all the staff that made event safe 
and enjoyable for the community."  

Grant Stevens from the Cattaraugs Community Center hosted 
the Lacrosse Shoot Out, The Lay Up Challenge, and The 3 point 
Challenge on Thursday.  "This our Community Event Week and 
these are the most common sports activities going on in lacrosse 
and basketball within our community. With the pandemic going 
on, we haven't seen many people in the gym so it was nice to see 
everyone coming out and getting active again."  

Nya:wëh to all whom made the week possible for our communities!
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Hodinöhsöni' or 
Ogwe'öweh have had 
traditions with song 
and dance since our 
beginnings. Rooted in 
ceremony, traditional 
music is often used 
to give thanks to 
the Creator for the 
renewal of the cycle 
of nature and the 
continuous gifts from 
Mother Earth. Most 
ceremonies take place 
behind closed doors 
in the Longhouse for 
participants.

Social Dances aka “Socials” are fun gatherings for the entire 
family and community, not limited to Longhouse, and can be their 
own event with a purpose, i,e; to hold raffles, benefits, and raise 
funds for groups and organizations. Socials consist of a group of 
singers that use drums and rattles to get the crowd dancing; with 
a partner, or a rotation between male and female, some dances 
are just for women, some are just for men. Dancers join up in a 
counter clock wise circle, in a shape, or spread around the floor- it 
depends on the song. Some songs are Hodinöhsöni' songs, some are 
borrowed from other Nations. Socials can be held by Indigenous 
peoples or organizations and as scheduled often as the host prefers. 
Social songs can also be used for educational purposes exhibited 
by Hodinöhsöni' singers and dancers at schools, museums, and 
organizations. Smoke Dance has become a popular social dance 
with contests at many community events across our Territories, not 
just limited to powwows and socials. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has struck Hodinöhsöni’ country as hard 
as the rest of world.  Many ceremonies, socials, Smoke Dance 
contests, and powwows have ceased or only allow required 
attendance to renew the cycle, however, this has not stopped the 
Indigenous communities around Turtle Island from sharing and 
spreading our culture through song and dance.

Indigenous communities have found virtual mediums to stay in 
touch and promote Hodinöhsöni' music. The Quarantine Social 
Dance Page on Facebook run by Samatha and Solon Spruce gives a 
weekly dose of the socials the our communities have been missing 
since social distance policies and travel restrictions have kept 
families from gathering. The page has grown to over 4K members 
since it started in January with Sunday, April 4th marking the 13th 
week of the popular socials.

Based from the Onondaga Territory, the Spruces are educators of 
Hodinöhsöni' culture and have a group called “Indigenous Peoples 
Dancers.” The pair both sing and dance as part of the group and 
have performed at schools and various facilities. They are members 
of their respected Longhouses with Solon deriving from the 
Ga'dägësgëö' Territory and having various roles with the Seneca-
Iroquois Veterans Powwow. The page was started after Solon was 
requested to sing on a Round Dance page, Samatha and family 
listened, joined, and danced along and the thought to initiate the 
page was born.

The pair both put in equal efforts to make the page a success 
and are constantly reaching out to singers, taking requests, and 
scheduling singers every week. The Spruce’s have been providing 
virtual socials for their 4k+ followers for the past 13 weeks with 

some singing from as far as Oklahoma 
and Oneida, WI. Our local favorites 
such as Alan Dowdy, Justin Cook, Jake 
George, Jessie George, Alan George,  
Kelvin George, Josh Johnny-John, 
Kerwin Dowdy, Sheldon Sundown, 
Frank Wesaw, Travis “Huggy” John, 
Nolan Lay, and Marty Jimerson Sr. have also made regular 
appearances.

According to Samatha, the page gets a lot of positive feed back 
from their followers, “People are just grateful for life to seem a 
little normal again.” People can hear music and dance again, even 
if at home. Listeners can learn new songs from singers from across 
Turtle Island from the comfort of home. “Some people live far 
from home and weren’t hearing our songs and dances and this is a 
chance for them to get that home feeling again."  Many elders tune 
in with their families and let the Spruces know that the socials 
uplift their spirits.

The Quarantine Social Dance 
Page has been given permission 
to host spring a “Mini Sing.” 
Groups will sign up with Samatha 
or Solon and will have a time 
slot signed to sing their set of 
songs live on the Quarantine 
Social Dance starting in the early 
afternoon, then the social will 
continue as it regularly does. The 
"Mini Sing" will be SUNDAY, 
MAY 16th 12pm! Get your songs 
and sets together!  "We’re excited 
to hear and see everyone again 
like we used to before all of this. 
Be safe and take care of each other", says Samatha.

“I look forward to it every Sunday. I like listening. There are good 
singers and songs on there that I’ve never heard or seen before.  
They're from all Nations.  I learned new songs and like to practice 
singing at home", says Hiram Watt, a regular Sunday follower. 

Hodinöhsöni' music is a generational bridge of extended family; 
grandfathers, grandmothers, mothers, fathers, brothers, 
sisters, uncles, aunties, and cousins, whom continue to share 
our traditions, love, and culture with each other as the Creator 
intended. Young singers are developing new sets while hanging 
on to classic tones of their respected ancestors. Singing is a way 
of gathering, loving, and celebrating with each other for not only 
ceremonies but for entertainment and inspiration as well.  Don't 
forget to tune in every Sunday and watch for "Mini Sing" upates!

The Quarantine Social Dance Page
By Tami Watt, Editor
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Ja:goh Lucus Brown 
(Allegany Territory)
CCAA West-1 Award Recipient – First 
Team All-Star

Amos Whitcomb recently 
signed to play lacrosse at 
the University of Albany 
Ja:goh Amos!

Amos pictured w/his father Chad Whitcomb and siblings.

Gowanda High School Girls 
Basketball Senior Night
On March 19th, the Gowanda High School Girls Basketball team 
recognized their graduating seniors – Scotia Snyder, Miya Scanlan 
and Irissa Loving.  The girls’ basketball team also took home the 
victory that night, beating the North Collins Eagles 63-21!

All three girls have exciting plans after graduating.  Scotia will be 
attending Coastal Carolina University in South Carolina to play 
lacrosse, Miya will be attending Jacksonville University in Florida 
to also play lacrosse and Irissa will be enlisting in the US Army. 
Ja:goh Scotia, Miya & Irissa!

Scotia Snyder pictured w/her parents Scott Snyder 
& Marie Williams along with her Aunt Nancy Williams.

Miya Scanlan pictured w/her parents Charlie & Jodi Scanlan.

Left:  Irissa Loving w/father.  Right:  Head Coach Ross John, Sr.
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Iroquois Nationals lacrosse star 
Randy Staats was angry at first, 
but he now says an international 
snub of his team only fuelled 
his desire to play on the world 
stage.

Three years ago, the 
International Olympic 
Committee granted World 
Lacrosse, the international 
federation, provisional 
recognition. That's a step toward 
inclusion in the 2028 Summer 
Olympic Games, scheduled to 
take place in Los Angeles.

But to make the Olympics, 
the Iroquois Nationals, 
strong competitors in other 
international venues, will have 
to prove to the International 
Olympic Committee that they 
represent a sovereign nation 
distinct from Canada or the 
United States.

Lacrosse players from the six 
First Nations that make up the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy 
compete not for Canada or the 
U.S. — the settler states where 
their nations are nested — but 
for their confederacy.

Men's lacrosse has recently been 
added to the World Games, 
an international competition 
often considered an audition for 
sports seeking inclusion in the 
Olympics.

Even though the Iroquois 
Nationals finished in third place 
at the 2018 World Lacrosse 
Championships, they were not 
initially included in the top eight 
teams selected to compete at the 
2022 World Games.

“I thought it was a mistake 
at first,” Staats recalls. “I was 
frustrated, I was upset. It 
actually kind of helped me, in 
a way, personally, because it 
allowed me to have confidence 
to voice my opinion.”

It seems Staats, 28, was 
destined to be a lacrosse player. 
“I was born with a stick in my 

cradle,” he says with a laugh.

As a Mohawk growing up in Six 
Nations of the Grand River in 
southern Ontario, the game was 
passed down to him through the 
generations by his elders.

Staats’ father, uncles and 
grandfather all played. “[It] just 
goes to show, in our culture, 
what it means. You enter this 
earth with a wooden stick and 
when you leave this earth you 
have a wooden stick in your 
casket.”

A tweet from Staats about the 
World Games sparked attention, 
leading to an outcry, says 
teammate Brendan Bomberry, 
also a Mohawk from Six 
Nations.

“We really saw the power of 
social media and the power of 
our voices that, if we speak up, 
we can make a difference and 
that was really awesome to see.”

The resulting uproar and the 
voluntary withdrawal by Ireland 
Lacrosse’s Senior National 
Team from the international 
competition caused World 
Lacrosse and the International 
World Games Association to 
reverse their decision and 
include the Iroquois Nationals 
in the coming 2022 World 
Games.

It was a recognition of the 
central place the Iroquois team 
holds in the lacrosse sphere.

The Irish lacrosse association 
saw that it was important for 
the Iroquois team to be there 
as the originators of the game 
and they stepped back, says Leo 
Nolan, executive director of the 
Iroquois Nationals. “It was a 
magnanimous gesture on their 
part to do that.”

The Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy views lacrosse as a 
gift from the Creator.

“We have a modern version 
now, but the medicine game 
was originally given to us by 
the Creator to help us heal 
spiritually, physically, mentally,” 
says Nolan, a Mohawk who grew 
up on the Onondaga Nation.

“It’s an integral part of our 
culture, of our lifestyle, of our 
way of dealing with adverse 
things that happen sometimes 
in our lives, so it’s a good way of 
helping us deal with everyday 
life struggles and stresses. The 
game, of course, has changed 
dramatically from those times, 
but we continue to hold that 
very close to us.”

While the Haudenosaunee are 
considered the originators and 
stewards of the game, many 
First Nations played a version of 
lacrosse.

Many cite the early ball games 
known as baggataway and 
tewaarathon as forerunners of 
the modern version. In those 
times, hundreds of Indigenous 

players might compete on a 
field stretching kilometres, with 
games lasting days.

The ball was originally made of 
wood and later deerskin filled 
with fur. Deer sinew was used 
for stick netting.

The name “crosse” or “la crosse” 
was coined by French Jesuit 
missionary Jean de Brébeuf in 
1637 based on his observations 
of a game.

In the 1860s, standardized 
lacrosse rules were developed 
by Montreal dentist William 
George Beers, an avid promoter 
of the game who also exchanged 
the traditional deerskin ball for 
a hard rubber one.

In 1867, the National Lacrosse 
Association was formed and 
Beers later published a guide 
and rulebook titled "Lacrosse: 
The National Game of Canada." 
Among the rules: “No Indian 
must play in a match for a white 
club, unless previously agreed 
upon.”

The National Lacrosse 
Association became an amateur 
organization in 1880, with 
Indigenous players barred from 
championship competition.

Don Morrow, a professor in the 
Faculty of Health Sciences at 
Western University who studies 
the history of sport in Canada, 
has written that implicit in this 
practice was the assumption 
that Indians had an unfair 
advantage because of their skill 
and, very likely, “the perception 
of them as racially inferior.”

“Thus, the group that was 
leaned on when (the modern 
game) was in its infancy, was 
summarily dismissed — except 
for exhibition matches and 
the showcase tours — once the 
institution of lacrosse was able 
to stand by itself.”

As a result, Indigenous teams 
(Continued on page 16)

Iroquois lacrosse team aims to make Olympic 
competition under its own flag
March 15, 2021 |  Reprinted from msn.com
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played one another but were 
not allowed to compete for a 
Canadian title, says historian 
Allan Downey, author of “The 
Creator’s Game” and a professor 
in the history department and 
Indigenous studies program 
at McMaster University in 
Hamilton.

“It had the effect of limiting, 
if not almost eliminating, the 
right of the Haudenosaunee 
to represent themselves 
as a sovereign nation, as a 
team in, not only Canadian 
championship classifications, 
but also in international 
competitions.”

Downey sees the developments 
as an appropriation of the 
Indigenous game to shape a 
distinctly Canadian identity.

Two teams — the Mohawk 
Indians and the Winnipeg 
Shamrocks — competed for 
Canada at the 1904 Summer 
Olympic Games in St. Louis, 
with Winnipeg winning the 

gold medal. Lacrosse was 
also featured at the 1908 
Games, but it was relegated 
to demonstration status at a 
handful of future Olympics.

The birth of the Iroquois 
Nationals lacrosse team, 
initially as a one-time venture 
in the 1980s, marked a path 
toward change. The team 
strived to become part of 
the International Lacrosse 
Federation, a forerunner of the 
World Lacrosse Championship.

The federation didn’t know 
the team or the confederacy’s 
history, Downey says. “So the 
question becomes immediately: 
what do you mean you’re a 
sovereign nation? How can you 
prove that you’re a sovereign 
nation?”

For the Iroquois Nationals, 
the path back to the Olympics 
involves being competitive 
enough to qualify, forming a 
national Olympic committee 
and applying for recognition 

by the International Olympic 
Committee.

The IOC is built upon the 
recognition of nation-states, 
and Indigenous sovereignty 
challenges the autonomy of 
those states, Downey says. The 
Iroquois Nationals will have 
to convince the IOC that they 
represent a sovereign nation 
that can compete on that basis, 
he said.

“So, there needs to be a 
reworking of the political 
process for their recognition 
and I’m hopeful that that will 
take place but it’s not going 
to be without a long difficult 
struggle.”

The only other option would be 
to compete under the IOC flag, 
rather than the Haudenosaunee 
flag, which defeats the purpose, 
Downey says.

The decision on the Iroquois’ 
National Olympic Committee 
application for the 2028 Games 

is scheduled to be made in 
2024.

“We basically have to sell 
the IOC on our international 
experience, our international 
standing, our sovereignty, and 
the good things that’ll happen 
if we’re there playing lacrosse, 
the game we originated,” Nolan 
said.

The team is “very optimistic” 
about the prospect, he added.

“We think it’d be a great gesture, 
a great symbolic step for 
Indigenous communities — not 
just us, not just American and 
Alaska natives, or First Nations 
folks — but for Indigenous 
communities around the world.”

This report by The Canadian 
Press was first published March 
13, 2021.

Source:  https://www.msn.com/
en-ca/news/canada/iroquois-la-
crosse-team-aims-to-make-olym-
pic-competition-under-its-own-flag/
ar-BB1ey4qK

IROQUOIS NATIONALS LACROSSE

National Federation for Just Communities Honors 
Roswell Park’s Dr. Rodney Haring
Local agency that works to promote understanding and respect honored Community 
Heroes March 19-20
Submitted by Rebecca Vogt, Roswell Park  |  March 18, 2021

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Roswell Park 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 
is proud to announce Rodney 
Haring, PhD, MSW, Director 
of the Center for Indigenous 
Cancer Research was honored 
with a Community Hero Award 
from the National Federation for 

Just Communities of Western 
New York (NFJC WNY). 
 
Traditionally a luncheon, the 
organization re-imagined 
their annual event into an 
awards ceremony to honor 
and recognize “Community 
Heroes” who tackled the 
numerous challenges that faced 
our community in 2020. Each 
awardee was picked based on 
the impact they’ve had in our 
region and how it reflects the 
mission of the NFJC. 

Shortly before COVID-19 
gripped our nation and the 
world, Dr. Haring announced 
the launch of the CICR — the 
first initiative of its kind in 
the Northeast. Since then, 
he and his team have been 

pivotal in disseminating critical 
information to communities far 
and wide. Dr. Haring has hosted 
several webinars and a fireside 
chat alongside international 
cancer experts to focus on the 
unique concerns tribes and 
Indigenous nations faced as they 
coped with the pandemic. In 
late 2020, he was named to the 
national COVID-19 Prevention 
Network’s Native 
Expert Panel, 
a role in which 
he works to 
ensure diversity 
and culturally 
appropriate 
communication in 
COVID vaccine clinical trials. 

The award ceremony appeared 
on WGRZ-TV Channel 2 on 

Friday, March 19th.  Ja:goh Dr. 
Haring!

Dr. Rodney Haring is a NFJC 
of WNY Community Hero 

Awardee

HIGHLIGHTS

•   Seneca researcher leads 
Roswell Park’s Center 
for Indigenous Cancer 
Research 

•   Awardees embodied the 
mission of the organization 
during the pandemic 

•   Dr. Haring advocates for 
health and well-being of 
Indigenous communities
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Saving America's Endangered Languages
Submitted by Flip White

Research shows that language 
revitalization is a key empowerment tool 
for Native American communities. The 
methods for creating fluent speakers 
of Native American languages are 
well-tested and effective. All involve 
immersing language learners in 
their language, whether in one-on-
one master-apprentice relationships, 
in language-nest intergenerational 
settings, or in immersion preschools.

In Window Rock, Arizona, American 
Indian children who began school in Dine 
(Navajo) and learned English as a second 
language performed almost two grade levels 
above their peers who started school in 
English. 
In Hilo, Hawai’i, children who attended 
Hawaiian immersion schools had a zero 
percent dropout rate and a much higher 
level of college attendance than their non-
immersion-school peers. 

Across the country, where Native American 
children know their language, they are 
more likely to use their education and 
talents to enrich their communities. 

In 1990, the U.S. government recognized 
the harm of previous federal policies by 
passing the Native American Languages 
Act. That law established a federal policy 
to preserve, protect, and promote Native 
American rights to use, practice, and 
develop Native American languages. 

In 2006 the Congress unanimously passed 
the Esther Martinez Native American 
Language Preservation Act; full 
funding of that legislation would add $10 
million more to such efforts. But with 562 

federally recognized tribes and many non-
recognized indigenous communities with 
urgent language needs, much more funding 
is needed.

With this issue, the organization Cultural 
Survival is embarking on a campaign 
to save critically endangered Native 
American languages. The objective 
is to raise national awareness 
about what is at stake in a way that 
leads to a major expansion of the 
number of foundations, individuals, 
tribal casinos, tribal governments, 
corporations, and other donors 
who lend financial support to the 
revitalization efforts of tribal 
communities. 

As Program Council Co-Chair Richard 
Grounds says, “Revitalizing Native 
American languages is the most critical 
issue in Indian Country today. We can wait 
five years for a road or a new school, but if 
we do not act now, our elders will pass on 
and our languages will be gone.”   

There is a role for all supporters in this 
campaign: Become a language advocate. 
Raise the profile of the issue by talking 
about it with people you know.  If you are a 

member of a tribal community, learn your 
language and do all you can to ensure that 
others learn it and use it.  Author Ellen 
L. Lutz authored this article, our thanks 
and appreciation go out to her.  

A quote from Agwadeyësta’ Do:gë:h’s 
website, “When Elders speak to others 
in our language, we can see and hear 
their happiness.  When the youth speak 
our language, it generates a sense of joy 
and makes all of us happy.  If using our 
language brings more happiness to the 
community, then let’s all do more of that.”  

Language learning can be a lot of fun. Of 
course it has its’ challenges but we have 
to stay focused, remain positive, and 
encourage each other. Maybe we could all 
start our own little language nests in our 
homes. Perhaps we can ‘retire’ some of 
those common English phrases and vow to 
use Onöndowa’ga:’ Gawë:nö’ instead. For 
example: 

Sadö’gweta? (Are you well?)                                                                            
Detgye:i (I’m all right)                                                                           
Hënödögwe:ta sawaji:yä’? 
(How is your family?)                                                  
Gajö’se:ne (I’ve come to visit) – the list is 
endless …                                                                         

Just remember - every single word spoken 
is a positive step forward.  Talk to those who 
are learning, they have set the standard for 
the rest of us and have quite a story to share 
with you. Their experiences and model will 
move you.

Nya:wëh for your time and consideration. 
Ë:sgënö’gëög (offering of peace and 
health)

News From The Four Corners United 
Methodist Church           
Rte. 438 and Versailles Plank Road, Cattaraugus Territory  |  Pastor – Holly Brittain
Submitted by Marilyn Anderson

For Christians Easter is the celebration of the Resurrection – a 
new life, a new beginning.  For all of us it means that it’s time to 
get ready to plant our gardens and get ready for summer – a new 
beginning.  Many of us have had our Covid vaccinations and we 
are beginning to experience the new normal of life.  It’s a time 
of rebirth and repentance – changing our way of life. By now we 
have had our fill of jellybeans, chocolate, and ham and so it’s time 
to shed our winter weight and get ready for summer!

One of the hymns that we love to sing in church is Amazing 
Grace.  It was written in the 1700’s by an Englishman named 
John Newton who was a slave trader-turned-abolitionist.  The 
word “grace” means God’s unconditional love and so as you hear 

the lyrics you can understand the revelation that John Newtown 
experienced.  He made such a major change in his life and it was 
all due to God’s grace.  He changed his way of life!

Please continue to pray for those in our communities who are 
affected by drug or alcohol abuse, those who are struggling with 
illness and those who are mourning the loss of a loved one.  We all 
need healing.  At Four Corners we are experiencing new life – our 
new pastor, Holly Brittain.  She is a down to earth lady who brings 
to us her life stories and enthusiasm for her faith. Come and join 
us for coffee at 8:30 a.m. and service at 9am on Sunday morning.  

Peace.
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Three monuments of women are coming to Western 
New York including Seneca Nation member and 
Educator, Geraldine Green
By Jeddy Johnson  |  Mar 25, 2021  |  Reprinted from wkbw.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Seneca Nation of Indians is currently 
accepting letters of intent for those 
interested in serving on the: 

SENECA NATION LIBRARY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES (5)

2- Allegany Territory Representatives (term: 2020-2025)
2 – Allegany Territory Representatives (term: 2021-2026)
1 – Cattaraugus Territory Representative Vacancy 
(fulfill a term 2017-2022)
________________________________________
Purpose:
The library shall be managed by the Board of Trustees. 
Qualifications:
Must be at least 18 years of age 

________________________________________
If interested, please submit your letter of intent no later than:  May 
28, 2021
Mail To:
Seneca Nation of Indians Clerk’s Office
Attention: Marta L. Kettle, Clerk
12837 Rte. 438 
Irving, NY  14081

BUFFALO, N.Y. (WKBW) — After a brief 
intermission, Karen King, the executive 
director of the Erie County Commission 
on the Status of Women is ready to revamp 
the trailblazing women of WNY monument 
project.

“We are in a full fundraising mode right 
now. We hope to continue to receive 
contributions from foundations, but we do 
hope to enter into the next phase which will 
include the creation of a steering committee 
and then the process of soliciting proposal 
from artists," King said.

The project will feature a statue of three 
women who have made significant 
contributions to our area. Louise Bethune, 
the first professional woman architect 
in the United States and the designer of 
(Continued on page 19)
Hotel Lafayette. Mary Talbert, a renowned 
humans and civil rights leader and 
Geraldine Green, an educator and member 
of the Seneca nation.

The three icon ladies will placed in front of 
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GERALDINE GREEN

K ART Announces Two New Exhibitions
"Brought to Light: The Epidemic of Violence against Native and Indigenous Women" 
AND "Orenda: Paintings by artist G. Peter Jemison"
Brooke Leboeuf, Art Director  |  thek.art  |  March 30, 2021

BUFFALO, N.Y., -- K Art, 808 
Main St., Buffalo, a Native 
American-owned commercial 
gallery that solely showcases 
the artwork of national-level 
Native contemporary artists, 
announces the details for its 
newest exhibitions. Set to 
open Friday, April 30, 
2021, in K Art's 2,000 square-
foot gallery space, Brought 
to Light: The Epidemic of 
Violence against Native 
and Indigenous Women 
addresses devastating statistics 
of violence.  Compared to any 
other group, Native American 
women in the United States 
are more than twice as likely 
to experience violence; 84% of 
Native women have experienced 
violence in their lifetime. In 
2016 alone, there were 5,712 
known incidences of murdered 
or missing Native women. 
Canada has categorized this 
human rights crisis as genocide 
and has undergone a national 
inquiry into murdered and 
missing Indigenous women and 
girls.

Brought to Light brings 
together five Native artists: 
Natalie Ball; Luzene Hill; 
Sonya Kellihercombs; Jodi 
Lynn Maracle; and Julia Rose 
Sutherland. In different ways, 
their works address the trauma, 
violence, and loss of identity 
that result from systemic 
racism, sexism, and the 
ingrained history of colonialism 

in North America. These artists 
seek to bring an epidemic 
out of the shadows and into 
mainstream consciousness; and, 
in doing so, create new spaces 
of discourse and understanding 
about indigeneity.

New works have been created 
specifically for Brought to 
Light. Luzene Hill's new site-
specific work presents three 
numbers:1492, 574, and 6956. 
The first identifies the year 
a massive wave of invasions 
into the Americas began. 
The second is the number of 
federally recognized Native 
nations currently in the United 
States. The third focuses on the 
average number of reported 
Native American women 
sexually assaulted each year 
in the United States, based on 
data over twelve years. Sonya 
Kelliher-Combs will show new 
work created for her ongoing 
series, A Million Tears, which 
initially debuted at The North 
Atlantic House in Denmark. The 
series was created in response 
to the many painful accounts 
she has heard of abuse. The 

works speak about pain, fear, 
anger, loss of innocence, and 
the impact of this injustice 
on the sense of self, family, 
and community. Photo-
documentation will be shown 
of Julia Rose Sutherland's 
performance piece done at Silo 
City, Buffalo, NY, which gave 
remembrance and gratitude 
and sought to raise public 
awareness about the epidemic 
of missing and murdered 
Indigenous women in North 
America. Artists Natalie Ball 
and Jodi Lynn Maracle relate to 
trauma more indirectly as they 
delve into questions of power 
and identity. Also included is a 
work by Natalie Ball, created at 
the prestigious Crow's Shadow 
Institute for Art in Oregon, 
which addresses the abuse of 
identity through simplified 
narratives, and reclamation of 
that identity through new visual 
language. Jodi Lynn Maracle 
will create new works that 
utilize Haudenosaunee material, 
language, and techniques, such 
as hand tanning deer hides 
and corn husk twining, in 
conversation with soundscapes, 

projections, video, and 
performance to interrogate 
questions of place, power, 
erasure, and story-making.

K Art is also pleased to 
announce that it will be 
expanding into the field of artist 
representation and has signed 
its first artist, G. Peter Jemison. 
To celebrate the occasion, K 
Art will be showcasing a solo 
exhibition of work by Jemison, 
titled Orenda. Orenda will 
feature a survey of work 
covering the last 15 years of 
Peter's impressive, decades-
long career. Widely shown and 
collected, Jemison's works 
are rooted in the framework 
of Native American history, 
culture, and iconography. 
Known for his naturalistic 
paintings and series of works 
done on brown paper bags, 
his art embodies orenda, the 
traditional Iroquois belief that 
every living thing and every part 
of creation contains a spiritual 
force. His paintings, videos, 
and mixed media works have 
been exhibited in numerous solo 
and group exhibitions in the 
U.S., the U.K., and Germany. 
Jemison's work is in numerous 
private and museum collections, 
including the Whitney Museum 
of American Art. In October of 
2021, Jemison will be featured 
in a show at MOMA PS1.

(Continued on page 20)

the Erie County Public Library. A location 
that King says is significant to them all.

“Well of course Louise Bethunbeing the 
architect of the Lafyette Hotel and the 
Lafayette Hotel being close to the library 
is significant. But also, the Talbert family 
owned property on that area. And of course, 
with Green being a member of the Seneca 
nation, all of this land belonged to Native 
Americans.”

King is hoping these statues will empower 

the present and future women of Western 
New York.

Western New York

 By: Jeddy JohnsonPosted at 5:46 
PM, Mar 25, 2021 and last updated 5:46 
PM, Mar 25, 2021
BUFFALO, N.Y. (WKBW) — After a brief 
intermission, Karen King, the executive 
director of the Erie County Commission 
on the Status of Women is ready to revamp 
the trailblazing women of WNY monument 

project.

“We are in a full fundraising mode right 
now. We hope to continue to receive 
contributions from foundations, but we do 
hope to enter into the next phase which will 
include the creation of a steering committee 
and then the process of soliciting proposal 
from artists," King said.
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We at New York Connects would like to let you know that we are still 
operating during this pandemic of the COVID-19. We can help you with your 
long-term services and supports and needs for people of all ages, any disability, and caregivers. New York Connects can help you apply 
for Medicaid, find care and support, get answers about Medicare, learn about supports in caregiving, and much more.  There are two 

ways to contact us:  By phone. Call 1-800-342-9871. Interpretation and translation services are free.  Individuals who are deaf or 
hard of hearing can use the Relay System 7-1-1.  Western New York Independent Living Inc. 1-888-564-5171  Online. Please visit our 

website: www.nyconnects.ny.gov  .  Please be safe and healthy, Nya:weh.

Nya:wëh Sgë:nö’ To All Seneca 
Community Members (Submitted by Lafayette Williams)

About K Art

Located in Buffalo, New York's 
Allentown historic district 
as an integral element of the 
K Haus, a design, art, and 
tech-centric space, K Art is 
the first Native American-

owned commercial art gallery 
with a primary programmatic 
focus on national-level Native 
American contemporary artists. 
Founded and owned by Dave 
Kimelberg, an enrolled member 
of the Seneca Nation of Indians 
(Bear Clan), K Art's mission is 

to elevate cutting-edge Native 
contemporary artists. K Art's 
Art Director Brooke Leboeuf 
leads the curation of solo and 
group exhibitions on a rotating 
basis within the gallery's 2,000 
square feet of space. For more 
information, visit thek.art.

Source:  

https://www.prnewswire.com/
news-releases/k-art-announc-
es-two-new-exhibitions-301259039.
html

Good Neighbors: It Takes a Tribe
Many people know of JC Seneca, the businessman & philanthropist. But this week's 
"Good Neighbor" is his wife, Nicole, who founded a charity to help children in need
By Melissa Holmes  |  March 31, 2021  |  Reprinted from wgrz.com

IRVING, N.Y. — The old saying 
goes, 'It takes a village to raise 
a child.' But Nicole Seneca 
believes 'It takes a tribe.'

Together Nicole and her 
husband JC Seneca have 6 
children. They adopted their 
youngest daughter in 2018. But 
over the years, they've cared 
for countless others through 
fostering and also through 
kinship.

"We're just here to help in 
whatever way we can. We've 
had kids for a day. We've had 
kids forever," said Nicole.

Through her experiences, 
Nicole discovered distinct 
differences between foster 
families and kinship. She 
said when foster parents take 
children who are not related to 

them into their homes, they're 
provided with training, stipends 
and other support from the 
agencies or county. But with 
kinship, which is preferred on 
the Seneca Nation through the 
Indian Children Welfare Act, 
adults care for younger relatives, 
sometimes suddenly and 
without notice, and they often 
have no help at all. 

"Kinship on it's own is really 
good for ensuring a child 
maintains their culture and 
identity, however it kind of 
leaves us hanging. There are 
no supports with it. They don't 
receive stipends or financial 
assistance. They don't receive 
support that foster parents 
do," said Nicole. "So what I've 
noticed is that people need 
support. They need to be helped. 
So that's kind of what I do. I fill 
in the gaps."

Nicole does that through the 
organization she launched in 

2018 called "It Takes a Tribe."  

Not only does she fundraise to 
take the children on outings like 
tubing, the zoo, and Bandits 
games for a little fun and 
normalcy, but she also gratefully 
accepts donated items, food, 
school supplies and gifts, and 
then distributes them.

She's had a Girl Scout troop 
donate boxes of diapers, and an 
anonymous couple deliver two 
truckloads of non-perishable 
foods, promising more. 

"I'm not even sure how they 
found us. They both were like, 
'we just want to help. We're just 
working for God and we felt this 
was a really good place to do 
that and to put our energy," said 
Nicole.

Nicole said she's overwhelmed 
by the kindness from the 
community, and touched by 
handmade items. A woman 

from Potsdam knitted hats, 
mittens and scarves, and a 
sewing circle led by one of the 
Nation elders made quilts and 
pillowcases. 

"I gave [a boy] a pillow and he 
went running to his foster mom 
and said, 'I have never had a 
brand new pillow ever.'" 

It's the little things that so many 
people might take for granted 
that can truly make a difference 
to the children helped by Nicole 
and her organization "It Takes a 
Tribe."

"I hope and I know that they 
feel like their community loves 
them," she said. 

If you'd like to donate to "It 
Takes a Tribe," or learn more 
about the organization, check 
out their Facebook page.

To nominate a person or group 
to be featured as a "Good 

Neighbor" on Channel 2, 
send an email with details to 
Melissa.Holmes@wgrz.com.

Source:  

https://www.wgrz.com/article/
life/people/good-neighbors/
good-neighbors-it-takes-a-tribe-
seneca-nation-foster-children/71-
d75eba3b-b796-4729-b4f4-
a90e0799b180
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF MERWIN C. MAYBEE

Executor:  Roberta Redeye,
102 Washington St., Salamanca, NY  14779

~ Allegany Territory - Final Notice ~ 

ESTATE OF DAVID B. DUNN
Administrator:  Amber L. Maines,

6279 County Rd. 1620, Grapeland, TX  75844
~ Allegany Territory - Final Notice ~

ESTATE OF STEPHEN H. CROUSE
Executor:  Charles T. Hall - Attorney,

P.O. Box 3236, Jamestown, NY  14702
~ Allegany Territory - Final Notice ~ 

ESTATE OF JOYCE E. LAY
Administrator:  Maritza Fox,

P.O. Box 43, Versailles, NY  14168
~ Cattaraugus Territory - Final Notice ~ 

ESTATE OF MILBURN WATT
Administrator:  Nancy Toth,

3446 Center Rd., Salamanca, NY  14779
~ Allegany Territory - 2nd Notice ~ 

ESTATE OF LINDA FISHER
Executor:  Gerry Fisher,

P.O. Box 48, Lawtons, NY  14091
~ Cattaraugus Territory - Final Notice ~ 

ESTATE OF HAROLD SMITH
Administrator:  Terry L. Smith,

12444 Route 438, Irving, NY  14081
~ Cattaraugus Territory - Final Notice ~

ESTATE OF JOHN WATERMAN
Administrator:  Rose Guthrie,

2511 Brighton Ave, NE, Minneapolis, MN  55418
~ Cattaraugus Territory - 2nd Notice ~ 

ESTATE OF ELIZABETH WATERMAN
Administrator:  Rose Guthrie,

2511 Brighton Ave, NE, Minneapolis, MN  55418
~ Cattaraugus Territory - 2nd Notice ~

Seneca Nation of Indians  |  SURROGATE’S COURT  |  Cattaraugus & Allegany Territory

Notice is hereby given to all creditors and contingent creditors of the above-named decedents, that all persons having claims against 
the decedents are required to file them with the appropriate Surrogate’s Court, at the Allegany/Cattaraugus Territory.  You are also 
required to mail or deliver a copy to the Administrator/Executor.  This notice shall serve to  notify creditors that they have ninety 
(90) calendar days from  the date of the first publication of the notice to present their  claims to the Administrator/Executor or the 
Clerk, and the estate may pay only those claims presented.  For your protection, you are encouraged to file your claim by certified 

mail, with return receipt requested.

ESTATE OF NORMA ARMSTRONG
Administrator:  Kimberly Romine,

200 Sedgwick Court, Stafford, VA  22554
~ Cattaraugus Territory - 2nd Notice ~  

ESTATE OF VERNON JIMERSON
Executor:  John Jimerson,

40 E. Summit St., Lakewood, NY  14750
~ Allegany Territory - 1st Notice ~  

ESTATE OF AMELIA WATT
Co-Executors:  Stephen Watt / Lana Watt,

P.O. Box 159, Steamburg, NY  14783
~ Cattaraugus Territory - 1st Notice ~

ESTATE OF ARTHUR GORDON
Administrator:  Stephen Gordon,

67 Fawn Ave., Salamanca, NY  14779
~ Allegany/Cattaraugus Territory - 1st Notice ~

ESTATE OF STEVEN SCHINDLER
Administrator:  Barbara Thompson,

14163 Route 438, Gowanda, NY  14070
~ Cattaraugus Territory - 1st Notice ~

ESTATE OF KENNETH E. WATT
Administrator:  Donna M. Eagan,

903 90th St., Niagara Falls, NY  14304
~ Allegany/Cattaraugus Territory - 1st Notice ~

ESTATE OF KYLEN JAMES WHITE
Administrator:  Carlyn Larkin,

3602 S. Authority Rd., Kill Buck, NY  14748
~ Allegany/Cattaraugus Territory - 1st Notice ~

ESTATE OF DARRYL JOHN
Administrator:  Penny John,

490 Broad St., Salamanca, NY  14779
~ Allegany/Cattaraugus Territory - 1st Notice ~

ESTATE OF GRACE LOOMIS
Executor:  Donald Loomis,

68 Genet St., Dunkirk, NY  14048
~ Cattaraugus Territory - 1st Notice ~

April Seneca Language Newsletter
Features: program updates, recipe and a traditional story.

To view, visit:  

https://sni.org/departments/seneca-language/news-an-
nouncements/2021/04/april-seneca-language-newsletter/
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The purpose of the Allegany Language Department, Ögwaiwanösde’ Ögwawënö’, is to promote conversational 
Seneca language use at the Seneca Nation.

From the Family of the late Andrew John
Submitted by Lindsey Cooper

The family of Andrew John 
would like to say Nya:wëh to 
everybody who’s helped us 

through this most difficult time. 
The flowers & cards, monetary 
donations & food truly warmed 
our hearts. A special Nya:wëh 
to my Uncles Larry, Jim, Tom, 
Mike Stan, Wesley & Frankie 

for being the greatest Uncles a 
family could ask for and to my 

sister/cousin Jackie for all of her 
love and support. Also, a huge 

Nya:wëh 
to Chrissy Schindler/Herons Landing, 

Kristen Lay/Capozzi’s Pizzeria and 
Lauren Lyons/Hakuna Matata, we 

appreciate your support. Please forgive 
me if we’ve forgotten anybody, we love 

and appreciate all of you. 

Nya:wëh again, 
Lindsey, Jr, Adam, Riley, Grace 
& Cayelle, Lauren, Erika, Zach, 

Marleah and Steph.

Happy Belated 100th 
Birthday! (Submitted by 

Councillor Arlene Bova)
Happy Belated Birthday to my Uncle Bill, 
William C. Hoag on March 30, 2021!  
He is the Seneca Nations oldest Elder 

and lives in the Northwest independently 
at home on Lake Sammamish in 

Washington state. He is retired from 
Boeing industry of Seattle and he is of 

the Beaver Clan. His parents were Arthur 
Hoag - wolf clan - Allegany and mother 
Isabelle Tallchief Hoag - beaver clan - 

Cattaraugus.  Happy 100 Birthday!


