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A message from President Matthew B. PagelsA message from President Matthew B. Pagels

Make sure to check out the UPDATED COVID-19 Response Hub:     https://covid19.snigis.org

The COVID-19 Response Hub has been updated with a new look for better viewing on mobile devices and computers. It has the 
latest on testing events and statistics, as well as video PSAs and other important information.

IN THIS ISSUE IN THIS ISSUE

Nya:wëh sgë:nö' gagwe:göh, 

There is a crispness in the air as we move 
into Fall. It’s time for sweatshirts, football 
and apple cider.  The leaves should be 
reaching their peak of color, reminding us 
how fortunate we are to experience all of 
the seasons.

As the weather gets cooler we will 
be gathering in doors more often.  
Let’s continue to follow the CDC 
recommendation for social distancing, 

mask wearing and sanitizing our hands.  
These actions not only protect us from 
COVID they keep us safe from the flu and 
common cold.  As people began to loosen 
their mandates the number of COVID 
cases were rising.  Our recent 10-day 
look has 20 cases reported from Allegany 
health, 10 in Cattaraugus Health and 1 
detected through Blue Stone testing.  As 
you can see our numbers continue to 
oscillate from week to week.  

Nya:wëh to everyone for continuing to 
fight this pandemic by practicing good 
judgment with the protocols.  We continue 
to encourage eligible members to get 
vaccinated.  Please contact the health 
center for an appointment or with questions 
regarding vaccination.  I will continue to 
emphasis this message every article as long 
as we are fighting this terrible virus.
Weekly Blue Stone testing will continue for 
the next few weeks every Thursday from 
1pm – 5pm at the fire halls in both Allegany 
and Cattaraugus.  Remember to pre-register 
before arriving at the testing site.  To 
register, visit BluestoneSafe.com or visit 
our Coronavirus response hub through our 
website at sni.org.

The Nation observed multiple significant 
gatherings this month.  The Health 
Department, Native Connections and 
Cattaraugus Community Center sponsored 
the Out of the Darkness walk in recognition 
of  suicide awareness.  Suicide is the second 
leading cause of death among Native people 
ages 10-24.  In our community we have 
members who are struggling, hurting or 
feel alone.  Let’s lift each other up and give 
support to each other in any situation.  
Together we can get through the darkness 
and be that ray of hope that shines through.  
Each year we reflect on one of the worse 
betrayals the Seneca People have endured 
in our history.  The Kinzua removal of 
our ancestors, and families from their 
homesteads.  Schools were burned and 
burial grounds were disrupted and moved.  
These acts are forever embedded in our 



October 15, 2021

2

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

FROM THE DESK OF THE TREASURER

hearts and disseminated unto our children.  
This is a reminder that must always defend 
our agreements and our sovereignty.  
Together we continue to grow and make our 
Nation stronger today and for our future 
generations. 
 
Lastly, we observed Orange Shirt Day with 
a community healing walk sponsored by the 
Seneca Nation Victim Services Department 
and Area Office of the Aging.  This is 
in remembrance of those who attended 
residential boarding schools.  It’s a time 
to begin healing by acknowledging the 
trauma suffered at the hands of people who 

were charged with 
their well-being.  We 
acknowledge the loss 
of language, culture 
and family structure 
and begin to 
understand how this 
trauma transcends 
generations.  Our 
communities are 
strong and resilient 
and we will continue 
to heal through this 
trauma.  

We feel this is the 
time for truth 

and healing. We ask the United States 
and other governments to formally 
acknowledge and apologize for their role 
in these schools.  If we are to truly heal 
we must examine and investigate the role 
these schools have had on Native peoples, 
remember Every child matters.

Have a great month. Let’s stay safe, and 
stay strong!

Dah ne’hoh dih ae’
Matt.

Greetings, 

I hope everyone is enjoying these crisp fall 
temperatures and taking time to notice the 
changing colors of the leaves. This time of 
year always gets busy, as it seems there are 
football games, craft fairs and other get-
togethers every weekend.     

Back in August, one of our Steamburg 
members, Sharon Atwood, stopped by 
to visit because she had an idea she 
wanted to discuss.  She thought it would 
be a good idea for our communities to 
do a collection of clothing and household 
items for the Native American Heritage 

Association.  NAHA is a charitable non-
profit organization, located in Rapid City, 
South Dakota and is dedicated to helping 
Native American families in need, living 
on sovereign lands in South Dakota and 
Wyoming: Pine Ridge, Rosebud, Crow 
Creek, Lower Brule, Cheyenne River, Wind 
River, Northern Arapahoe and Eastern 
Shoshone.  On September 26th, a semi-
trailer, loaded to the brim, with bags upon 
bags of good used clothing, jackets, shoes, 
boots and miscellaneous furniture and 
household items made its way to South 
Dakota, from the Seneca Nation. I'd like to 
thank not only Sharon "Ibby" Atwood, but 
my staff and all of the generous folks from 
the Allegany and Cattaraugus communities 
who made donations of clothing and 
household items.  I'd also like to thank 
the staff at the ACC, CCC, Cattaraugus 
Disability Department, Allegany Tribal 
Advocate Office, Cattaraugus Tribal 
Advocate Office; and of course, the hard-
working, reliable staff of both Allegany and 
Cattaraugus DPW Departments.  Without 
the manpower of both of our DPW crews, 
we would not have been able to get that 
truck loaded!  Finally, I would like to 
express my appreciation for the added 
support of the Council and Clerk's Offices. 
  
The Drug Taskforce recently held an 
artwork/concept contest to produce 

some new billboards throughout our 
communities.  We received fifteen entries.  
The winners of the cash prizes were: 1st 
place-Marlene Cook, 2nd place-Carson 
Waterman, 3rd place-Carson Waterman 
and 4th place-Mike Snyder.  All of the 
entries were very good and the judging was 
very close.  Congratulations and nya:wëh 
to those of you whom submitted your 
artwork and ideas! My staff is currently 
locating new sites for us to construct a few 
new billboards in our communities and the 
artwork has been delivered to our Media 
Department for them to create the final 
images.
 As for COVID-19, we are seeing the levels of 
positive cases fluctuating, to a degree; with 
a mostly decreasing trend.  It is because of 
these fluctuations that, I can't stress enough 
how important it is that we remain vigilant 
and keep our guard up. Please, if you have 
presently not received your COVID-19 
vaccination, consider getting it as soon as 
humanly possible.  The sooner everyone is 
vaccinated, the sooner we can get on the 
other side of the stress, worry and concern 
we all feel for our families, elders and loved 
ones.

Respectfully,
Rickey L. Armstrong, Sr.
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NEWS FROM THE CLERK'S OFFICE

Marta Kettle, Clerk

CATTARAUGUS 
TERRITORY

Bethany Johnson, 
Deputy Clerk

ALLEGANY TERRITORY

Please Continue to stay Safe & Healthy 
The Clerk’s Office continues to monitor the current pandemic & 
practice safety measures that protect the Clerk’s Office staff and 
Community as a whole, please watch for changes. Nya:wëh! 

CLERK’S OFFICE UPDATE - MASKS ARE REQUIRED 
UPON ENTRY TO ALL SENECA NATION BUILDINGS

The Clerk’s Office on the Cattaraugus Territory has re-opened our 
doors with safety protocols in place. Masks are required at all 
times and you must social distance while in the Building. 
The Clerk’s Office on the Allegany Territory will be opening soon, 
we will remain open with a walk-up window for limited services. 
Our hours are Monday through Friday; 8:00 am – 4:30 pm. 
We encourage members to bring their own pen if needed, as a 
safety precaution. 
 
Please have your SNI Enrollment # ready when you are 
visiting or calling the Clerk’s Office.

The Clerk’s Office will be closed:
Wednesday, October 20, 2021
11:00 am – 4:30 pm for Training/Staff Development
Tuesday, November 2, 2021
All Day - Judicial Election 
CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED
We are happy to announce the Allegany & Cattaraugus Clerk’s 
Office are now accepting Credit/Debit Card as a form of payment 
for Id’s, utility bills, business & fishing licenses, etc.

ANNUITY CLOTH
Annuity Cloth will be available for pick up during regular business 
hours in both Allegany & Cattaraugus Clerk’s Offices.  If picking up 
for someone else, please have a signed authorization letter.

CLERK’S EMPLOYEES
William Seneca Building – Cattaraugus Territory – 
(716) 532-4900
Marta L. Kettle, Clerk / Office Manager
Geraldine Huff, Executive Assistant (Notary Public)
Kelly Mohawk, Deeds Recorder
Leslie Cooke, Executive Secretary (Notary Public)
Tammi Stafford, Administrative Assistant (Notary Public)
Ashley Warrior, Administrative Assistant 
Lori Waterman, Administrative Assistant
Dana Maybee, Business Permit Officer
Sarena Seneca, Receptionist 

Seneca Allegany Administration Building - Allegany 
Territory – (716) 945-1790

Bethany Johnson, Deputy Clerk (Notary Public)
Charisse Ground, Executive Secretary
Sue Case, Enrollment Officer
Kathleen “Yomie” Hill, Enrollment Assistant  
Lexus McClune, Administrative Assistant 
Olivia Sanford, Receptionist

The Buffalo Office Staff & Location - (716) 845-6304 or 
(716) 951-7555.  Buffalo Office works in Conjunction with 
the Clerk’s Office
Ramona Marion – Director
Stephanie Maybee – Administrative Assistant
Judson Logan - Tutor

533 Amherst Street
Buffalo, NY 14207
Monday-Friday: 8am-4:30pm

CLERK’S OFFICE FORMS
Completed forms can be mailed along with a copy of your photo 
identification as proof of identify  if you are unable to obtain a 
notary to: Seneca Nation of Indians, 90 Ohi:yo’ Way, Salamanca 
NY 14779.

All forms are available online at www.sni.org under Clerk’s Office 
documents.

•	 ADDRESSES
Please remember to keep your address current with the Clerk’s 
Office. This includes changes with custody of minor children or 
legal guardians (Court orders). 

•	 BURIAL FUND
A Burial fund has been designated to pay for funeral expenses 
up to $7000 for enrolled members. For additional details, please 
contact the Clerk’s Office during regular business hours. 

•	 �DIRECT DEPOSIT OF ANNUITY AND/OR ELDERS 
PAYMENTS 

If you would like to sign up for Direct Deposit of your Annuity and/
or Elders Check, you will have to complete the form. The form is 
available on the web at www.sni.org  under Documents/Clerk’s 
Office / Direct Deposit forms or at the Clerk’s Office. 

•	� All direct deposit forms MUST have attached a voided check 
or deposit slip (start-up checks will NOT be accepted).  

•	� Members must be at least 18 years old to sign up for Direct 
Deposit

•	 Minors are NOT eligible for Direct Deposit

If you receive direct deposit, it is your responsibility to keep your 
address updated with the Clerk’s Office.

•	 RELEASE OF MINORS TRUST FUND
In order to begin receiving Minor Trust Fund disbursements. A 
member must be at least 18 years old and submit the following 
documentation:
•	 Application for Release of Minors Trust 
•	 High School Diploma / GED
•	� Financial Literacy Certificate (http://seneca.cm3solutions.

com)

If you need to obtain a Financial Literacy Certificate please contact 
the Seneca Nation Education Department for details. Contact Info: 
Allegany Territory - Seneca Nation Education Department (716) 
945-1790, traci.pacini@sni.org; Cattaraugus Territory - Seneca 
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Seneca 
Holdings, LLC 
Management 
Committee
Seneca Nation of Indians Request for Qualifications

The Seneca Nation of Indians is seeking interested individuals 
to submit their qualifications to serve as a member of the 
Management Committee of Seneca Holdings, LLC. The 
company’s Management Committee currently has one seat up 
for appointment.

Pursuant to the Charter adopted by the Nation's Council, every 
Management Committee member shall meet the following 
minimum qualifications:

•	 must be at least 21 years of age
•	� must have earned at least a high school diploma or 

equivalent
•	� have not been convicted of a felony, or other crime 

involving dishonesty, fraud, or otherwise involves a 
financial component (including, but not limited to, 
embezzlement or theft)

•	� provide information and submit to such background 
checks as necessary to ensure continued compliance 
with Federal disadvantaged business certification(s), 
security clearances and/or licenses as are from time to 

time held by the Company or its respective subsidiaries or 
management as part of its ongoing business operations.

Pursuant to the Charter adopted by the Nation’s Council, 
the Council shall appoint at least one (1) board member who 
shall (i) possess a Master of Business Administration or Juris 
Doctorate Degree, or (ii) be a Certified Public Accountant and 
at least one (1) board member who has a minimum of ten (10) 
years of relevant experience at a senior management level, in a 
company with a primary focus in contracting with the Federal 
Government.

Interested individuals are invited to submit a letter of 
interest and a resume to the Nation's Clerk. The Council 
plans to schedule interviews once Seneca Holdings, LLC has 
completed its background check and both Seneca Holdings, 
LLC and the Nation's Clerk have certified that the individual is 
an eligible candidate for the Management Committee position. 
As such, candidates are strongly encouraged to submit their 
materials to the Nation's Clerk as soon as possible, in order 
to provide sufficient time for the background check and 
certification process to occur.

Submit letters & resumes to the following address no 
later than, October 29, 2021 to:
 	        
Seneca Nation of Indians’ Clerks Office
Attention:  Marta L. Kettle, Clerk
12837 Route 438
Irving, NY  14081

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Seneca Nation of Indians is currently accepting 
letters of intent for those interested in serving on the: 

Seneca - Iroquois National Museum Board of Trustees
(5 Vacancies)

Qualifications:
· ��Trustees shall be at least eighteen (18) years of age and shall have 

obtained at least a high-school diploma.
· Employees of the Museum shall not serve on the Board
· �Full term of office shall be four (4) years, unless fulfilling the term 

of a former Trustee. 
· Trustees shall serve no more than 
two (2) consecutive terms

If interested, please submit a letter 
of intent to the Nation’s Clerk no 
later than October 29, 2021
Mail To:

Seneca Nation of Indians Clerk’s 
Office
Attention: Marta L. Kettle, Clerk
12837 Rte. 438
Irving, NY 14081

Nation Education Department (716) 532-3341, barbara.weston@
sni.org.

SEEKING INVOCATORS
The Seneca Nation Clerks Office is seeking Individuals interested in 
Invocating/Opening with Gano:nyok for Council each month. 
Anyone interested for Allegany may contact Charisse Ground 
at Charisse.ground@sni.org, 716-945-1790 ext. 3036 and for 
Cattaraugus you may contact Leslie Cooke at Leslie.cooke@sni.org, 
716-532-4900, ext. 5038. 

SEEKING NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 
The Seneca Nation Clerk’s Office is seeking Non-Profit 
Organizations to serve refreshments and/or dinner during Council 
each month. Dinners are to be prepared in “to go” containers. Any 
Organization interested for Allegany may contact Charisse Ground 
at Charisse.ground@sni.org, 716-945-1790 ext. 3036 and for 
Cattaraugus you may contact Leslie Cooke at Leslie.cooke@sni.org, 
716-532-4900, ext. 5038 to request a form. 

Forms are also available at the Clerk’s Office. Any questions can be 
directed to Charisse Ground or Leslie Cooke.

We would like to say Nya:wëh for your patience and understanding 
during this time and please watch for updates as this may change 
unexpectedly. Any changes will be posted online.
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Request for Proposals: 
Seneca Nation Beach
The Seneca Nation of Indians is soliciting proposals from 
qualified individuals or companies to assume management of 
the Seneca Nation Beach recreational area, with the potential to 
design, develop, construct and operate proposed Facilities at that 
site.

Interested applicants are invited to submit a letter of interest, 
statement of qualifications, rate for management services, and 
proposal for future development. Proposals are due to the Seneca 
Nation of Indians on or before September 15, 2021. The Nation 
plans to schedule interviews in October and select the successful 
candidate, if any, by October 31, 2021. A copy of the RFP is 
available by calling the Office of the President at 716-532-4900, 
or on the Nation’s website at www.sni.org.

The Seneca Nation desires to enter into an agreement with 
the selected candidate. Applicants should be experienced in 
managing recreational areas, as well as be prepared to provide a 
detailed proposal for the design, construction and management 
of the proposed Facilities, including a financial analysis 
supporting the long-term economic viability to the Seneca 
Nation.

Proposals should be submitted to:
Office of the President
Seneca Nation of Indians
12837 Route 438
Irving, New York 14081 

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Seneca Nation is seeking enrolled members of the 
Nation who are interested in serving on the: 

SENECA NATION DISABILITIES COMMITTEE

PURPOSE
The purpose of the Committee is to provide enrolled members of 
the Seneca Nation with useful tools whereby a Nation member 
with a disability can gain and maximize his or her independence, 
competencies, productivity and ability to learn in all life settings, 
particularly in a setting with non-disabled peers.
ELIGIBILITY

An individual shall be eligible to serve as a committee 
member if the individual satisfies the following criteria:
A.	 An enrolled Nation member, including:
1)	 Individuals with disabilities;
2)	 Parents, spouse or guardians with disabilities; or
3)	� Representatives of public and private agencies providing 

services to individuals with disabilities
B.	 Has earned a high school diploma or equivalent; and 
C.	 Has not been convicted of any felony

If interested, please submit a letter of intent & current resume/
qualifications to the address listed below no later than: September 
30, 2021 to:

Seneca Nation of Indians Clerk’s Office
Attention: Marta L. Kettle, Clerk
12837 Route 438
Irving, New York 14081



October 15, 2021

6

IN THE NEWS

COVID-19 Diagnostic 
Testing
Submitted by Dawn Stevens, Emergency 
Management

The Seneca Nation still is offering COVID-19 diagnostic testing 
to individuals and employees of the Seneca Nation. Testing is 
open to anyone who would like to be tested. You DO NOT need 
to have COVID-19 like symptoms to be tested.

Location:
Seneca Fire - �Allegany Territory, 8184 E. Loop Rd., Jimtown 

(Salamanca), NY

Seneca Fire - �Cattaraugus Territory, 12879 Rte. 438, Irving, 
NY

When: �Testing is by request to set a date and time

How: �Call Emergency Management at (716) 532-8178 (business 
hours) or (716) 244-0820 (after hours) or Seneca EMS at 
(716) 532-8550 (business hours) or (716) 574-2007 (after 
hours)

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. You must 
register for a test.
 
Those without registration completed will not be 
accommodated at the test site and cannot be tested!

How to Register for COVID-19 Testing: 

•  Register online at Bluestonesafe.com

•�  Client code: senecagov and User code: 3030

•  You must register prior to the testing date

•  �Please bring your phone with you to the testing site to access 
your registration link

What to Expect on the Day of your Test:

•  �DO NOT eat or drink anything one hour prior to the testing

•  �Please arrive no more than 5 minutes prior to your scheduled 
time

•  �Please remain in your vehicle and follow the directions of staff 
at the testing site

•  �Testing is conducted while you are in your vehicle

•  �Testing is conducted via saliva sample and only takes a few 
minutes to complete

•  �You can expect the results of your test in 2-3 days; by text 
message, email or phone call

•  �You should self isolate after testing until results comeback 
negative, to resume normal activity

Note: This saliva sample PCR test will determine if someone is 
currently infected with the COVID-19 virus.

President Pagels' op-ed that 
appeared in the Buffalo News.

Truth and healing are powerful 
words. For generations, Native 
individuals, families and 
communities still dealing 
with the impacts and trauma 
perpetuated by Indigenous 
residential schools have been 
searching for these elusive 
ideals.

For more than a century, 
hundreds of thousands of 
Indigenous children were 
forced to attend residential 
schools across the United 
States and Canada - including 
the Thomas Indian School 
on our Cattaraugus Territory. 
There, they faced physical and 
sexual abuse, mistreatment 
and hatred all in the name of 
a racist undertaking known as 
“assimilation.”   

Earlier this year, the United 
States announced a long-
overdue initiative to investigate 
the intergenerational trauma 
caused by schools that were 
managed and administered 
by the federal government. 
Unfortunately, the initiative 
does not currently examine 
schools, like the Thomas Indian 
School and several others, that 
were either state-run or private. 
Their impact, which is still felt 
today, must be acknowledged 
and investigated.

Residential schools existed 
for the sole purpose of erasing 
Indigenous people - our 
language, our history and 
our very existence - from our 
own lands, often by force 
and violence. Children were 
systematically robbed of their 
dignity and self-worth. Some 
survivors were left broken and 
jaded, forever scarred by the 
lasting lessons of hate, as well as 
physical, mental and emotional 
damage – if they made it home 
at all. 

Thousands of children 
are known to have died at 
the schools. The deaths of 

hundreds, if not thousands, 
more are believed to have 
gone unreported. These young 
lives were extinguished for 
one reason – their heritage 
did not fit the mold of what 
white settlers believed to be 
appropriate. These hate crimes 
can never and should never be 
forgotten. 

Native people around the world, 
including many Senecas, still 
carry the scars and terror of 
those days. The sounds and 
memories of their experience 
can never be silenced. 
Discoveries like those at former 
school sites in Canada earlier 
this year, where the remains 
of nearly 1,000 children were 
discovered in mass graves, 
re-open those wounds. There 
are almost certain to be more 
gruesome discoveries at other 
sites. Yet, the majority of non-
Native individuals are unaware 
of this dark chapter in history.

In the years since the schools 
closed, some, including 
Canada’s government and 
Catholic bishops, have formally 
apologized for the role they 
played in the terror perpetuated 
by the residential schools. 
Others have made no formal 
acknowledgement of the human 
and cultural damage that 
occurred under their watch, 
preferring to remain silent and 
turn a blind eye to what they left 
in the past.

If now is truly the time for 
truth and healing, all boarding 
schools, whether federal, state 
or private, must be examined.

This must be done for the many 
children, now grown, whose 
pain has been carried with 
them throughout their life, 
for the children whose voices 
were forever silenced, and 
for the children of today and 
generations to come. They all 
matter.

Matthew Pagels is President of 
the Seneca Nation of Indians.

Trauma of residential 
schools continues to impact 
Native communities
By Matthew Pagels
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The Seneca Nation Emergency 
Management Department’s mass 
notification messaging service 
called Regroup is intended to 
provide SN Employees and 
Community Members with 
broadcast services in the event of 
emergencies, closings, delays, and health/safety messages.  This 
service allows fast and reliable communications via mobile devices, 
landlines & email.

If you are interested in being placed on the call list, or if 
your contact information has changed, please contact the 
Emergency Management Office to update your profile.

We are available:
Monday – Friday
8:00 am – 4:30 pm
(716) 532-8178 (Cattaraugus)
dawn.stevens@sni.org

Reverse Call Back Number: 1-716-351-3013
(This number will allow those users that missed the call, to call 
this number and hear the last message that was sent out. Please 
save this number to your contacts.)

All Call Lists are confidential and will be solely used for the 
intended purpose.

REMINDER from 
Emergency Management
Submitted by Dawn Stevens

Nya:wëh sgë:nö'! My name is Pamela Bowen and I am the newest 
staff addition to the Allegany TERC department. I am the 477 Adult 
Employment Counselor. 

What is the 477 Program of the Training and Resource 
Center (TERC)?
The mission of the TERC, is to assists Seneca youth and adults 
to succeed in the workforce by encouraging self-sufficiency, 
facilitating the creation of job opportunities and providing services 
that are related to job readiness.

The 477 Program offers a “one stop” shop for the Seneca 
community by continuous networking with various institutions, 
agencies, apprenticeships or individuals that offer vocational or 
on-the-job training and building partnerships with them, as they 
seek employable people. It is our job, to assist in providing qualified 
and/or certified members of our community to fill those positions. 
The success of our participants, is our success! 

If you are interested in receiving additional training in your current 
position or are looking to change jobs and find that you are lacking 
in certain skills or training, please feel free to contact our office 
at (716) 945-8120. The staff at TERC will be happy to answer your 
questions or assist you in the application process of your requested 
interest. 

Please feel free to contact the TERC office for further information 
concerning any of the listed courses. I can be reached at (716) 945-
8120 x-3045. 

NOTICE - HEAP
The Seneca Nation Advocate Program will be accepting 
applications for the Regular Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (HEAP) benefit starting on October 1, 2021.  
This benefit will run until March 2022 or if the funding runs 
out, whichever comes first.

Also starting on October 1, The Advocate Program will be 
accepting applications for the LIHEAP Furnace replace/repair 
program, as well as the LIHEAP Weatherization program.  
These programs will end on September 30, 2022 or if the 
funding runs out, whichever comes first.  The Weatherization 
program includes:  Caulking, Insulation, Windows, Doors, 
Skirting etc…

You may pick up an application at the Tribal Advocates Offices 
located on the Cattaraugus (532-4900) or Allegany (945-2655) 
Territories.

Documentation Requirements:
~Tribal I.D.
~Social Security Card
~Proof of Address
~Current Utility Bill
**Oak Tree Residents must provide a current rent receipt
~Proof of Income
~Deed/Home Ownership (Furnace repair/replacement/
Weatherization) 

CATTARAUGUS TERRITORY ADVOCATE PROGRAM
210 Thomas Indian Building – Ext.
Irving, NY  14081
716-532-4900

Update from the Training 
and Resource Center
By Pam Bowen
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**Applications will be accepted until October 
29th, 2021. Please contact the Allegany or 
Cattaraugus TERC Office for more info.**
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Indigenous people worldwide have believed 
in the philosophy of “sustainability” for 
generations. This way of thinking about 
preserving the environment for future 
generations, like the Seventh Generation 
Principle for Iroquois nations, is gaining 
momentum in regards to the changing 
climate and the threats it presents. 
Nations around the world are attempting 
to solve problems such as rising global 
temperatures, energy shortages, diminished 
natural resources, frequency and severity of 
storm events, and the general deterioration 
of the environment. Indigenous 
communities play a vital role as they 
provide a unique perspective on the land, 
water, plants, animals, and relationship 
with the environment.

With that in mind, the Climate 
Change Taskforce will highlight 
some examples of sustainable 
development and share some 
tips on what you can do to 
become more sustainable. This 
issue will focus on sustainable 
agricultural practices.

Iroquois peoples have always 
taken advantage of the 
complimentary nature of 
growing the Three Sisters. 
This method of using different 
crops to naturally maintain 
soil integrity, ward off pests, 
and create ideal growing 
conditions is a great example of 
sustainable farming. However, 
many modern farmers rely 
on less-sustainable practices 
such as planting monocultures 
and using chemical fertilizers. 
Monoculture farms dry out and 
deplete nutrients from soil after 
repeated plantings. Chemical 
fertilizers applied to dry soil 
have a tendency to runoff 
into local waterways, causing 

eutrophication, 
harmful algal 
blooms, and 
other ecological 
problems. One 
solution to 
these problems 
is crop rotation.

Crop rotation 
is the practice 
of planting 
several 
different types 

of plants on the same land over successive 
seasons. By rotating crops, a plant that 
depletes a particular nutrient from the soil 
can be followed the next season 
by a plant that returns that same 
nutrient back to the soil. Some of 
the environmental benefits of crop 
rotation include:

Nitrogen Management – 
improves the availability of 
natural nitrogen in the soil 
and reduces the amount of 
nitrogen fertilizer used.

Reduced Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions – less nitrogen fertilizer 
use reduces nitrous oxide (N¬¬¬2¬O) 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Reduced Water Pollution – a 
reduction in synthetic fertilizer use 
leads to less nitrogen runoff into 
waterways and groundwater.

Improved Soil Structure – diversity 
in root structures to enhance the 
chemical, physical and biological 
structure of the soil.

Reduced Soil Erosion – improvement 
in soil tilth and microbial 
communities creates stable soil 

structure, enhanced 
water infiltration, and 
minimized surface 
runoff.

Pest and Disease Control 
– differing plants 
temporarily remove host 
organisms and disrupt 
the life cycle of pests, 
diseases, and weeds. 

A good example of this 
method would require 
planting cover crops (like 
winter grasses or legumes) 
after a corn harvest. The 
following growing season, 
a different family of crops 
will be grown and harvested, 
followed by another family 
of crops the next season, and 
then restarting the rotation. 
Crop rotation will improve 
the workability of the soil 
and crop yields, which 
leads to more profitability 
for growers. It will also 
help farms to become more 
sustainable and provide food 
for generations.

Sustainability Series: How We Can Help Combat the 
Climate Crisis
By James Douglas III, Environmental Program Manager

CLIMATE CHANGE WORKSHOP SERIES
TERC – Seneca Training Center Inspect Your 
Home

•	� Use an inspection template to conduct your own house 
inspection.

•	 Basic tips on repairs
Date: October  20th            
Time:  6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Household Energy Saving Steps:
•	 How is your home losing energy? Drafts, windows, doors.
•	 Affects of extreme weather changes to your home
•	 Review of your house inspection template.
•	 Steps to save energy loss.
Dates:  November 3rd and 17th
Time:  6 – 8:00 p.m.

Tools for the Home:
•	 Basic tools every homeowner needs
•	 Specialty tools for bigger jobs for rent
•	 Practical demonstration and use of tools
Dates:  December 1st and 20th   
Time:  6 – 8 p.m.

All workshops held at the Seneca Training Center - 0189 Old Rte 
17, Steamburg, NY.  Each class is limited to 12 people.  Contact for 
registration: TERC , Rory Crouse, Intake Tech.  945-8120    
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES

The SNI Cattaraugus Department of 
Education celebrated the start of a new 
school year for our Pre K and K-12 tri-
district students and family members 
at the annual Back To School Bash on 
Tuesday, September 21st at the Cattaraugus 
Community Center. In an effort to keep our 
students & families safe, the fun activities 
were scheduled outdoors, masks were 
required while indoors and hand sanitizers 
were available. 

Despite the light rain the students still 
continued to enjoy the various stations 
which included a climbing wall and 
trampoline, a game corner with corn hole 
& four square games and a lacrosse skills 
competition for various age levels with 

prizes awarded. A photo booth sponsored 
by the Seneca Media Department with a 
large colorful balloon arch & backdrop 
provided by Two Sisters Balloons was 
also on site to capture those unique 
student & family portraits. Other culture 
activities included a long ball game and 
a sweet grass braiding demo with the 
staff from the Gakwi:yo:h Farms which 
was very popular with all ages. Music & 
announcements were provided by Rez 
Road Sound and free fresh made CJ's 
kettle corn was available to all. Numerous 
large door prizes & gift cards donated by 
the Education Department were awarded 

at the end of the evening. Complimentary 
Chiavetta's chicken take out dinner was also 
available for all that attended. We were very 

fortunate to be able to sponsor this event 
and it was very rewarding to see and engage 
with the students and families once again. 

The Department would like to thank the 
CCC for helping host this event and special 
gratitude goes out to Brian Stevens & Frank 
Ireland for their volunteer efforts, Nya:wëh!
 
In closing we encourage all our students to 
continue to work hard and have a successful 
2021-2022 school year. The Education 
Department is here to provide support so if 
you have any questions or need assistance 
please feel free to call 532-3341. We hope to 
see you at our next event!

Remember the Removal 2021 - Sustaining Our Culture & 
Traditions - Speech by Rebecca Bowen, Archives Director. September 25th, 2021.
By Rebecca Bowen. Photos by Newsletter and Seneca Media. 

I want to speak about this year’s Remember 
the Removal theme “Sustaining Our 
Culture and Traditions.”  But first what 
does it mean to sustain?  According to the 
dictionary to sustain means to give support, 
to nourish, to keep up, to prolong.

Six decades ago we were in crisis mode 
here at Ohi:yo'.  All that we knew, our 
very physical surroundings, were being 
demolished, bulldozed, and burned.  But 
during that dark time there were cultural 
lifelines that would keep us connected to 
one another and to our Seneca traditions.  
Those lifelines were embodied in our elders 

whose greatest desire 
– I believe – was that 
we not forget who 
are.  These elders saw 
what was happening 
and knew it was vital 
that they be proactive 
for our very survival.  
With that being 
said, we remember 
them today and 
acknowledge their 
determination to 
sustain our culture 
and traditions.

In an article published in 1958 (Erie 
Times News Magazine 06/29/1958) it was 
reported that “a group of Senecas have 
been moved to preserve for posterity the 
true Indian way of life and the finer aspects 
of the early Indian culture.  To do this they 
have erected an Indian village at Onoville, 
NY, on the grounds of the reservation.  
Here, in surroundings highly suggestive of 
the old days on the Allegheny, these modern 
Senecas don the regalia of their forefathers 
and dance the tribal dances that date back 
hundreds and hundreds of years in Seneca 
history.  And too, they chant the age-old 
Seneca songs in the age-old Seneca tongue.”  

The Indian village at Onoville was called 
Oi-hes-tah which means resting place or 
rendezvous.  Gertrude Jackson Claflin was 
instrumental in its creation.

When the article about Oi-hes-tah was 
published in 1958 the Seneca Nation was 
in the throes of a court battle to stop the 
construction of the Kinzua Dam and 
Allegheny reservoir.  In March of that 
year the D.C. federal court ruled in Seneca 

Nation of Indians v. Brucker [Wilber 
M., Secretary of the Army], Corps of 
Engineers that the sovereign government-
to-government promises of the 1794 
Canandaigua Treaty did not protect us 
from the powers of Congress and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and ultimately 

Cattaraugus Education Back to School Bash
By L. Eagle John
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The Remember the Removal Committee would like to say "Weso 
nya:wëh!" to all of the of Seneca Nation departments, volunteers, 
singers, speakers, and participants that helped make the day a 
success.  We came together as a community to remember and heal.  

Nya:wëh!

Seneca EMS
Seneca Nations 
Marshalls
DPW
Gakwi:yo:h Farms
Ted John

Tyler Heron
Penny Minner
Pete Jones
Patrick Redeye
All Volunteers
Seneca Nation Crime 

Victim Services
ACC
Sanitation
Facilities
All vendors
All demonstrators

RTR Committee:
Joe Stahlman, Rebecca Bowen, Nancy Toth, Angela Steckman, 
Barbara Lynn Hill, Christine Perez, Tami Watt, Fallon Snyder, 
Councillor Tina Abrams, Councillor Arlene Bova

the construction of the Kinzua Dam.  We 
appealed but in late November of that year 
the appeals court again ruled against us 
and in favor of the Army Corps.  This was a 
time of great uncertainty for our people.

In 1961 an Indian Village, and that is 
what it was called, was constructed on 
property donated by DeForrest and Gladys 
Abrams, Sr..  It was situated on the north 
side of a knoll at the junction of old Route 
17 and old Route 280 in the Coldspring 
community.  Similar to Oi-hes-tah, the 
Indian Village was a private group effort 
that included Mr. and Mrs. Abrams, Walter 
and Dorothy Jimerson, Ernie and Sally 
Crowe, Lester and Hazel Jimerson, Paul 
and Mamie Jones, and Avery and Fidelia 
Jimerson.  I remember visiting the Indian 

Village as I’m sure some of you also have 
memories of going there.  Despite the 
wearing of western-style headdresses by 
the men which they viewed as “borrowing,” 
they were proactive in the survival of 
Seneca social songs and dances, as well 
as the language during this time of great 
uncertainty.

There’s no written record of why these 
villages were erected, but I believe these 
elders felt the need to not only sustain 
our culture but to share it with the outside 
world.

After the Removal our old neighborhoods 
were gone and we were relocated to the 
Steamburg and Jimersontown relocation 
areas beginning in late 1964.  The Haley 
Community Building, many of you knew 
it as the JoJo Building, was constructed 
in Jimersontown and opened to the 
community in May of 1966.  It immediately 
became the hub of community activity here 
at Ohi:yo'.  The Nation offices were located 
there as well as the Council chambers.  
New community organizations such as the 
Senior Citizens and the 21-Plus Club met 
in the dining room.  The kids hung out in 
the gym and the arts and crafts room.  It 
was in the arts and crafts room that elders 
such as Mariam Lee, Dorothy Jimerson, 
Avery and Fidelia Jimerson (also known as 
Ham & Fi), Mae Halftown, Helen Harris, 
Nellie Jack and George Heron came to teach 
Onön:dowa'ga:'Gawë:nö' and traditional 
crafts such as beadwork.  If there were 
others I have not mentioned please let me 
know.

I believe we were a community wrapped 
in grief during these years.  Depending on 
the source you consult, there are anywhere 
from 5 to 7 to 12 steps in the grief process.  
They say there is a step where shock 
initiates us into mourning.  This step allows 
us time to absorb what has happened and 
to begin to adjust to the loss.  But they also 

say it is the guidance of caring people that 
sustains us.

These elders were our caring people.  They 
supported and nourished us despite the 
great loss they were experiencing.  They 
chose to sustain us.  It is important we 
remember them for their efforts to sustain 
our culture and traditions.  It was at a 
time of great loss and these elders stepped 
forward with love to carry us through and 
make sure we did not forget.

Remember the Removal - Sustaining our Culture and 
Traditions was held Saturday, September 25th starting with a 
2.5 mile walk of remembrance from the Red House Bridge to the 
corner of Breed Run.  Gonio Miller gave the ganonyok and Tyler 
Heron shared memories of the pre-Kinzua Days along Ohi:yo’.  
Photos of the former homesteads were along the road.  

Craft demonstrators and vendors were onsite indoors and 
outdoors at the Seneca Allegany Administration Building with 
Covid-19 precautions in place.  

Treasurer Ricky Armstrong, Councillor Tina Abrams on behalf 
of President Pagels, and Becky Bowen spoke.  Gifts were given 
to the remaining head of the households.  Although some 
have passed on in the last year.  They were still honored; the 
late Ralph Bowen, the late Ellen John, Opal Frank, Rovena 
Watt, Caroline Brant, and Bennet Wheeler.  Since the event, 
Opal Frank has passed away, leaving only 3 remaining head of 
households left. 
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FEATURE - EVERY CHILD MATTERS WALK

On September 30th, 600 plus 
community members gathered to 
remember and honor residential 
school survivors and the children 
who never made it home. AOA along 
with the Crime Victim Services 
Department and Child & Family 
Services organized the walk that 
took place throughout the grounds 
of the former Thomas Indian School.

President Pagels opened with the 
reason of why we were gathering, 
“As a nation, we often gather for many different reasons. We gather 
together to celebrate, or to remember, or to mourn. It is that close 
sense of togetherness that bonds us across generations. Today, we 
gather to share and, hopefully to heal.” He also spoke on the lack 
of acknowledgment from the outside government, “To this day, the 
United States has never formally acknowledged nor apologized 
for its role in perpetuating the horrible things that occurred at 
the residential schools, nor has New York State. It is beyond time 
for them to do so.” Back in August, President Pagels wrote to the 
Secretary of Interior Deb Haaland, requesting that the Tunesassa 
Indian Boarding School, the Hampton Institute and the Thomas 
Indian School be included under the recently announced Federal 
Indian Boarding School Initiative.

Following President 
Pagels was Thomas 
Indian School 
survivor Elliott 
Tallchief. Elliott 
shared his story of 
growing up at the 
school and what 
life was like for him 
afterwards. He spoke 
of the atrocities 

that took place there, “I remember being punished for speaking 
the language… I remember thinking to myself, is this really 
happening… this is how I was brought up. They made us feel like 
everything we did was wrong. If it wasn’t their way we would get 
beat up.” Elliot touched on the trauma he has felt his whole life and 
how he never really wants to talk about it but that if he doesn’t, no 
one will know what really happened there.

Dr. Lori Quigley spoke next about the multi generational trauma 

that is a direct result of the residential 
schools, “Me along with my sisters 
are daughters of a survivor of the 
Thomas Indian School… watching 
my mom raise us… I began to see as 
a young Seneca woman the impact.” 
She touched on how every individual 
present at the walk that evening has 
been impacted by the trauma that the 
residential boarding schools caused.

After the conclusion of the remarks, 
the community set off on the 1 mile 

walk throughout the grounds of the former Thomas Indian School. 
Participants were dressed in orange as September 30th is known 
as “Orange Shirt 
Day”. As a way to 
continue to honor 
all who have been 
impacted by the 
residential schools, 
Council has passed 
a resolution 
officially declaring
September 30th 
“Orange Shirt Day”.

It was also the day where the Residential School Exhibit initiated 
by Hayden Haynes, opened for the first time to the public. 
The exhibit which is titled “Hënödeyësdahgwah’geh Wa’öki’jö 
Ogwahsä’s. Onëh i:’jögwadögwea:je’.” Which translates to “We were 
at the school. We were there. We remember.” The exhibits’ current 
location is inside of the Sully Huff Heritage Center in Irving, NY 
and features the following Hodinöshoni artists: Luann Redeye, 
Randi Spruce, Peter B. Jones, Samantha Jacobs, Faye Lone, Patrick 
Redeye and Tami Watt. It is expected to be a traveling exhibit.

The discovery of the 215 innocent children at the former Kamloops 
Indian Residential School has sparked a nationwide initiative and 
has opened up the wounds of so many survivors and their families. 
In honor of all survivors and those who never made it home, the 
community will continue to remember, heal and bring awareness 
to the #EveryChildMatters movement. For more information about 
Seneca students in boarding schools and for student rosters, please 
visit the Iroquois Genealogy website at
https://www.iroquoisgenealogysociety.org/archive-
school-records.

Community Healing Walk held on Cattaraugus Territory
By Megan Torres, Reporter. Photos by Seneca Media

Seneca Gaming Corporation “Every 
Child Matters” Remembrance Walk

Helping to bring greater understanding, awareness 
and healing to the atrocities faced by generations of 
indigenous children at residential schools across the 
US and Canada

NIAGARA FALLS –September 30, 2021 - Seneca Resorts & 
Casinos would like to thank all who attended their Remembrance 
Walk last month in Niagara Falls.  “We believe awareness, visibility 
and community support can lead us to a path of healing and ensure 
that these tragedies never happen again.” ~ Seneca Niagara Resort 
& Casino Twitter  #EveryChildMatters
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Ja:goh Seneca Marksmen, IBLA National Champions!
The Seneca Marksmen won the 2021 
IBLA National Championship last month 
following an undefeated season. The team 
gathered in Lakeland, Florida for the 
championship game against the Grizzlies. 
Ja:goh Marksmen!

Post from IBLA twitter:  A perfect 
undefeated season. A deserving National 
Champion. Congratulations to the Seneca 
Marksmen on being the 2021 IBLA 
National Champions. The Marksmen are 
a team that loves the game of box lacrosse 
and loves playing together as a family. 
What a treat to watch this team.

SENECA WARCHIEFS VS TEAM USA U17
Submitted by Adrian Stevens

The Jr. B Warchiefs defeat the visiting Team 
USA U17 16-14 in Box Lacrosse action at 
the Gil Lay Arena on Saturday, September 
25th. The game was played in front of 
approximately 220 lacrosse starved fans 
ready to watch Jr Lacrosse action for the 
first time in 2 years and they were not 
disappointed.  

The game was played using the World 
Indoor games format, 4-15 minute 
period stop time with modified rules. 
Team USA came out firing and had a 
4-2 1st quarter lead on the WarChiefs. 
It was no different during the 2nd 
quarter with team USA leading 9-3 
at halftime. Coaches Mouser Henry 
and Adrian John must have given 
the team a much needed pep talk at 
halftime as the team settled down 
and played better lacrosse in the 3rd 
quarter although team USA held a 
12-4 lead midway through the 3rd. 
It was then that the team score 9 

unanswered goals to take a 13-12 lead and 
with 4 minutes left in the 4th quarter and 
team USA traded goals to tie at 14-14 and 
with two highlight goals, the Warchiefs 
came out on top to win 16-14 win. 

Pictures and the video of the game can be 
seen on the following website listed below.

Photos of the game: https://www.

usindoorlacrosse.org/2021-usa-u17-
exhibition-seneca

Game tape:  https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCRS0rTUPuknFpc5F0ZkJP7Q/
videos

Team USA U17 will be heading to Massena 
for the WILJC U17 Championships in 
November. Seneca Warchiefs will be 

forming a U15 team to play 2 
exhibition games against Team USA 
U15 team in Rochester, October 30th 
at 6pm and October 31st at 11am at 
the arena address listed below. Any 
player with that age group are free to 
attend practices which will be posted 
on the Seneca Warchiefs website. 

Arena:
Rochester Regional Health Totals 
Sports Experience
880 Elmgrove Rd.
Rochester, NY 14624
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COMMUNITY NEWS

‘Water is Life’ mural by Seneca artist installed on the 
Genesee -- G. Peter Jemison (Seneca, Heron Clan) recently unveiled a mural 
overlooking the Genesee River in downtown Rochester. Titled "Water is Life," the piece 
depicts the Haudenosaunee Creation Story and overlooks the Genesee River
rochestercitynewspaper.com  |  September 29, 2021

In the 
Haudenosaunee 
creation story, 
Sky Woman, 
the daughter of 
the Great Spirit, 
descends from the 
heavens toward a 
watery world whose 
animals, fearing for 
her safety, dredge 
mud from the 
bottom of the sea 
to make the earth 
grow on the back of 
a giant turtle.

That story has 
been depicted on a 
new mural that was unveiled 
Tuesday in downtown Rochester 
at the edge of the Genesee River.

Artist Peter Jemison, manager 
of the Ganondagan State 
Historic Site, painted the 
work, titled “Water is Life.” A 
weatherproof reproduction 
was installed on the side of the 
Floreano Convention Center in 
cooperation with the city.

Jemison is a member of the 
Seneca Nation, which is 
part of the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy (also known as 
the Iroquois — a name given to 
them by French colonists).

“To me this was the ideal 
location for the mural,” Jemison 
said during the unveiling.

“I feel a very strong connection 

to the Genesee River because 
our people — my people, the 
Seneca people — lived on the 
river here, all the way down as 
far as Letchworth State Park,” 
he said.

Mayor Lovely Warren led the 
unveiling, and commented on 
the Haudenosaunee people’s 
powerful relationship to the 
natural world as well as the 
city’s investment in remaking 
the riverfront, which has 
been a centerpiece of her 
administration.

“Today we honor that 
relationship, not only by this 
mural, but by reinvesting in and 
reimagining our relationship 
with the water that runs 
through our city,” Warren said.
Jemison, whose artwork is 
currently on exhibit at the 
Memorial Art Gallery through 

Nov. 7, also oversaw the 
addition of the Seneca 
Art & Cultural Center 
at Ganondagan State 
Historic Site in 2014. 
The SACC functions as a 
museum to the Seneca’s 
history in this region, a 
fine arts gallery, and a 
performing arts center.

A plaque with the title, 
names of contributing 
artists, and the creation 
story is installed next to 
the mural.

The installation of 
“Water is Life” marks 

what Jemison called a start 
to educating the wider public 
about the history of this land 
and its original inhabitants.

“My ambition was to put 
something here that would 
acknowledge the original people 
that occupied this land,” he said. 
“And this really solves that, just 
as a good representation of a 
story of ours, the creation story, 
an elegant story that figures into 
our cosmology. I think it will 
help raise consciousness.”

The unveiling came ahead of 
Indigenous People’s Day, Oct. 
11, which the city formally 
recognized as the alternative to 
Columbus Day in 2018.

Source: https://www.rochester-
citynewspaper.com/rochester/
water-is-life-mural-by-seneca-
artist-installed-on-the-genesee/
Content?oid=13726895&fbclid=I-
wAR1rI7ryZTJMRXSexle4Th-
hdQSOSlkxgbDyDx30Sglawk_
UaV_4eypBNmQU

Peter Jemison's mural, "Water is Life," depicts the 
Haudenosaunee creation story. - Photo credit: Rebecca Rafferty

Artist Peter Jemison stands in front of his "Water 
is Life" mural, which was installed on the Flore-
ano Convention Center facing the Genesee River. 

- Photo credit: Rebecca Rafferty

Gowanda Middle School 
Elects Student Leaders
Ja:goh Cashis Montour!
Repost from GCSD Facebook page

Congratulations to the following Panthers on being named 
Student Council officers at Gowanda Middle School for the 
2021-2022 academic year:
 
• CASHIS MONTOUR is PRESIDENT
• ALAYNA FISH is VICE PRESIDENT
• ISABELLE GRAHAM is TREASURER
• BELLA MAINES is SECRETARY

Way to go!
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Ja:goh John Waterman, Jr., 
Newest Gowanda Central School Board of 
Education Member
Repost from GCSD Facebook page

Let's give a warm welcome to JOHN Y. WATERMAN JR., the 
newest member of the Board of Education of Gowanda Central 
School District.   

Mr. Waterman, who is a 1992 graduate of GCS, was sworn in 
Wednesday, October 6, 2021 at the start of the regular meeting 
by district clerk Kathy Ferneza. He resides in Perrysburg with his 
wife, Beth, and their six children, some of whom attend GCS. He is 
a volunteer for Seneca Fire on the Cattaraugus Territory. 

We're grateful for Mr. Waterman's volunteerism and are 
thrilled to have him working with our Panther family. 
#onceapantheralwaysapanther #GowandaCSD

Opening Night of 
Ga’nigöi:yoh: G. Peter 
Jemison, a retrospective 
at K Art - October 22nd!
https://www.thek.art/g-peter-jemison

The illustrious 
career of G. Peter 
Jemison (Seneca, 
Heron Clan) 
spans decades 
across a wide 
swath of diverse 
accomplishments 
with an 
immeasurable 
worldwide 
impact. Jemison 
has explored 
various topics 
through his art, 
from creating 
political 
works that 
portray contemporary social 
commentary to those that 
reflect his relationship with the 
natural world.

Join Us - October 22nd 
for the opening night of 
Ga’nigöi:yoh: G. Peter Jemison, 
a retrospective surveying his 
triumphs and tragedies from 
1964 to the present day,  all 
portrayed through paintings, 
parasols, and paper bags. The 
event is open to the public at 

the K Art gallery 
from 7 pm - 10 pm.

K Art COVID 
Policy - For your 
safety and those 
around you, to 
attend the exhibition, 
you will need to 
show proof of being 
fully vaccinated. 
Should you not 
feel comfortable 
providing that 
information or not 
be fully vaccinated, 
we require guests 
to wear masks. We 

will have masks on hand at the 
event for your convenience. 

For pre-registration, please 
email a copy of your vaccine 
card to operations@thek.art. 
Please make the subject of the 
email your first and last name.

For in-person registration, 
please bring a photo ID and at 
least one of the following forms 
of proof:

• State/city digital 
vaccine pass 
(ex: New York 
Excelsior pass);

• A photo of your 
Center for Disease 
Control vaccine 
card;

• Or the hard copy 
of your Center for 
Disease Control 
vaccine card.

Ga’nigöi:yoh:  
To have a good 
mind. For the 
Haudenosaunee 

Ga’nigöi:yoh: G. Peter Jemison, a 
retrospective - A stunning hardcover 
catalog of G. Peter Jemison’s works 
exhibited in Ga’nigoi:yoh: G. Peter 

Jemison, a retrospective. 
(Visit www.thek.art to purchase)

or Iroquois, this is the 
ideal philosophy of life. 
Following the arrival 
of the peacemaker, 
who assisted in the 
burial of arrows under 
the Tree of Peace, the 
Haudenosaunee have 
utilized this concept 
of awareness in their 
teachings of peace. 

They believe that 
peace is a state of mind 
obtained through a 
strong connection 
to spirit, a process only 
attainable with exceptional 
clarity. Consequently, this will 
allow the spirit to grow and 
acknowledge the transmittable 
spiritual energy which pervades 
all inanimate and animate 
natural objects, simply Orenda. 
Those with a Good Mind have 

strong Orenda, leading to a life 
of peace.

Above all, Jemison 
is a storyteller 
with a Good Mind, 
carving the path 
towards peace.

K Art
808 Main Street
Buffalo, NY 14202

contact@thek.art
(716) 216-2941
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West Seneca Historical Society unveils marker 
commemorating the legend of Kau-Qua-Tau
wivb.com  |  September 26, 2021

WEST SENECA, N.Y. (WIVB) — 
West Seneca’s Historical Society is 
honoring a legendary figure in the 
town’s history. Officials unveiled a 
marker in honor of Kau-Qua-Tau.

The Seneca medicine woman was 
executed for witchcraft in the 1820s.

The marker is placed at lower Lower 
Ebenezer Cemetery where it’s 
believed Kau-Qua-Tau is buried and 
where her spirit still remains.
“The role of the Seneca Nation in our 

town’s history is vital. They were the 
first inhabitants here. And this is a 
story that has some local attractions. 
But we want to get the story out 
more of this woman, a respected 
member of her community we feel 
that she was kind of an unfortunate 
demise, but we want to keep her 
memory alive,” said

The marker was paid through 
a grant from the Pomeroy 
Foundation’s Legends and Lore 
program.

New York Connects 
Update
Nya:wëh Sgë:nö’ To All Seneca 
Community Members 
Submitted by Lafayette Williams

We at New York Connects would like to let you 
know that we are still operating during this 
pandemic of the COVID-19. We can help you 
with your long-term services and supports and 
needs for people of all ages, any disability, and 
caregivers. New York Connects can help you 
apply for Medicaid, find care and support, get 
answers about Medicare, learn about supports in 
caregiving, and much more.  

There are three ways to contact us:  

By phone: Call 1-800-342-9871. Interpretation 
and translation services are free.  Individuals 
who are deaf or hard of hearing can use 
the Relay System 7-1-1.  Western New York 
Independent Living Inc. 1-888-564-5171  

Online: Please visit our website: www.
nyconnects.ny.gov  .  Please be safe and healthy, 
Nya:wëh.

Personally: Lafayette Williams NY Connects 
Independent Living Outreach Specialist: Office 
number (716) 836-0822 Extension 538 -  Work 
cell phone number: (716) 578-4679 or e-mail 
address: lwilliams@wnyil.org 

Attention - SNI Offices & Buildings will be CLOSED: 
Tuesday, November 2nd, 2021  |  Election Day  •  Thursday, November 11th, 2021  |  Veterans Day

Thursday, November 25th, 2021 |  Thanksgiving Day
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Annual Fire Prevention Week
2021 Campaign: Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety
Photos by Seneca Media  |  nfpa.org

In celebration of Fire Prevention 
Week, October 3-9, 2021; 
Seneca Fire Cattaraugus 
Territory held a fire drill with 
ECLC. The children were able 
to meet "Sparky" and have a fire 
apparatus tour. 

Remember to change your 
smoke alarm batteries, test your 
detectors and plan an escape 
route with at least 2 practice 
runs throughout a year.

2021 Fire Prevention Week 
Campaign

This year’s FPW campaign, 
“Learn the Sounds of Fire 
Safety!” works to educate 
everyone about the different 
sounds the smoke and carbon 
monoxide alarms make. 
Knowing what to do when an 
alarm sounds will keep you 
and your family safe. When an 
alarm makes noises – a beeping 
sound or a chirping sound – you 
must take action.

What if someone in my 
home is deaf or hard of 

hearing?

There are smoke alarms and 
alert devices that alert people 
who are deaf or hard of hearing. 
These devices include strobe 
lights that flash to alert people 
when the smoke alarm sounds. 
Pillow or bed shakers designed 
to work with your smoke alarm 
also can be purchased and 
installed. For more information 
on this important topic, visit 
Fire Safety for the deaf or hard 
of hearing section.

Frequently Asked 
Questions about 
smoke and carbon 
monoxide (CO) 
alarms

What’s the difference 
between smoke 
alarms and carbon 
monoxide (CO) 
alarms? Why do I 
need both?

Smoke alarms sense 
smoke well before 
you can, alerting 

you to danger. In the event 
of fire, you may have as little 
as 2 minutes to escape safely, 
which is why smoke alarms 
need to be in every bedroom, 
outside of the sleeping areas 
(like a hallway), and on each 
level (including the basement). 
Do not put smoke alarms in 
your kitchen or bathrooms.

Carbon monoxide is an odorless, 
colorless gas that displaces 
oxygen in your body and brain 
and can render you unconscious 
before you even realize 
something is happening to you. 
Without vital oxygen, you are 
at risk of death from carbon 
monoxide poisoning in a short 
time. CO alarms detect the 
presence of carbon monoxide 
and alert you so you can get 
out, call 9-1-1, and let the 
professionals check your home.

How do I know which smoke 
and CO alarm to choose for my 
home?

Choose an alarm that is listed 
with a testing laboratory, 
meaning it has met certain 
standards for protection. 
Whether you select a unit that 
requires yearly changing of 
batteries, or a 10-year unit that 
you change out at the end of 
the 10 years, either will provide 
protection.

CO alarms also have a battery 
backup. Choose one that is 
listed with a testing laboratory. 
For the best protection, use 
combination smoke and carbon 
monoxide alarms that are 
interconnected throughout the 
home. These can be installed 
by a qualified electrician, so 
that when one sounds, they 
all sound. This ensures you 
can hear the alarm no matter 
where in your home the alarm 
originates.

Importance of fire 
prevention

In a fire, mere seconds can 
mean the difference between 
a safe escape and a tragedy. 
Fire safety education isn’t just 
for school children. Teenagers, 
adults, and the elderly are 
also at risk in fires, making it 
important for every member 
of the community to take some 
time every October during Fire 
Prevention Week to make sure 
they understand how to stay 
safe in case of a fire.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

“OUT of the DARKNESS” Walk
Helping to save lives and bring hope to those affected by suicide.
Seneca Media

On Saturday, September 25, 2021, Native Connections held an 
"OUT of the DARKNESS" walk to help save lives and bring hope to 
those affected by suicide. Jackie John was a guest speaker to relay 
her experience and share her healing process on the suicide of her 
son, Matthew Aaron John who died 12/20/2000, almost 21 years 
ago. There was also a large support presence in remembrance of 
Stacey James Williams.  Registration number for this event was 
100 participants.

LeRoy Family Reunion 
Update
Submitted by Julie Snow

The LeRoy family reunion has been CANCELED due to COVID on the 
rise and with all children back in school, and because not everyone has 
been vaccinated.  We don't want to risk the spread within the family.  
However, we will start working on next year's reunion!  Stay safe and see 
you next year!

Have a Safe & Happy Halloween!
October 31, 2021
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NOTICES & ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF HARLAN R. SENECA

Administrator:  Brandy Montour,
12336 Route 438, Irving, NY  14081
~ Allegany Territory - Final Notice ~

ESTATE OF BRILEY S. JACKSON
Administrator:  Amanda Skiver,

416 W. Green St., Olean, NY  14760
~ Allegany Territory - Final Notice ~

ESTATE OF BERNARD GEORGE
Executor:  Phyllis George,

1683 Brant North Collins Rd., North Collins, NY  14111
~ Cattaraugus Territory - Final Notice ~

ESTATE OF NANCY JIMESON (Note: Last name correction)
Executor:  Pamela Pierce,

P.O. Box 187, Irving, NY  14081
~ Cattaraugus Territory - 2nd Notice ~

ESTATE OF BRILEY JACKSON
Administrator:  Amanda Skiver,

416 W. Green St., Olean, NY  14760
~ Allegany Territory - 2nd Notice ~

ESTATE OF RIESIA STARK
Administrator:  Delilah Stark,

649 Washboard Rd., Pelion, SC  29123
~ Allegany Territory - 2nd Notice ~

ESTATE OF NANCY C. SUTTON
Administrator:  Trishelle John-Murphy,

8117 Jimerson Rd., Salamanca, NY  14779
~ Allegany Territory - 2nd Notice ~

ESTATE OF ELLEN R. JOHN
Administrator:  Teresa Redeye,

587 S. Loop Rd., Steamburg, NY  14783
~ Allegany Territory - 1st Notice ~

ESTATE OF MELISSA A. BACH
Administrator:  Lynsey S. White,

8015 Old Route 17, Salamanca, NY  14779
~ Allegany Territory - 1st Notice ~

ESTATE OF LOUIS S. LEROY, JR.
Administrator:  Tawny Kettle,

94 Newton Farm Rd., Salamanca, NY  14779
~ Allegany Territory - 1st Notice ~

Next SNI Newsletter Deadline
Deadline: Tuesday, October 19, 2021.  

Next issue to be dated Friday, October 29, 2021.

Seneca Nation of Indians
SURROGATE’S COURT   

Cattaraugus & Allegany Territory

Notice is hereby given to all creditors and contingent creditors 
of the above-named decedents, that all persons having claims 

against the decedents are required to file them with the 
appropriate Surrogate’s Court, at the Allegany/Cattaraugus 
Territory.  You are also required to mail or deliver a copy to 

the Administrator/Executor.  This notice shall serve to  notify 
creditors that they have ninety (90) calendar days from  the 

date of the first publication of the notice to present their  claims 
to the Administrator/Executor or the Clerk, and the estate may 
pay only those claims presented.  For your protection, you are 

encouraged to file your claim by certified mail, with return 
receipt requested.

Are you a certified Flagman?
Submitted by Cattaraugus T.E.R.C.

If you or anyone you know is qualified, stop into the
Cattaraugus location Tribal Employment Rights Office located 

behind the SN Laundromat on Iroquois Drive

 • Apply in our office • Fill out the Skill Bank Form
• Applications are renewed yearly.

Bring your Tribal ID, Certifications, Licenses and other 
documents pertinent to your eligibility for preference and job 

qualification.

Ladies and Gentlemen: Are you 
or anyone you know a Skilled 

Tradesman?
Submitted by Cattaraugus T.E.R.C.

WE NEED YOU !Stop into the Tribal Employment Rights Office
Cattaraugus Location.

 • Apply in our office • Fill out the Skill Bank Form
• Applications are renewed yearly.

Bring your Tribal ID, Certifications, Licenses and other 
documents pertinent to your eligibility for preference and job 

qualification.
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ELDERS CORNER

AOA Elders Corner: Preparing for Winter
Submitted by Melissa Shaw, Outreach Coordinator - SNI Area Office for the Aging

Fall is a beautiful time of year, but 
seasons change quickly! We want 
to make sure that our Elders are 
prepared for winter and aware of 
the services available to help them 
stay safe. 

Snow Plowing 

During the winter months the 
Seneca Nation DPW may be 
able to provide snow plowing 
for eligible Elders on-territory.  
Please remember that DPW's first 
priority is clearing parking lots 
and walkways at SNI facilities.  
After SNI sites are cleared, work 
begins to plow driveways for 
Seneca Elders/Disabled members 
that have requested service.  DPW 
makes every effort to schedule 
early plowing for those eligible 
who need to be able to get out 
of their driveways for dialysis, 
chemotherapy, etc. 
For more information or to apply 
for snow-plowing through SNI 
DPW, please contact Lindsey 
Cooper, AOA Senior Support Specialist, at 
(716) 532-5777 ext. 5504.

HEAP

The Home Energy Assistance Program 
(HEAP) helps low-income people pay the 
cost of heating their homes.  If you are 

eligible, you may receive one regular HEAP 
benefit per program year and could also 
be eligible for emergency HEAP benefits if 
you are in danger of running out of fuel or 
having your utility service shut off.

The 2021-2022 Regular HEAP benefit 
opened October 1, 2021. Eligibility and 
benefits are based on income, household 

size, the primary heating source, 
and the presence of a household 
member who is under age 6, 
age 60 or older or permanently 
disabled.

For more information or 
assistance applying for HEAP, 
please contact Briana Snyder, AOA 
Options Counselor, at (716) 532-
5777, ext 3624.

Winter Weatherization

With a little planning and 
preparation, you can reduce the 
cost to keep your home warm 
this winter.   Dirt and neglect 
are the number one causes of 
heating system failure, so be 
sure to schedule a fall checkup of 
your heating equipment with a 
licensed contractor to make sure 
your system is operating at peak 
performance.

Seal air leaks to prevent warm 
air from leaking out of the 

house.  Winter weatherization Kits from 
National Fuel are available at Allegany and 
Cattaraugus AOA and include weather-
stripping, foam sealant and other products 
to help keep your home warm.  Kits are first 
come, first serve.  Please call or stop in to 
pick one up if you are interested.

A.O.A. 
LEGAL DAY

w/SNI Surrogates Court 
& Attorney Lee Redeye

Tuesday, October 19th, 10am 
@ Wini Kettle Elders Center

Thursday, October 21st, 11am 
@ Seneca Allegany Elders Center

Stop by to meet the Judges and 
Court Clerks.  Get information on 

Will Preparation and 
Estate Planning.  

Adult Day Services
Reprinted from AOA Elder Living 
- October 2021 Newsletter

An adult day center provides care for 
vulnerable adults in a safe, cheerful and 
supportive environment.  Adult day centers 
operate during daytime hours, Monday 
through Friday, in some instances Saturdays 
as well.  Nutritious meals are typically 
included as well as an afternoon snack.

Examples of activities typically provided:
• Arts and crafts
• Musical entertainment
• Mental stimulation
• Stretching or other gentle exercise

The Seneca Nation AOA has contracted with 
three Adult Day centers to provide Adult 
Day services to qualified Elders and their 
caregivers.  They include:

1.	 Lake Shore Family Center 
	 in Irving, NY
2.	 Chautauqua Adult Day 
	 in Jamestown, NY
3.	 Linwood Adult Day Center 
	 in Olean, NY

If you are a caregiver you may find that an 
adult day program can not only provide 
you a safe & supervised environment for 
your Elder, but it can also provide social 
interaction and cognitive stimulation for 
your loved one.

Depending on the participants income, 
there may be cost share associated with 
this program.  For more information or to 
schedule an assessment to see if you qualify, 
please contact AOA Case Managers:

•  Shantel Burning, Catt. AOA 
	 (716) 532-5777
•  Theresa Redeye, Alleg. AOA 
	 (716) 945-8990
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ACTIVITY

Halloween Maze
HELP!  The ghost is looking for a way into the haunted castle

Import Export 
Meeting

The next Import Export meeting has 
been scheduled for October 21, 2021 
at 1pm in the William Seneca Building 

Council Chambers. 

The public is welcome to attend. 


