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Nya:wëh sgë:nö’ gagwe:göh, 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Mother’s 
Day. We should  honor the contribution of 
mothers everyday as the protectors and 
guardians of our future. We appreciate and 
respect everything you do for our children.

This month I'd like to acknowledge May 
5th as the National Day of Awareness for 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 
and Girls.  The Crime Victim Services 
program coordinated many events to bring 
awareness to these crimes.  Staggering 
statistics of missing/murdered mothers, 
daughters, sisters across the United 
States  sparked the enactment of this day 
of recognition.  In fact, Native American 
Women are more than twice as likely 

to experience violence than any other 
demographic. Please keep families who 
have lost loved ones in your thoughts and 
prayers.

The Nation recently notified the City of 
Olean of our intent to take legal action for 
the repeated discharges from the City’s 
wastewater treatment plant into the Ohi:yo’. 
This waterway is a very precious resource 
to our Nation.  It is part of our heritage 
and we will not allow anyone to be at risk. 
Many families spend time in and around 
the river throughout the summer.  We must 
protect this important resource and ask 
our neighbors to be more mindful of this 
situation and take-action to correct this 
issue.

If this isn’t rectified we may need to pursue 
legal action under the Clean Water Act, 
as having safe and clean water is a basic 
human right. Everyone along the Ohi:yo’ 
deserves to be protected.

I had hoped we could start limiting our 
COVID conversation, but as you may 
know we are seeing an increase in COVID 
numbers around our communities.  There 
were 33 active cases as of May 5th within 
our health centers. The new variant is more 
contagious as the previous OMICRON 
strain.  Please continue to practice COVID 
protocol and get tested if you experience 
symptoms.  If you test positive for the 
virus please follow the public health 

recommendations for isolating and masking 
to help reduce the spread.

Test appointments are still available to 
enrolled Seneca members through Blue 
Stone - Monday through Friday between 
9:00-3:00 pm at Seneca Fire Station #1 by 
appointment in Cattaraugus and at Seneca 
Fire Station East Loop Rd in Allegany.  
To make an appointment call 716-220-
2440.  Photo ID is required and do not eat, 
drink or smoke for at least 1 hour prior to 
testing. Contact Mike Gates, Emergency 
Management Director for specific questions 
at  716-244-0820 or at mike.gates@sni.org.

Also, COVID vaccines and boosters are still 
available through Seneca Health System 
for all eligible individuals and age groups.  
Please contact Cattaraugus health at 716-
532-5582 and LR John at 716-945-5894 for 
appointments.  Please continue to take all 
precautions to help stifle this disease.

Stay safe, stay strong, Dahne’hoh dih ae’
Matthew B. Pagels
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FROM THE DESK OF THE TREASURER

NEWS FROM THE CLERK'S OFFICE

Marta Kettle, Clerk

CATTARAUGUS 
TERRITORY

Bethany Johnson, 
Deputy Clerk

ALLEGANY TERRITORY

The Clerk’s Office continues to monitor the current pandemic & 
practice safety measures that protect the Clerk’s Office staff and 
Community as a whole, please watch for changes. Nya:wëh

MASKS ARE ENCOURAGED UPON ENTRY TO ALL 
SENECA NATION BUILDINGS

The Clerk’s Office on the Cattaraugus Territory has re-opened our 
doors with safety protocols in place.  The Clerk’s Office on the 
Allegany Territory has re-opened our doors with all the 
safety protocols in place.  

Our hours are Monday through Friday; 8:00 am – 4:30 pm.  We 
encourage members to bring their own pen if needed, as a safety 
precaution.  

Please have your SNI Enrollment # ready when you are 
visiting or calling the Clerk’s Office.

CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS
We are happy to announce the Allegany & Cattaraugus Clerk’s 
Office are now accepting Credit/Debit Cards as a form of payment 
for ID’s, utility bills, business & fishing licenses, etc.

ANNUITY CLOTH
Annuity Cloth will be available for pick up anytime in both 
Allegany & Cattaraugus Clerk’s Offices.

CLERK'S OFFICE STAFF
Continued on the next page

Greetings, 

I've been enjoying getting outside and 
taking care of a few yard projects, since 
the weather is finally warming up.  Also 
enjoying catching some lacrosse games. 
Time to get all the gardens ready for 
planting. I hope everyone enjoys these 
warmer days! 

The Seneca Nation was recently awarded 
two grants from the Built to Play Skatepark 
grant fund. The grants were secured 
by our Seneca Nation Department of 
Transportation, working cooperatively 
with the Community Planning & 
Development Department.  The grants 

will either fully, or in part, pay for the 
permanent concrete skate parks on the 
Allegany and Cattaraugus territories. In 
Cattaraugus, the skate park will be located 
on the site of the Cattaraugus Community 
Center; while the Allegany site is yet to 
be determined.  Now that the award has 
been announced, the Nation will host two 
community meetings to seek community 
input: Allegany community meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, May 17th, 2022, at the 
Allegany Community Center at 6:00pm; 
and the Cattaraugus community meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, May 18th, 
2022, at 6:00pm.  If you require additional 
information, please contact Sharon Ray in 
our Allegany Department of Transportation, 
at (716) 945-1790, X3137.

The unofficial beginning of summer is 
generally marked by Memorial Day, which 
occurs on the last Monday of May.  This day 
is set aside as a traditional day to remember 
fallen service members and to decorate 
their graves with flags and flowers.  This is 
a busy time for members of Iroquois Post 
#1587, on the Cattaraugus territory.  The 
Memorial Day remembrances begin on 
Sunday, May 22nd, 2022, from 10am to 
3pm and continues on the 23rd, 24th and 
25th, until all graves are decorated, starting 
each day at 10am.  On Sunday, May 29th, 
there is a sunrise service scheduled to 
start at Good Shepard Church, in Irving, at 
8:30am.  Additional salute honorings will 
follow at: Newtown Cemetery in Lawtons, 

Pinewoods Cemetery in Pinewoods and 
Indian Hill Cemetery up Indian Hill.  The 
final salute will take place at the SNI 
Cemetery at 11am.  Iroquois Post #1587 and 
the Nation invite our community members 
to attend the Memorial Day ceremony 
on Monday, May 30th, 2022, at 11:00am, 
at the Seneca Allegany Administration 
Building (SAAB), as they pay tribute to 
and honor our Seneca warriors whom 
have paid the ultimate sacrifice.  For more 
information or to provide Iroquois Post 
#1587 with information about a family 
member and their service, please email 
Ron Cook, Jr., Post Commander, at: 
americanlegioniroquoispost1587@gmail.
com or call (716) 532-1587. 

On the COVID front, there were two 
vaccination clinics set up earlier this week 
at both of our health centers.  You may be 
eligible to get your second booster, if you 
are over fifty years of age.  

If you need to check your eligibility 
or make an appointment for 
vaccinations and booster shots, you 
may call Teri Cowles at (716) 945-
5894 (Allegany); or Kim Bradley at 
(716) 532-5582 (Cattaraugus).  Stay 
safe! 

Respectfully,
Rickey L. Armstrong, Sr.
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NEWS FROM THE CLERK'S OFFICE

William Seneca Building - Cattaraugus Territory
Phone: (716) 532-4900 
Cattaraugus Clerk’s Office Staff 
Marta Kettle – Clerk
Geraldine Huff, Executive Assistant (Notary Public)
Kelly Mohawk, Deeds Recorder
Leslie Cooke, Executive Secretary (Notary Public)
Tammi Stafford, Administrative Assistant (Notary Public)
Ashley Warrior, Administrative Assistant 
Lori Waterman, Administrative Assistant
Dana Maybee, Business Permit Officer
Kayla Huff, Business Compliance Officer
Sarena Seneca, Receptionist

Seneca Allegany Administration Building (SAAB) -
Allegany Territory - Phone: (716) 945-1790 
Allegany Clerk’s Office Staff
Bethany Johnson, Deputy Clerk (Notary Public)
Charisse Ground, Executive Secretary
Sue Case, Enrollment Officer
Kathleen “Yomie” Hill, Enrollment Assistant  
Lexus McClune, Administrative Assistant 
Amos Vogle, Administrative Assistant
Elizabeth John, Receptionist

The Buffalo Office Staff & Location - 
Phone: (716) 845-6304 or (716) 951-7555
Buffalo Office works in Conjunction with the Clerk’s Office
Ramona Marion – Director
Stephanie Maybee – Administrative Assistant
Judson Logan - Tutor

Located at:  533 Amherst Street, Buffalo, NY 14207
Hours:  Monday-Friday: 8am-4:30pm

VIRTUAL COUNCIL SESSIONS
The Seneca Nation will be utilizing the virtual online platform 
“GoToMeeting” for the Council Sessions for enrolled members to 
have safe access to each Council meeting.

To participate, enrolled members will need access to a computer, 
tablet or smartphone as well as a valid email address to sign up.
To request access, please send an email to: SNGotomeet@sni.org
Your email must include the following information:   

“I would like to register to participate for the Council 
Date. My information is as follows:
Name:
Enrollment#:
Telephone#

Upon enrollment verification, a reply e-mail will be sent to you 
that includes a registration link for the meeting.  Please follow the 
instructions and fill in all requested information when requesting 
online.  Once registered, another email will be sent with a link 
to the online Council Session, which will go live at the scheduled 
meeting date and time.

SN IDENTIFICATION CARDS
In order to update your photo on your Seneca Nation Identification 
Card, you must appear in person. All cards issued must have a 
current photo upon issuance. 
• $7.00 per card
• $3.50 per card for Elders (60 yrs. Of age or older)

CLERK’S OFFICE FORMS
Completed forms can be mailed along with a copy of your photo 
identification as proof of identify if you are unable to obtain a 
notary to: Seneca Nation of Indians, 90 Ohi:yo’ Way, Salamanca 

NY 14779.  All forms are available online at www.sni.org under 
Clerk’s Office documents.

•	 ADDRESSES
	� Please remember to keep your address current with the Clerk’s 

Office. This includes changes with custody of minor children or 
legal guardians (Court orders). 

•	 BURIAL FUND
	� A Burial fund has been designated to pay for funeral expenses 

up to $7000 for enrolled members. For additional details, please 
contact the Clerk’s Office during regular business hours. 

•	� DIRECT DEPOSIT OF ANNUITY AND/OR ELDERS 
PAYMENTS 

	� If you would like to sign up for Direct Deposit of your Annuity 
and/or Elders Check, you will have to complete the form. The 
form is available on the web at www.sni.org  under Documents/
Clerk’s Office / Direct Deposit forms or at the Clerk’s Office. 

	 • �All direct deposit forms MUST have attached a voided check or 
deposit slip (start-up checks will NOT be accepted).  

	 • �Members must be at least 18 years old to sign up for Direct 
Deposit

	 • �Minors are NOT eligible for Direct Deposit

If you receive direct deposit, it is your responsibility to 
keep your address updated with the Clerk’s Office.

•	 RELEASE OF MINORS TRUST FUND
	� In order to begin receiving Minor Trust Fund disbursements. A 

member must be at least 18 years old and submit the following 
documentation:

	 •  Application for Release of Minors Trust 
	 •  High School Diploma / GED
	 •  Financial Literacy Certificate (http://seneca.cm3solutions.com)

If you need to obtain a Financial Literacy Certificate please contact 
the Seneca Nation Education Department for details. Contact Info: 
Allegany Territory - Seneca Nation Education Department (716) 
945-1790, traci.pacini@sni.org; Cattaraugus Territory - Seneca 
Nation Education Department (716) 532-3341, barbara.weston@
sni.org.

SEEKING INVOCATORS
The Seneca Nation Clerks Office is seeking Individuals interested in 
Invocating/Opening with Gano:nyok for Council each month. 
Anyone interested for Allegany may contact Charisse Ground 
at Charisse.ground@sni.org, 716-945-1790 ext. 3036 and for 
Cattaraugus you may contact Leslie Cooke at Leslie.cooke@sni.org, 
716-532-4900, ext. 5038. 

SEEKING NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 
The Seneca Nation Clerk’s Office is seeking Non-Profit 
Organizations to serve refreshments and or dinner during Council 
each month. Any Organization interested for Allegany may contact 
Charisse Ground at Charisse.ground@sni.org, 716-945-1790 ext. 
3036 and for Cattaraugus you may contact Leslie Cooke at Leslie.
cooke@sni.org, 716-532-4900, ext. 5046 to request a form. Forms 
are also available at the Clerk’s Office. Any questions or can be 
directed to Charisse Ground or Leslie Cooke.

We would like to say "Nya:wëh" for your patience and 
understanding during this time and please watch for 
updates as this may change unexpectedly. Any changes 
will be posted online.
  



May 13, 2022

4

NEWS FROM THE CLERK'S OFFICE

Welcome our recent 
enrollments to the 
Seneca Nation!

Kamila Josephine Garzon (Turtle)
Daughter of Jacqueline Dupuy & Juan 
Garzon

Due to Covid-19, the in person requirement 
for enrollment has been temporarily 
suspended, therefore we are asking parents 
who recently have or will be having their 
child(ren) enrolled and wishes to have 
their child(s) pictures included in future 
editions of the SN Newsletter, please email 
a picture to: Kathleen.Hill@sni.org or 
Bjohnson@sni.org

Next Newsletter 
Deadline:

May 17th, 2022
to be dated

May 27th, 2022

Moving?  Call us at 716-945-
1790 



May 13, 2022

5
visit us on-line 

@sninews.org 

GAMING

On January 8, 2022, mobile and online 
sports wagering opened in New York State, 
but only for state-licensed operators. With 
it came many questions, including “What 
does this mean for the Seneca Gaming 
Corporation (SGC) and our existing sports 
wagering operations?”

SGC currently has three sportsbook lounges 
located on Nation Territory inside Seneca 
Niagara Resort & Casino, Seneca Buffalo 
Creek Casino and Seneca Allegany Resort & 
Casino. The company’s sportsbook betting 
counters are open daily and self-service 
kiosks are available 24/7. Since opening 
in late 2019, the sportsbook lounges 
have exceeded our expectations, and the 
response and excitement from our guests 
have been tremendous.

Since New York licensed operators for 
mobile and online sports wagering earlier 
this year, most of us have seen the barrage 
of advertisements from those companies. 
We understand that this new competition 
could impact our revenues and operations.
However, the New York bid process did 

allow us to secure a revenue sharing 
agreement with one of the strongest 
consortiums bidding for New York licenses, 
consisting of FanDuel, DraftKings, 
BetMGM andBally Bet. Under our 
agreement, SGC will receive payments 
based on the revenue generated by this 
consortium. It is important to note that 
our business agreement is with these four 
companies. It is in no way an agreement 
with New York State, nor does it obligate us 
to New York in any way.

It is also important to note that, although 
we will receive revenue share payments 
under this business agreement, these 
companies remain our competition. SGC 
continues to encourage our guests to come 
wager with us in a fun, social environment, 
where they can interact with other sports 
betting fans and enjoy all the games in real 
time on dozens of screens. Additionally, we 
pay winnings in cash instantly and believe 
this - along with all of our other gaming 
options and resort amenities - will continue 
to fuel our Seneca Sports Lounges for future 
success.

In regard to SGC’s ability to provide 
mobile and online gaming outside Nation 
Territory, federal law is currently the most 
significant obstacle for the Nation and all of 
Indian Country to participate in this space. 
Simply put, federal law currently limits 
SGC’s ability to take bets from patrons 
who are physically located off-territory. 
The issue of off-territory mobile and online 
sports betting is currently subject to legal 
challenges in Florida, and we are closely 
monitoring those developments. Legislative 
fixes have also been proposed at the federal 
level, but have not yet been successful. 
SGC will continue to plan and position 
ourselves to take advantage of other gaming 
opportunities as they become available to 
us.

Update on Sports Betting

Seneca Niagara

Seneca Allegany
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IN THE NEWS

ALLEGANY TERRITORY, SALAMANCA, 
N.Y. – Continuing its long history of 
protecting the health and safety of its 
citizens and defending Mother Earth from 
environmental harm, the Seneca Nation 
recently notified the City of Olean of its 
intent to take legal action to address a 
dangerous pattern of harmful discharges 
from the City’s waste water treatment 
plant into the Ohi:yo’ (Allegheny River), 
which runs through the Nation’s Allegany 
Territory.

The Nation sent a notice of intent to initiate 
civil action against the City pursuant to 
Section 301 of the Clean Water Act, 33 
U.S.C. § 1311(a) for discharging pollutants, 
including enterococci, among other things, 
in excess of the effluent limits on a regular 
and continuing basis. According to the 
Nation’s letter, the discharges are either 
still occurring or are likely to occur in the 
future.

“Ohi:yo’ is part of our Nation, part of our 
lives and part of our heritage, and we 
will not allow our people and our future 
generations to be put at risk,” said Seneca 
Nation President Matthew Pagels. “Our 

connection to and 
dependence on our 
natural resources 
and important 
life-giving and life-
sustaining resources 
like Ohi:yo’ must 
be protected from 
harmful actions. We 
will not turn a blind 
eye to this situation, 

and we demand our neighbors do the right 
thing and protect the river and the people 
impacted by their actions.”

The City operates the Olean Waste Water 
Treatment Plant at 174 S. 19th Street. The 
plant discharges sewage, stormwater and/or 
wastewater into the river pursuant to a State 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
permit. The most recent discharge in 
excess of the limits specified by the permit 
occurred on March 7, 2022. On that date, 
approximately 48,000 gallons of untreated 
sewage was discharged into the Allegany 
River from a sewage lift station located 
at 411 S. 4th Street, Olean, New York. 
Effluent from the discharge contained 310 
CFU/100mL of enterococci, which exceeds 
the reporting limit of 61 CFU/mL. In 
addition, E. coli, fecal coliform and nitrates 
were detected in effluent samples.

Because of the chronic nature of the City’s 
violation of its discharge permit, the 
Nation believes it is more than reasonable 
that the illegal discharges will continue, 
impacting the health, safety and well-
being of countless people who utilize and 

depend upon the river, which is a source of 
drinking water for millions of people, from 
the Southern Tier of New York down to 
Pittsburgh.

The Seneca Nation intends to sue for all 
Clean Water Act violations and is seeking 
civil penalties for any additional violations 
discovered in the future – including 
during the course of litigation – as well 
as any that might occur subsequent to the 
notice delivered to the City. In addition, 
the Nation intends to seek injunctive and 
remedial relief to halt the continuing illegal 
discharges, as well as costs, attorney and 
expert witness fees, and such additional 
relief as the court determines may be 
appropriate.

In 2021, the Nation took similar action 
against Clean Water Act violations by the 
Village of Portville to address persistent 
sewage discharge violations. The Nation 
was also a vocal opponent of a controversial 
proposed wastewater treatment facility for 
fracking water at the headwaters of the river 
near Coudersport, Pennsylvania in 2018. 
Plans for the facility were voted down.

“Clean, safe water is a basic human 
right, which should never be put 
in question,” President Pagels 
said. “The river must be preserved 
so that it can sustain lives in the 
Seneca Nation and in neighboring 
communities for generations to 
come.”

Seneca Nation Puts City Of Olean On Notice For Clean 
Water Act Violations
Notice Letter Triggers 60-Day Waiting Period For City To Rectify Ongoing Dangerous 
Discharges from Waste Water Treatment Plant
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Library News – 
Allegany Branch
Submitted by Glenda Grey

Spring is here and we had our first 
Gardening Workshop presented by Tamara 
Bacho, Master Gardener Volunteer with 
Cornell Cooperative Extension and she will 
be back on May 25th for second class.  Call 
to sign up – 716-945-3157.  

Book Club met for the first book discussion 
and our new book is; The Nightingale 
by Kristin Hannah.  We meet on the last 
Wednesday of the month, if you would like 
to read the book and join the club stop in or 
call to reserve your book.  

Coffee hour is every Thursday morning 
from10am – 11am.  Come in to talk about 
events, read a book or check with one of us 
for a book selection.  

On May 4th we had Mother’s Day craft 
night!  We will be adding those photos to our 
Facebook page – so check us out.
Oceans of Possibilities Summer reading 
program is getting put together and is going 
to be a great time reading, crafting and 
playing.  We will begin registration first 
week of June.  So, call with your questions 
and to learn more about this fun program.  

In June, we have author(s) coming to speak 
on their books.   More coming on the books 
and the author(s).  We have more book 
signings coming up this summer too.  
Please stop in we are open until 7pm on 
Wednesday and hope to add Tuesday evening 
soon. 

Hope to see you soon!

Seneca Nation of Indians starts new 
solar installation branch
By Kelsey Misbrener | April 28, 2022

Seneca Solar, the 
energy solutions 
division of 
Seneca Holdings, 
announced a 
new partnership 
with Alternative 
Energy 
Development 
Group (AEDG), 
a developer of 

commercial- and industrial-scale clean 
energy projects. Together, the companies 
will collaborate on their Earth-healing work 
in service of Indigenous communities in the 
United States and around the world.
Seneca Solar, certified under the National 
Minority Supplier Diversity Council 
(NMSDC), is the energy solutions division 
of Seneca Holdings, an enterprise wholly 
owned by the Seneca Nation of Indians. 
Seneca Holdings businesses deliver over 
$250 million in projects annually. On a 
mission to profitably and equitably deliver 
innovative renewable energy solutions 
that heal the Earth, Seneca Solar delivers 
solutions such as onsite renewables, 
community solar, electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure and other innovative 
technologies.

Seneca Solar has established a Certified 
Partnership Program (CPP) that will enable 
the company to rapidly deploy solutions at 
scale around the world. Certified Partners 
share Seneca Solar’s vision and values, are 

committed to values-based collaboration, 
and provide products and/or services that 
align with the overall goal of healing the 
Earth.

“Seneca Solar is an extension of the Seneca 
Nation’s commitment to healing the Earth. 
To maximize the positive impact we can 
have on the environment and do the most 
good, we will need trusted partners that 
share our values and extend our capability 
to deploy solutions for our customers,” said 
Jeffrey Ellis, CEO of Seneca Holdings. “We 
are thrilled to formalize our partnership 
with AEDG, a values-aligned organization 
that shares our passion for collaboration 
and exceptional service. They are the 
perfect organization to be our first Certified 
Partner.”

Income from Seneca Solar projects 
directly supports the on-territory needs 
of the Seneca Nation of Indians, including 
education programs, cultural centers, 
medical facilities, childcare, broadband 
access, critical infrastructure and career 
development. In all of its business activities, 
Seneca Solar is committed to workforce 
and skills development for Indigenous 
communities as a foundational priority.

Source:  
https://www.solarpowerworldonline.
com/2022/04/seneca-nation-of-indians-
starts-new-solar-installation-branch/

NOTICE - Lampricide 
Application 

Allegany - Environmental Protection

US Fish & Wildlife will be working with SNI Fish & Wildlife to 
treat Cattaraugus Creek with lampricide from May 24th through 

June 2nd in order to control sea lamprey. Sea lamprey is a 
parasitic fish native to the northern and western Atlantic Ocean 
that has invaded the Great lakes and their watersheds. Lamprey 

have a disc-shaped, suction-cup mouth, ringed with sharp, 
horny teeth that latch onto fish and feed on their blood and body 

fluids. One lamprey kills about 40 pounds of fish every year.

The application of lampricide requires a dye to mark where 
the product is flowing. So if you are seeing yellowish color 

streak in the waters of Cattaraugus Creek during this time, it is 
completely normal. Studies have shown that no adverse effects 
result from contact with lampricides and the water is still safe 

for recreation.

Please contact SNI Fish & Wildlife if you have any 
questions.
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“The Onöhsagwë: de’ Cultural Center is hosting the 5th annual 
Heritage Day festival. This is the museum’s largest event of the 
year. It is free and open to the public. This year, we are happy 
to announce our expanded ages groups for the smoke dance 
competitions. An artisan market and food market will take place 
during the event. More details will be announced in the coming 
weeks. Stay up to date on this and other museum events by 
following us on social media, or subscribing to our e-newsletter 
list. For questions or more information call (716)945-1760. Smoke 
dance payouts are below:

Tiny tots dance contest (ages 0-4) – Candy

Youth girls smoke (5-12) – 1st place - $125 , 2nd place - $100, 	
				        3rd place - $75
Youth boys smoke (5-12) – 1st place - $125, 2nd place - $100, 	
				        3rd place - $75

Teen girls smoke (13-17) – 1st place - $200, 2nd place - $150, 	
				        3rd place - $125
Teen boys smoke (13-17) – 1st place - $200, 2nd place - $150, 	
				       3rd place - $125

Jr. Adults (Women) (18-35) – 1st place - $300 , 2nd place - 		
				             $225, 3rd place - $200
Jr. Adults (Men) (18-35) – 1st place - $300, 2nd place - $225, 	
				       3rd place - $200

Sr. Adults (Women) (36-49) – 1st place - $300, 2nd place - 		
				               $225, 3rd place - $200
Sr. Adults (Men) (36-49) – 1st place - $300, 2nd place - $225, 	
				        3rd place - $200

Golden age (Women) (50+) – 1st place - $300, 2nd place - 		
			                         $225, 3rd place - $200
Golden age (Men) (50+) – 1st place - $300, 2nd place - $225, 	
				       3rd place - $200”

With the arrival of 30 NEW queen bee colonies, staff at Gakwi:yo:h 
Farms have been busy! On the morning of Saturday, April 23rd, 
youth workers Nathan Warrior and Dustin Mohawk volunteered 
to assist with unloading the bees to their new homes at 7am sharp.  
Conner - Gakwi:yo:h Farms Laborer, and Jack – Gakwi:yo:h Farms 
Agriculture Coordinator, explained how to maintain, care for and 
transport the beehive boxes and informed them of what roles the 
queens, worker bees and drones jobs are in each colony. Nathan 
and Dustin loved the experience and are excited to come back and 
work with the farm again.

Prior to the arrival of these new colonies, Gakwi:yo:h Farms had 24 
hives on site, with the addition of these 30 new hives, that brings 
their total to 54 on-site hives.

When asked if this is the best time of year to transport the bees, 
Gerry Fisher, Gakwi:yo:h Farms Project Manager said “You can 
transport them any time but the best time to transport bees is 
in the evening, when the bees are back in the hive or early in the 
morning.  If they are traveling via transport for a long distance, 
their entrance should be blocked and they need proper ventilation 
so the hive does not overheat.  Therefore the time of day is very 
important regarding transport, not the time of year.”

Gerry also noted that the staff at the farm is excited to launch 
the sale of honey this season at Gakwi:yo:h Farms 
Market!  Stay tuned!

Don't miss Heritage Day!

New Queen Bee Colonies 
Arrive at Gakwi:yo:h Farms

Seneca Nation ECLC visits 
JT Waugh
Cattaraugus Territory
April 29, 2022  |  Lake Shore Schools Native American 
Programs Facebook Page

Students from the Seneca Nation ECLC visited JT Waugh last 
month. The tour was led by Mrs. Klemens and Mrs. Jimerson. 

ECLC students and their teachers were shown all of the important 
places in the building such as the library, gym, and nurse. They met 
kindergarten teachers, some saw their brothers and sisters, and 
learned what school will be like for them next year! 

The district treated them to pizza for lunch and they got to practice 
going through the lunch line! The kids also got to listen to a story 
read to them by 3rd grader, Robbie Hummel. Finally, they were 
given a new book and a goodie bag for their families too. 

Welcome to Lake Shore, Class of 2035!!!
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Memorial Day is a time to remember and 
pay tribute to our fallen military service 
members who have joined the great spirit 
Army of Warriors in Skyworld. Many of 
our community members across both 
Territories will observe this solemn 
occasion by visiting cemetery sites and 
decorate Veterans’ graves with flags and 

flowers. In fact, Memorial Day started as Decoration Day where 
the tradition of adorning service member graves with flags 
and flowers originated at Waterloo, New York. (The town was 
officially declared the birthplace of Memorial Day in 1966.)

After the First World War, Decoration Day was renamed 
Memorial Day and became a time to honor the lives lost in all 
armed conflicts, not just the Civil War. In 1968, Congress passes 
a law declaring Memorial Day a federal holiday to be observed 
each year on the last Monday of May.

This year’s observance will begin with encouraging community 
members to return to this fading tradition of honoring our 
Warrior’s by visiting and decorating gravesites. Iroquois Post 
1587 will begin to venture out for this annual activity to visit our 
cemeteries starting from the Post on Sunday May 22, 2022@10am 
– 3pm and we invite anyone interested to join us in this honorable 
activity. The Post will continue to visit and decorate graves on May 
23rd, 24th, and 25th or until all graves are decorated starting each 
day at 10am.

A Sunrise Service is scheduled for Sunday May 29, 2022, starting 
at Good Shepard Church in Irving at 8:30am with additional salute 
honoring’s in Newtown Cemetery- Lawtons, Pinewoods Cemetery 
- Gowanda, Indian Hill Cemetery – Perrysburg. This will cover 
the four-directions as we will conduct a final Sunrise Service and 
salute at the SNI Cemetery at 11am.

The Seneca Nation along with Iroquois Post 1587 invites Veterans 
and family members to attend a Memorial Day ceremony on May 
30, 2022@11am at the Seneca Allegany Administration Building 
(SAAB) as we pay tribute and honor Warriors who paid the 

ultimate sacrifice.

We ask the community to help us keep our Veteran Grave 
Registry current by letting us know if you need any assistance 
with obtaining a free Veteran grave marker, plaque, or headstone. 
We will need a copy of the service members discharge papers to 
process any application. 

If a Veteran already has a headstone but not marked as a Veteran, 
we can help and process the same application with a copy of the 
service members discharge document(s) to add a Veteran plaque or 
marker. Please feel free to stop by the Iroquois Post 1587 or call if 
there are any questions you may have reference to your deceased 
Veteran service member that we may not have in our current grave 
registry documents and share their gravesite location. 

You may contact the Post at 716-532-1587 and 
leave a detailed message with fallen Veteran’s full 
name/location/address or email information to 
americanlegioniroquoispost1587@gmail.com.

Your help is greatly appreciated, Nya:weh!

FULL COLOR
DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Iroquois Post 1587 Memorial Day Message 2022
By Ron Cook Jr. Iroquois Post 1587 Post Commander

On Friday, May 6th, as students arrived they received 3 "dollars" 
to treat their moms to a royal Mother’s Day!  

They first visited the SALC Flower Shop where the children 
"purchased" a flower of their choice for their mom!  Next stop, 
The "We Love You Mom! Photo Booth" which cost the children 
one "dollar"!  Last on the agenda, taking mom to breakfast at 
SALC "Starbucks" where they cashed in their last "dollar" to fill 
mom's tummy the way she fills our hearts with a mouthwatering 
breakfast option buffet of muffins, donuts, danishes, juice and 
water!

The children really seemed to love this experience and the 
empowerment of using their own "money" to spoil their moms!

Happy Mother’s Day to our absolutely 
wonderful SALC moms and all of the moms 
out there!

'Morning for the Mama's at SALC
Submission By: Elizabeth Smith Parent Involvement Coordinator
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Cattaraugus Territory, Seneca Nation – The Seneca Nation 
announced it will soon be home to two new concrete skateparks 
as the result of two distinct grant awards from the Built to Play 
Skatepark Grant fund. These awards, secured by the Seneca Nation 
Department of Transportation (SNIDOT) in cooperation with the 
Community Planning & Development Department (CPDD), will 
provide for permanent concrete skateparks on the Allegany and 
Cattaraugus Territories of the Seneca Nation. The newly funded 
parks will be located at the Cattaraugus Community Center in 
Irving, NY, while a second park location will be determined 
through community meetings and fundraising efforts on the 
Allegany Territory.

“As a Nation focused on our seventh generation, we put a 
tremendous amount of our heart and soul into our Seneca youth. 
We can all easily recognize the importance of access to engaging 
outdoor activities. Since 2019, community members have been 
pursuing a Built to Play Skatepark Grant from The Skatepark 
Project. Today’s announcement is a win-win for skateboarders and 
BMX riders in our communities, as well as our leaders here today. 
This administration is thrilled to see this vision come to fruition.,” 
said Seneca Nation President Matthew Pagels.

For the past four 
years, we at The 
Skatepark Project 
have been working 
alongside the Ralph C. 
Wilson, Jr. Foundation 
to help communities 
throughout southeast 
Michigan and 
Western New York. 
This partnership 
with the Seneca 
Nation is the Built to 
Play program’s first 
sovereign government 
project. The Ralph C. 
Wilson, Jr. Foundation 
has seen the need 
for public skateparks 
in the region, and 

routinely provides funding for those communities that wish to 
work to develop them,” said Trevor Staples, Built to Play Skatepark 
Manager.

Following this announcement, fundraising will begin immediately 
to reach the $250,000 goal set for the Seneca Skatepark located 
on the Allegany Territory in Salamanca, NY. These funds must be 
finalized by January 10, 2023 in order to proceed.  Funds allocated 
for the Seneca Skatepark on the Cattaraugus Territory will fully 
cover the cost of construction. Construction is anticipated to be 
complete by the Fall of 2022 at the Cattaraugus Territory Seneca 
Skatepark, while construction will wrap up in the Fall 2023 at the 
Allegany location.

“We are committed to creating a fun and safe place where our 
youth can get involved with skateboarding and help build healthy 
and active lifestyles. These skateparks will be an exciting addition 
to our communities,” said Seneca Nation Tribal Councillor William 
“Billy” Canella.

In order to move this project from concept to reality, 
the Seneca Nation will host two community input 
meetings in May 2022.The first meeting will be held 
on May 17 at the Allegany Community Center (ACC) on 
the Allegany Territory at 6:00 p.m. The second will be 
held the following evening, May 18, at the Cattaraugus 
Community Center (CCC) in Irving, NY, also at 6:00 p.m.

Seneca Nation Awarded Two “Built to Play” Skatepark 
Grants
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SALAMANCA, NY- The 
Onöhsagwë:de' Cultural 
Center is building a 
Longhouse on the Ohi:yo' 
Territory.  The project will 
be headed up by Rod Pierce, 
Seneca. Pierce and Carson 
Waterman built the first 
Longhouse in the former 
Seneca-Iroquois Museum 
located on Broad Street 
back in the 1970's.  On April 
26th, Pierce, Darcy Scott, 
Bucky Bray, Blaine Tallchief, 
Chris Tallchief and Keith 
Spruce raised a Hiawatha Belt flag prior to 
inserting the main posts for the structure. 

Once completed, the Longhouse will 
serve as a center for the Hodinöshö:ni' 
community in an effort to bring back 
traditions and give opportunities to 
educate visitors about our culture.  In our 
language, Hodinöshö:ni' means "People 
of the Longhouse."  Our Longhouse is not 
only a dwelling, it is also represented as a 
symbolic structure for all Hodinöshö:ni' 
Nations under one roof as one family.  

We are known as "Keepers of the 
Western Door," Mohawks are "Keepers 

of the Eastern Door" and Onondagas are 
"Keepers of the Fire," where the central fire 
continues to burn.  The Tuscarora Nation, 
the Cayuga Nation and the Onieda Nation 
are considered our "Younger Brothers" 
and occupy Territories between the 
"Elder Brothers;" Senecas, Mohawks and 
Onondagas across New York State.  These 
Nations shaped the Iroquois Confederacy 
after forming an alliance and burying their 
weapons under the Great Tree of Peace 
inspired by the Peacemaker's vision.  

Hayden Haynes, Business Manager, hopes 
to see the Longhouse come to life through 
the community, "this structure is for the 
community - by the community.  We hope 
to see everyone come together to get the 
project done and hope to hold socials and 
cultural activities in the future."  

The structure will emulate the traditional 
rustic Seneca dwelling from the precolonial 
period with two doors on each end, smoke 
holes for fires and dual level bunks.  The 
20'x40' build is what would have been the 
size of a storage shed for harvesting meat 
and produce.  Pierce has said there is room 

to extend the structure if and 
when needed.  Traditionally, 
the lower level was for sleeping 
and the top level was used 
for storage.  Each family had 
their own section across the 
Longhouse, which could be as 
long as 200 feet depending on 
the size of the family.  Elm trees 
are used for the frame and the 
bark is wrapped around the 
outside as protection or siding.    

The crew intends to make 
significant progress over the next 

couple months and is seeking volunteers to 
make this goal a reality.  If you like to help, 
please call the museum at 716-945- 1760. 

A volunteer schedule to help with the 
build will be out in the near future.  
Follow the Seneca-Iroquois National 
Museum on Facebook and Instagram 
to stay updated on the call for 
volunteers, and updates on progress. 

The Longhouse build at the Onöhsagwë:de' Cultural 
Center is underway!

Drone shots courtesy of Seneca Media
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Seneca Nation Crime 
Victim Services held a 
series of events to honor 
and recognize Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous 
Women between the 
Allegany and Cattaraugus 
Territories.  More 
than 100 community 
members came out for the 
Community Social and 
Dinner at the Cattaraugus 
Community-Center (CCC) 
on May 5th.  A 5K walk/
run was held on May 
6th, also at the CCC.  A coloring sheet was 
shared with the community and displayed 
at the event.  Staff also handed out lawn 
signs for community members to display in 
solidarity and awareness.  

"Skirts 
of Unity" 
were worn 
during the 
social as the 
community 
came together 
as one.  "The 
skirts were 
hand crafted 
and traded as 
a joint healing 
effort from 
five different 
Nations 

throughout Hodinöshö:ni Territory.  The 
Tonawanda Seneca Nation, the Tuscarora 
Nation, the Onondaga Nation, the Mohawk 
Nation - Akwesasne Territory and the 
Seneca Nation of Indians came together in 
a show of unity, solidarity and support.  We 
are in this fight together to keep our women 

safe, " explains Sharon Francis, Program 
Coordinator, Crime Victims Services.  

MMIW began as a grassroots effort due 
to the high rates of missing and murdered 
women of Turtle Island.  This movement 
brings awareness to the many missing 
mothers, daughters, sisters, nieces, cousins 
and friends that didn't make it home and 
hopes to end violence against Indigenous 
women.

As Hodinöshö:ni' people, we are a 
matrilineal society and it is our tradition 
beginning with the Creation Story and 
Sky Woman, to honor women as sacred 
beings and life givers.  Women are the 
heart and soul of our communities; they 
provide life, love, education, warmth and 
of course laughter.  They form our identity 
early on from a long line of strong resilient 
ancestors. 

Red is a powerful color, and is worn by the 
movement to bring attention to the crisis of 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women. 
Red shirts were given to participants that 
danced in the social.  Music was provided 

by the Old Bridge Singers.

On May 5th, Seneca Nation 
Executives, Councillors 
and employees wore red 
in observance of Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous 
Women's Day of Awareness.

"Countless Indigenous 
women, mothers, daughters 
and sisters across the 
United States and Canada 
have gone missing or have 
fallen victim to violence.  

Many have been murdered or remain 
missing to this day.  In fact, in the United 
States, Indigenous women are more than 
twice as likely to experience violence 
than any other demographic.  Nya:wëh 
for gathering with us as one community 
to raise awareness for those Indigenous 
women taken from their families, their 
homes and their communities.  Nya:wëh 
for showing your support in the on going 
fight to protect Native people everywhere," 
shared President Matthew B. Pagels.

Crime Victims Services recognizes Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women #MMIW

POLICY INITIATIVES 
AND LANDMARKS

May 5, 2019 - The White House 
proclamation officially designated 
as the National Day of Awareness 
for Missing and Murdered Native 
Women and Girls. 

2019 - Executive Order 13898, 
a/k/a Operation Lady Justice, 
creates a task force for missing 

and murdered AI/AN peoples 
that will address the concerns 
of Indigenous communities in 
the U.S., such as data collection, 
policies, establish cold-case 
teams, and improve investigative 
responses. 

2020  - Savanna’s Act became 
law and requires the Department 
of Justice to review, revise and 
develop policies and protocols to 

address MMIP cases. 

2021 - Secretary of the Interior 
Deb Haaland (Laguna Pueblo) 
announced the formation of 
the Missing and Murdered Unit 
that will focus on analyzing and 
solving missing and murdered 
Indigenous peoples (MMIP) 
cases. 

Photos courtesy of Seneca Media
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Whitcomb Named Rookie 
of the Week |  UALBANY Men's Lacrosse
April 25, 2022  |  ualbanysports.com

BOSTON – University at Albany men's lacrosse freshman Amos 
Whitcomb has been named America East Rookie of the Week, 
the conference announced Monday.  He was named alongside 
Offensive Player Kevin Mack from Stony Brook and Defensive 
Player Tommy Burke from Vermont.
 
Whitcomb, an attack from Salamanca, N.Y., has previously been 
named America East Rookie of the Week on two occasions, 
on March 7 and April 4.  Last week, Whitcomb tallied six total 
goals, including four at NJIT to help the Great Danes clinch 
their spot in the 2022 America East Tournament, and two at 
then-#10 Yale.
 
UAlbany closes its 2022 regular season at home on April 30 
against #13 Penn in the first-ever meeting between the two 
programs.  The team will host a brief ceremony honoring the 
members of the 2022 senior class.

Salamanca Warriors - 
2021-2022 Spring Scholar 
Athletes  |  salamancany.org

At the end of each sports season, the 
NYSPHSAA honors those teams and individuals 
that excel in the classroom. Those student-
athletes, teams, and schools work very hard 
throughout the year and deserve to be recognized 
for their academic success. 

To receive Scholar-Athlete team recognition with a certificate, the 
team’s average GPA for 75% of the roster must be greater than or 
equal to 90.00.  If a team DOES NOT meet the Scholar-Athlete 
Team Criteria, the individuals on that team with a 90.00 or above 
GPA are still eligible to receive a pin and will be considered an 
Individual Scholar-Athlete. 

2021-2022 Spring Scholar Athletes:  Ja:goh!

Girls Lacrosse:
Alleyana Abrams......................................................... 92.77
Ava Crane..................................................................... 94.82
Karina Crouse.............................................................. 97.85
Aubrey Hogan.............................................................. 90.08
Jorja Miller..................................................................94.62
Marijah Skye................................................................91.93
Laila Zolner.................................................................. 92.58 

Team Scholar Athlete Award with team average of 93.54

Boys Lacrosse:
Lehman Brown............................................................ 90.62
Darry Jimerson............................................................ 92.46
Camden Farmer...........................................................91.08
Tayoni Galante.............................................................93.23
Tre Turner....................................................................95.08

Golf:
Quinton Jones.............................................................. 95.8

Team Scholar Athlete Award with team average of 92.42

Softball:
Skyla Dowdy................................................................ 96
Alyssa Perkins..............................................................98.07
Emma Brown...............................................................93.54
Gahsëni’de’ Hubbell.....................................................96.13

Team Scholar Athlete Award with a team average of 90.56

Girls Track and Field:
Aliyah Lee.................................................................... 92.82
Isabella Milks............................................................... 97.54
Jillian Rae....................................................................93.17

Baseball:
Harley Hoag.................................................................95.85
Hayden Hoag...............................................................97.4

Team Scholar Athlete Award with team average of 93.01

Seneca Warchiefs 9th 
Annual Golf Tournament
New Format This Year: 
4-Person Shamble
Submitted by Adrian Stevens

When:	 Monday, June 20th, 2022
Time:	 9am Shotgun Start
Where:	 Tri-Country Country Club

• $500 Per 4-Person Team  • Prizes For 1st Place Team
• Mens, Womens and Mixed (2 Men & 2 Women)
• �Prizes for Individual Score, for Mens and Womens AND for 

Elders (62+)
• Closest to the Pin - M & W  • Longest Drive - M, W & Sr
• Individual Skins  •  String Mulligans  •  Other Hole Prizes also!
• Lunch to follow w/awards afterward

For more information or to sign up, contact Adrian Stevens
via email at mileblock@yahoo.com  OR TEXT: 716-425-9702.
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Lady Warriors Varsity 
Softball Senior Recognition 
Night |  May 7, 2022  | salamancany.org

The Lady Warriors Varsity Softball team played their last regular 
season home game on Saturday, May 7th against Ellicottville.  The 
girls never gave up and played a nail biter of a game, played with 
their hearts and took home the win by one (11-10), with Morgan 
Maybee sliding in to win the game.

Since this was their senior recognition night game, clinching the 
win was extra special for the class of 2022 gals.  They all received 
gifts, picture boards and flowers. We are so proud of ALL their 
hard work.  Ja:goh, girls!

Shout out to this year’s seniors: (L to R)  
Emma Brown (11) & Morgan Maybee (14)

Varsity Softball with the 
Win on Senior Day!
May 7, 2022  | Salamanca Warrior Athletics

Varsity Softball with a big 11-10 win over Ellicottville on senior day!  
Senior Rylee Grant hit a 7th inning triple and then scored the tying 
run, while senior Morgan Maybee scored the winning run on a 
walk off double from senior Kierstyn Klahn.  

Senior Emma Brown pitched and senior Myra Breazeale caught 
a complete game for 7 strike outs.  The Warriors combined for 20 
hits today.  Getting hits for the team was Emma Brown (3), Rylee 
Grant (1), Morgan Maybee (2), Jaelynne Brown (4), Kierstyn Klahn 
(4), Myra Breazeale (3), Alyssa Perkins (1), Makenzie Oakes (1), and 
Gahseni'die Hubbell (1).

The Warriors finished off the regular season on the road earlier this 
week.  Stay tuned!  Updates will be posted in the next issue.

The lead changed hands several times in the final few innings, 
but it changed for the last time on this play.  Morgan Maybee 

shown sliding into home for the win (11-10)!
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Highbanks Campground JUNE Promotions!
Submitted by Judy Farmer, General Manager, Highbanks Campground

UB Pathway Summer 
Program For High School 
Students  |  Submitted by Dean Seneca & 
Councillor Tina Abrams

UB's School of Public Health and Health Professions is offering 
the Pathways Academy to introduce public health and the health 
professions to rising 12th grade students of color. This program is 
free for all attendees, w/the option to receive 1 college credit.

See flyer below for details:

Seneca Nation EPD is 
donating 50 Eastern 

White Pine Trees to the 
Community

In celebration of Arbor Day, the Seneca Nation EPD is giving 
away Eastern White Pine Trees to the community, encouraging 
you to plant them for this secular day of observance. Email the 

Environmental Protection Department at epd@sni.org with 
subject line "Arbor Day," and include your name, phone number, 

and address.
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Reminder: Princess Wanted!
Deadline to apply is May 20, 2022

During the month of March we honored courageous Seneca 
Women. It would be impossible for us to properly honor Cynthia 
Mohr in a simple social media post. Instead, we simply ask 
that you please consider participating with our friends at the 
Salamanca City Central School District in the 2nd Annual 
Cynthia Mohr 5k Run / Walk.
 
Proceeds benefit the SHS Class of 2023 and establishing: 
"The Cynthia Mohr Scholarship Fund"

When:	 Sunday, June 12, 2022
Where:	� Start and Finish at Veteran’s Memorial Park in 

Salamanca, NY
Time:	� Check in 9-9:45am & the Run/Walk Starts at 10am
Cost:	 $30.00 ages 13 and up or $20.00 ages 12 and under

Deadline to register and receive a 
race shirt is May 20, 2022.
For more information and to order tickets, visit:
https://www.salamancany.org/o/high-school/page/
cindymohr-scholarship

Common Ground Health 
launching listening tour w/
Indigenous Populations

Photos courtesy of Seneca Nation of Indians Media &
Communications Center and SNI Archives.

The COVID-19 pandemic didn’t 
create health disparities, it 
simply laid bare those that were 
already existing, Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, the federal COVID 
response architect is famously 
quoted as saying.

It also made plain for public 
health workers where they 
lacked relationships and 
collaboration.

As Common Ground Health 
worked to reach out to 
populations in 2021 to share 
work about COVID vaccines, 
staff found there were groups 
living locally with whom 
they didn’t have existing 
relationships. For instance, 
they didn’t have any leaders of 
local Indigenous communities 
in their databases and no 
Indigenous community 
representatives were taking 
part in existing coalitions and 
workgroups.

In assembling a group of 
Indigenous professionals to 
help inform and guide outreach, 
Common Ground staff began 
identifying how much they 
didn’t know about health 
outcomes of people indigenous 
to the land that now makes up 
the United States. Staff also 
learned about some of the 
historical traumas experienced 
by Indigenous populations 
from government agencies 
through boarding schools, 
forced relocations and forced 
sterilizations, to name a few. It 
became clear that more work 

to address Indigenous health 
disparities locally needed to be 
done, outside of the initial focus 
on COVID-19.

For instance, during the first 
7 months of the COVID-19 
pandemic,
Indigenous populations were 
sickened with COVID at 3.5 
times the rate of Whites, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
But locally, statistics on 
Native populations during the 
pandemic have been hard to 
find due to a lack of data and 
reporting stemming from a lack 
of systems to accurately account 
for this information.

In response, several local Native 
advocates have generously 
given their time to help improve 
collaboration and address the 
needs of Native populations.  
Next the group will be taking 
part in a listening tour, where 
they will interview local 
Indigenous stakeholders and 
residents to better understand 
the factors affecting Indigenous 
health outcomes in the Finger 
Lakes region. Long term, the 
advocates have called for the 
launch of an Indigenous Health 
Coalition if there is interest 
from local Native populations.

“At the very least, this work is 
overdue,” said Native advocate 
Ronalyn Pollack, CHHC, AADP 
(Mississaugas of the Credit First 
Nation/Six Nations of the Grand 
River). Pollack, along with 
(Continued on next page)

Reminder:  2nd Annual 
Cynthia Mohr 5K Run/Walk
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Dean Seneca, MPH, MCURP, 
(Seneca) CEO and founder of 
Seneca Scientific Solutions, 
and Todd Michel Waite, BA, 
MA (Seneca), Program Officer 
at Max and Marian Farash 
Charitable Foundation, have 
been advising Common Ground 
in its outreach with Native 
populations. They also served 
as panelists for an Indigenous 
forum around the COVID 
vaccines.

Common Ground Health 
is seeking input from the 
Indigenous community in the 
development of the forthcoming 
survey to update the 2018 
My Health Story survey; 
community members are 
reviewing questions for cultural 
appropriateness and relevance.

The advocates note that the 
work will not just be specific to 
the
Haudenosaunee people, (who 
are the original residents of 
the Finger Lakes region) but 
will encompass all people with 
Indigenous heritage who are 
living in the area.

“We are reaching out to find 

those Indigenous people living 
throughout the community who 
are interested in improving the 
health of Indigenous families in 
the community,” Seneca said.

Dean Seneca is uniquely 
qualified to advance this work; 
he previously was a senior 
health scientist at the CDC’s 
Center for State, Tribal, Local 
and Territorial Support and he 
is an adjunct professor of the 
SUNY University at Buffalo’s 
School of Public Health and 
Health Professions where he 
teaches a course on Indigenous 
health disparities. In addition 
to being part of the team of 
advocates leading the work, 
Seneca is serving in a consulting 
role with Common Ground 
Health to identify available 
data sets that can shed light 
on Indigenous health. Seneca 
also provided a training on 
Indigenous health disparities to 
Common Ground’s staff in June 
of 2021.

A big part of the work is 
building trust by following 
through with commitments, the 
Indigenous advocates say.

“This comes with humbleness,” 
Waite said. “It’s by us for us. 
Common
Ground is there as a willing 
partner to help grow this.”

“So many times throughout 
history, similar initiatives have 
been promised, and then do 
not come to fruition. Building 
trust with and learning from 
our local Native communities is 
our top priority,” said Hannah 
Shippee, a program coordinator 
with Common Ground Health, 
who has been the organization’s 
key liaison with the Indigenous 
community. She noted that 
Common Ground is committed 
to maintaining relationships for 
the long term, and understands 
how important listening to 
Indigenous families’ experiences 
and recommendations for 
change will be to informing this 
work.

The group also hopes to reach 
out to the more than 13,000 
people with
Native heritage who live in 
the Finger Lakes region, 
the majority of which live in 
Monroe County. The goal of the 
work is to make the Indigenous 

community visible to ensure 
it isn’t left behind or forgotten 
by others. The advocates also 
note that traditional ways can 
and must be an asset to the 
movement towards health 
equity, including rediscovering 
language, cultural practices and 
traditions that lead to healing.

Common Ground officials 
say they are committed to 
supporting these efforts long 
term.

“Common Ground is committed 
to learning from and walking 
alongside the Native peoples, 
so we can leverage Common 
Ground’s expertise in 
collaboration, alongside the 
cultural expertise of our Native 
partners, to support them 
in achieving the best health 
outcomes possible,” said Wade 
Norwood, CEO of Common 
Ground Health.

If Indigenous people want to 
learn more or take part in the 
listening tour, they should reach 
out to Hannah Shippee or call 
585-224-3152.

Common Ground Health launching listening tour w/Indigenous Populations - CONTINUED

Food Truck 
Vendors Needed
Do you own or operate a Food Truck? Do 
you work with a Food Truck? Do you love 
a special Food Truck? Let us know. Now 
forming calendars for Food Truck 
Fridays.

April Kiwanis Terrific Kids:  
Ja:goh Rayah Sidow Stafford
Prospect Elementary School  |  May 4, 2022  | salamancany.org

As April comes and goes, Kiwanis would like to 
recognize 2 students for their terrific choices outside 
of school. Rayah Sidow Stafford from Mrs. Coustenis’s 
2nd grade was nominated for being so very helpful 
with her younger brother on a daily basis. Also, she 
is responsible when caring for the family pets. She 
shows consideration to others and loves to share 
whatever she has with those around her. Let’s give a 
big shout out to such great leadership qualities.

A monthly award sponsored by the Kiwanis Club 
is the “Terrific Kid” award. Parents write what 
their child did outside of school that is deserving of 
recognition and The "Terrific Kid" of the month is 
selected from these written nominations. The student 
chosen receives a T shirt and a pin and their parent 
gets a “Terrific Kid” bumper sticker.

Read about all our Terrific Kids online: https://www.salamancany.org/o/
elementary-school/page/terrific-kids

Seneca Nation Offices & Buildings will BE CLOSED:
Monday, May 30, 2022 for Memorial Day.
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National Honor Society 
Inductees  |  May 5, 2022  |  Lake Shore 
Schools Native American Programs Facebook Page

Ja:goh Joiise John, Blayze Becker, Nyla Rivera, and Riley 
Fleming, Lake Shore’s newest members inducted into National 
Honor Society!

Four Native Students make 
SCCSD Class of 2022 Top 
10! - Salamanca City Central School 
District  |  May 6, 2022  |  SCCSD Facebook Page

Ja:goh to Jillian, Riley, Harley & Hayden as their high school years 
of hard work have paid off. All four have landed a spot in the Top 10 
of the Class of 2022 at Salamanca High School: 

#5 with an average of 96.14 Jillian Rea
#6 with an average of 95.03 Riley Brown
#8 with an average of 93.80 Harley Hoag
#10 with an average of 92.77 Hayden Hoag
(Pictured below from left to right)

Watch D.O.G.S. 
Newest Member
Jordan Cooke

Pictured here are Mara and Phoenix 
Cooke with the newest member of J.T. 
Waugh's Watch D.O.G.S.: their dad, 
Jordan, who teaches Seneca language 
and coaches lacrosse at the High 
School. 

To learn more about joining the Waugh 
Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great 
Students), contact the school at 
716-926-2370.

Birthday Wishes!
Submitted by Bethany Johnson

Happy Birthday wishes for all my beautiful April & May grand-
babies     and my lucky lady Adrianne who gets to share her 
birth month with her daughter.

Tyler Pete - turned 2 on April 28th!
Somiya June  - turned 2 on May 1st!
Coraline May - turns 3 on May 13th!
Adrianne Logan - Happy birthday on May 19th!

All my love and more: Mom, YaYa & Mama   

Land for Sale
Looking to buy land in the Irving area on the Cattaraugus 

territory. Please call 716-387-1830 or email 
halftownk@gmail.com.

Newsletter Deadline: 
The deadline for the next edition of the SNI Newsletter will be 

Tuesday, May 17, 2022.  
Next issue to be dated May 27, 2022.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORSStatement By Mothers of The Seneca Nation
In Support of National Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women Awareness Day
Submitted by Leslie Logan

(CATTARAUGUS TERRITORY, 
Irving, NY, May 5, 2022) — 
Today the Mothers of the Seneca 
Nation stand in solidarity, and 
express support, of the national 
day of awareness for Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous 
Women. President Joe Biden 
signed a proclamation declaring 
May 5, 2022 as Missing or 
Murdered Indigenous Persons 
Awareness Day.

On the Cattaraugus territory, 
Seneca community members, 
including the Mothers of the 
Nation, are gathering for a 
“Skirts for Unity Day” event, 
where women and girls will be 
wearing red. Red graphically 
signifies the blood of assaulted 
and murdered indigenous 
women.

In the late summer of 2021, 

the case of a missing young, 
attractive white woman, Gabby 
Petito captured the headlines 
almost daily for weeks. A 
detailed timeline of the case 
was posted by CNN, from the 
time Petito embarked on her 
fatal cross-country trip, to her 
disappearance, and then the 
subsequent discovery of her 
fiancee’s body and journal— 
in which he confessed to her 
murder.

The case generated widespread 
media attention and sparked 
criticism from Natives, and 
other minority communities, 
about the disparities in coverage 
of cases involving missing 
brown and black women. The 
wall-to-wall breaking news 
coverage of Petito displayed 
the comparative lack of value 
attributed to missing indigenous 

women and girls.

Figures from the Department 
of Justice reports on violence 
against Native women are 
jarring: American Indian 
and Alaska Native Women 
experience higher rates 
of domestic violence and 
sexual assault than any other 
population of women in the 
U.S. Further statistics indicate 
that Native women are stalked 
and murdered at higher rates 
than all other populations of 
women in the country. Four out 
of five Native women experience 
some form of violence in their 
lifetime; and Native women 
face murder rates more than 
10 times the national average. 
Homicide is the third leading 
cause of death among Native 
women and girls ages 10-24.

Today the Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women 
and Girls (MMIWG) movement 
seeks to prevent girls from going 
missing with education efforts 
and to hold the justice system 
accountable.

The Mothers of the Nation 
contend that part of the problem 
has to do with the intentional 
erasure of indigenous peoples, 
their voices, stories and 
narratives. 

The Mothers of the Nation are 
dedicated to actively defending 
the Nation’s sovereignty, 
protecting the Nation’s assets 
and resources— including, 
and especially, the life and 
livelihoods of Seneca women, 
the very life givers and 
perpetuators of the Seneca 
people and our future.

Introducing Joanne Israel, finalist for the 2022 ATHENA 
Young Professional Leadership Award  |  thepartnership.org

For more than 30 years, the Buffalo 
Niagara Partnership has been honored 
to produce the annual ATHENA 
Awards® to support, develop, and 
honor women leaders in Western New 
York.

The Buffalo Niagara Partnership 
is pleased to introduce you to 1 of 
10 finalists in the ATHENA Young 
Professional Leadership Award® 
category – Joanne Israel, V.P./
Assistant General Manager – Seneca 
Niagara Resort & Casino, Niagara 
Falls, NY.

Meet ATHENA Young 
Professional Leadership Award® 
Finalist: Joanne Israel

Joanne Israel is V.P./Assistant General Manager at Seneca 
Niagara Resort & Casino in Niagara Falls, NY. She has held 
various positions with the company including Corporate Director 
of Finance Operations and General Manager of Seneca Buffalo 
Creek Casino. She helps to oversee all departments of the Seneca 
Niagara Casino including hotel resorts, spa & salon, table games, 
promotions, human resources, and environmental services among 
other areas. 

Joanne grew up on the Tuscarora Indian Reservation and 
graduated from Niagara University in 2006 with a Bachelor of 

Business Administration- Accounting. 
She also earned her Master’s degree 
in Business Administration-Strategic 
Management from Niagara University. 
Joanna worked in public accounting 
for 5 years before starting her tenure 
with Seneca Gaming Corporation in 
2011. 

Joanne serves as a board member for 
Native American Community Services, 
and is a former Board Member for 
Inter-Community Services. She has 
also served as a basketball coach 
for St. Peter’s Lutheran School in 
Sanborn, NY. 

We asked Joanne a series of questions 
to get to know her better.  Here is 
what she said About Being an Athena 

Finalist: “I am absolutely honored to be a finalist for the ATHENA 
Award. The caliber of professional women that have made the 
finalist list is extraordinary. To be included with this group 
is an honor. The ATHENA Awards have always represented 
women empowerment to the highest level. They have supported 
and recognized undisputable talent across the Buffalo Niagara 
Region.” 

Check out more Q&A's at https://www.thepartnership.org/blog/
women-in-business/introducing-joanne-israel-finalist-for-the-
2022-athena-young-professional-leadership-award/
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NOTICES & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Investment Opportunity
6 Unit Apartment Complex - FOR SALE - $140,000.00

Salamanca, NY 14779  - This 6 separate apartment complex is located at 
14 Sycamore Ave., in Salamanca, NY.  The building contains appx. 4,000 sq 
ft of gross building area. It is the former City of Salamanca Fire Dept. that 
was converted into family living over 30 years ago.  The property is located 

completely on the Seneca Nation of Indians, Allegany Territory.  

Contact:  Clayton Ludwick, 
716-969-4660 |  Email: Claylud23@hotmail.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF DEANNA WATERMAN

Administrator:  Amber Lewis,
67 Wilson St., Salamanca, NY  14779

~ Allegany Territory - 1st Notice ~

ESTATE OF MICHELE A. WILLIAMS
Administrator:  Lauryn Williams,

11900 Brant Reservation Rd., Brant, NY  14027
~ Allegany Territory - 1st Notice ~

ESTATE OF DANIEL HUFF
Administrator:  Dorcus Mohawk,

13732 Route 438, Gowanda, NY  14070
~ Cattaraugus Territory - 1st Notice ~

ESTATE OF MICHAEL L. JOHN
Co-Administrators:  Christina Becker & Asa John,

108 Jefferson St., Salamanca, NY  14779
~ Cattaraugus Territory - Final Notice ~

ESTATE OF PAUL D. WHITEPIGEON, SR.
Executor:  Marla Nauni,

P.O. Box 1054, Cache, OK  73527
~ Allegany/Cattaraugus Territory - Final Notice ~

ESTATE OF SHELLEY HUFF
Administrator:  Charlene Huff,

12827 Route 438, Irving, NY  14081
~ Cattaraugus Territory - Final Notice ~

ESTATE OF CAROLYN PIERCE
Executor:  Betty K. Pierce,

13174 Route 438, Gowanda, NY  14070
~ Cattaraugus Territory - Final Notice ~

ESTATE OF MARJORIE CURRY
Administrator:  Marcy Cornfield,

14089 Route 438, Gowanda, NY  14070
~ Cattaraugus Territory - Final Notice ~

Seneca Nation of Indians 
SURROGATE’S COURT  

Cattaraugus & Allegany Territory
Notice is hereby given to all creditors and contingent creditors of 
the above-named decedents, that if you have claims against the 

Decedents estate, please file them with the appropriate Surrogate's 
Court, at the Allegany/Cattaraugus Territory.  You are also required 
to mail or deliver a copy to the Administrator/Executor.  This notice 

shall serve to notify creditors that they have ninety (90) calendar 
days from the date of the first publication of the notice to present 
their claims to the Administrator/Executor or the Clerk, and the 
estate may pay only those claims presented.  For your protection, 

you are encouraged to file your claim by certified mail, with return 
receipt requested.
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ELDERS CORNER

Attention Enrolled Seneca Elders:  Stop by AOA to sign-up for the Buffalo Bison’s -VS- St. 
Paul Saint’s Baseball Game on Saturday, June 25th - Native American Heritage 
Night.  Includes suite ticket to game, food and non-alcoholic beverage’s.

Game time 6:05pm. Bus leaves AOA at 4pm.

Native American Heritage Night - Buffalo Bisons
Submitted by Irma Cortes, Cattaraugus AOA

View the May AOA Newsletter 
online  |  Find out what we are up to this month!

https://sni.org/app/uploads/2021/08/May-22-AOA-Newsletter.pdf

If you'd like a copy mailed to you each month please call or send us a message.

Allegany Office: (716) 945-8414  |  Cattaraugus Office: (716) 532-5777

View the 2022 
Seneca Language 
Newsletter online  

https://sni.org/may-2022-seneca-
language-newsletter/
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LEARN SENECA

The purpose of the Allegany Language Department, Ögwaiwanösde’ Ögwawënö’, is to promote conversational 
Seneca language use at the Seneca Nation.


